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“POIRTE OF VIEW

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Great offense

t seems now that the Farmington Public

Schoo! District is in the business of know-
g what is best for your children, by usurp-
{ng your role as a parent.

. Flanders Elementary School and other
elementary schools in the district instructed
their elementary school teachers to relate
the atory about the school shooting near
Flint to their students,

: I, as a parent, had decided not to tell my
fifth grader about the shooting. There was
abeolutely no reason. However, Farmington
Public Schools decided they knew better and
took that parental right away from me.

« If my child had inadvertently heard about
the shooting from other students, I would
certainly have discussed it with her. I take
preat offense to the district, as a whole, for
fraking thia decision. It seems to me that
discusaing the shooting would only crente
anxiety among the studenta. The studenta
might wonder now if their school is safe,
where before the discussion the thought of
being unsafe never crossed their minds.

. Another part of the discussion at Flanders
about the shooting also instructed the stu-
dents to tell an adult when they know of any-
body who has a gun. In the context of the
discussion, I asked my child if she took that
{o mean only other kids. No, she took it to
mean all people.

- What is going on here? Do I amell
{nfringement on our Second Amendment
right to bear arma? This is very alarming
and should not be tolerated. The public
schools should be in the business of educat~
ing our children, not using them to fulfill a

Melody Jaske
Farmington

Leave a legacy

Fnrmingtou and Farmington Hills are

W home to many great charitable and non-
profit organizationa that need our financial
_support, now and when we are gone.

. 'There's an easy way for all of us to give
:this support. The Leave A Legacy campaign
+encourages people to leave something in
+their wills to their favorite non-profit or
charitable organization. We can name a
charity as a beneficiary of our life i

policy, IRA or 401k savings plan, or donate
property after we are gone, This will halp
ensuvre that the Farmington and Farmington
Hills 3 . S ad

while we were alivo will still be thers after
we are gone. We need not be wealthy to
Leave A Legacy — just willing.

1 all roaid of !

ag F

and Farmington Hills to contact their attor-

ney, accountant, financial adviser or life

insurance counselor to find out how easy,

and important, it is to Leave A Legacy.
Daniel Turse Jr. Co-Chair, Wayne

resident, Farmington Hills

Congratulations

have recently moved to the Farmington

area. Sceing the many facilities around the
arca makes this the perfect place to live. The
population is very manageable and people in
tho area are very friendly.

The historic areas are also worth seeing.
Places like the Civic Theatre and some of the
old churches show ua how well kept and
upbeat this town is. I have already loarned
that I won't get bored very easily here.

The library facilities are excellent. To be
able to go on the Internet, check out a book,
or obtain information of any kind is great.
The restaurant and other kinds of food ser-
vice, which I have been te, are fantastically
different from where I came from in Eng-
land. Places like Starbucks, Dimitri's and
tha many pizza places are all nice places to
stop and get a quick bite to eat.

The schools and activities that kids our
age can get involved in are fabulous. I have
yet to go ice skating and swimming. The
after-school activities in all of the achools are
also very good.

1 would like to congratulata everyone who
has helped the city to look attractive and all
the friendly people who have made the city
what it is.

Courtney Kramer
Power Middle 8chool

It’s still not too late for

s

‘cooperation on.

1 keep my idsals, because in spite of every-
thing, 1 still belisve that people are really good
at heart. - Anne Frank

In & world whare fathars try to sell their infant
children and “friends® dump a dead heroin addict
along the side of the road, it’a hard to believe peo-

plo really are good at heart.
In a country whers a president can off a lie
as ssmantic tion and where govern-

m;nu unkhvp fathers from their ‘;gl, '.I:‘ a m;.e
‘whero a six-year-old believes you t people
who make you mad and the lifs he led seems as
tragic as the one he took, it's hard to imagine any-
thing or anyons is pure, untouched, uncompro-
mised, trustworthy honeat.

By the time the news geta to us, all that's left is
& vast, collective grief we forget all too soon und
from which we don't ever soem to learn. Instead,
weo become bardened and cynical. With each new
horrific revalation, we see losa to beliove in, more
to doubt.

Ia it any wonder the folks in neighborhoods sur-
rounding the 11 Pines property at Halsted and 11
Mile roads in Farmington Hills find it difficult to
trust what they're being told in the truth? If I've
heard it once, I've heard it a hundred times, in

Kleven Pines

e— }gve gven that much. What they
ths environ-

. which is plenty scary but not
nearly enough information about
o the abandoned landfill and its
im 3
JON! HUBRED Prankly, I don’t have much
more than anyono eise, except [

have seen somo of the earlier reports, What I also *

don't have is the overlying suspicion that some-

hady’s up tasom: 3

Call me a Pollyanna, but I just don't belisve any-
one in Farmington Hills city i delib-
crately hiding anything rbout 11 Pinas. I'm a little
reluctant to make that kind of statement, becausc
some folks will belicve I'm biased in favor of the
¢ity council. And they'll be missing the point.

I'm not biased in favor of, or ngainst, anyone. if
you've got proof of wrongdoing, §'d like to see it.
I've got a pretty good nose. I know when some-
thing stinks, and I know how to look for the source
of the odor.

From what ['ve heard and seen in this case, the
problem has becn twofold. First, too many peaple
don't read the local papers, watch the city’s cable
channel, attend homeowners' association and city

murmured conv i and public p
ments: “You'rs not giving us the whole atory.”

At lost week’s mecting hosted by tho Council of
Homeowners A inti Hills city
Steve Brock told a standing room only crowd the
city wasn't keeping anything from people, that res-
idents could roquest copios of any and all docu-
monts pertaining to environmental testing at 11
Pineo. From behind me, I heard a chuckle and
‘whisperod comments.

dard

When you own a home and pay taxes,
those are all things you ought to be doing. This is
your best shot nt influencing government, and too
fow people take advantage of it until probl
arise in their own backyards.

Second, officiple in Hills government sheuld
have dono moré to publicize this project before
they started the brownfield redevelopment
procens, perhaps eren before they pi the
property. In this dey and ege, it is incomprebensi-
ble that h ot city hall didn't sce

In my experience, that's the p
when anyone in government says, “Trust me.”

From Watergate to Filegate, we have been
trained to believe our elocted officials couldn't find
the truth if it stood in front of them and screamed.
Or if thoy know the truth, they’ll spin it to make
themselves look better.

Conspiracy theorists would have ua beliove con-
servatives bribod Monlen Lewinsky to make a pass
at President Clinton and the CIA runa vast drug
operationn designed to mako agents rich, When
you look through the hate of suspicion and prede-
termination, you'll sse what you want to ste.

A fingerprint on a filo folder becomes incontro-
vertible proof. A casual conversation, secretly
recorded, takes on Machinvellian proportions.

Folka who live around 11 Pines and other resi-
denta concerned about the city's liability don't

something amiss when nobody showed up at o
public hearing about building homes on & site that
includes a contaminated landfill.

Officiala admit they could have communicated
better, and 1 really believe they're taking all this
to heart. It's not casy to sit where they do and take
criticism, suspicious accusations and angry com-
plaints.

Residants should have paid more attention us
well, I'tn guessing from now on, they will.

The key to all of this will be maintaining civility,
cooperation, a willingnesa to compromise and o
common goal of doing what's best for everyone. It
wouldn't hurt to salt the entire process with n
belief that people really are good at heart.

This time, it isn't too late.

Joni Hubred is o Farmington Observer staff
writer who covers Farmington Hills.
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Thursday, Aprit 6 - Saturday, April8 10 am - 9 pm
Sunday, April 9 10 am - 6 pm
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