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Just 16, war
was a way to
see the world

was born on Feb, 18, 1935. All
! through my childhood, I heard

about the war (WWI11), so you
might say I was oriented. When the
Korean War broke out June 26, 1950,
our government called it a “police
action,” But to the men and women
who wero thére, it was a war.

Congsider: killed in action 54,238;
wounded, 103,284; and misaing in
action, 8,177,

Thiy is n part of my life. I was hav-
ing probloms ot home and at school.
When my oider brother, Fred, joincd
tho Marines, I decided ta join the
Army. I sent away for his birth certifi-
cate; when 1 recejved it, T wont to get

. a  draft
and SBocial
Security
card also
in my
brother
Frod’s
name.

I . told
my family
I aigned

chant Marines and I loft. We were liv-
ing in the projects (Fort Wayne) at
the time. It was casy for mo to leave
the projects, a big family, high school
and the few friendn I had had. After
all, I waa 16 years old now, having my
birthday juat a month before I joincd
the Army.

Troining in Hawatli

I took my basic training at Scofficld
Barracks, Hawaii, along with 28,000
othera, We were being trained for
Korea. We went to California (Camp
Stoman) and from there to Pearl Har-
bor, Hawaii. We pulled into Poarl
Harbor and saw the U.S.8. Arizona
sitting in the water. There was no
monument then. You could have
heard a pin drop, it was so quiet,
Sorae of us saluted and some of us
prayed. Off to my IeRt, I saw the Okla-
homa and the Utah sticking out of the
water with oil trickling out the hull.
No one mentioned them, just Arizona,

1 couldn't belicve I was in Hawail,
so many miles from home. It feit
great,

When I got my first leave I walked
the beaches in Wajkiki. What more
could a 16-year-old boy from Detroit
ask for? I was in tropical paradise! I
had my own bed, shoes, clothes and
money coming in every month. This
was my eseape from problems at
home and school. 1loved it. The hard-
est part of it atl wan getting used to
being culled Frederick Smart. I wroto
my family and told them what T had
done. I told them not to try to get ms
out and this was what I wanted to do.
My father said, *If that's what he
wants to do, leave him alono.”

My motker wrate to the President
of the United States to get mo some
leave for a home visit, Of course, 1
couldn’t and I didn’t want to go. I still
have that. letter she wroto.

Boot camp was supposed to be for
14 woeks, but a woapon blew up in
my face. 1 was thore for an additional
six weeka. While I was in boot camp, 1
met » Hawaiian family. I had many
meals there and learned a lot of their
culture, Wo had a lasting relationship
up until their death 15 years ago.

Shipping out

In August 1951 we shipped out. The
ship was filled with Canadian soldiers
and years later I would find out that

. my wife’s brothor-in-luw was on that
same ship. Our first stop was Yoko-
hama Bay and then onto Camp Drake
for inaculation and erjentation. Three
dayp later, wa ware on our way.
Inchon, Yong Do Po, We Jonbu,
Kimbo, and then onto the Chorwon
Valley. We stayed on o hill for four
months.

I was in the 1st Calvary Division
until Dec. 3, 1961. The division vrént
back to Japan and left 81 men sitting
on that hill waiting for the 48h Divi.
sion to arrive. I stayed on the front
lines until .hnuny 1882 when I got
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Production goes high tech with new district kitchen

# Farmington Schools has
a new kitchen to prepare
the thousands of meals
served to students each
day.

BY JOANNE PORETTA

EPECIAL WRITER

Walking into the
new central kitchen
for Farmington
8chools, one first
notices the shine.
Gleaming chrome
kettles, stoves and

refrigorators line .

the walls of the one-month-old facility.
The floors are spotlesa and the storage
rooms seatly erganized. Every piece of
equipment is up to code.

Previously housed at Lanigan Ele-
mentary, the district’s central kitchen
has recently moved to a newly built
wing attached to East Middle School.
The chunge has provided a slightly
larger kitchen, but more importantly,
the opportunity to upgrade equipment
and bring the entirs facility up to code.

“This whole wing is new. It's beauti-
ful and wo're thrilled,” said Mary
Rodrifuez, nutrition services supervi-
gor. ¥The Lanigan kitchen had been
around for a while. Some of the equip-
mentwasn’t up to code, becausc codes

tho time. We have a beauti-
ful niéw kitchen. It's just wonderful.”

Smdcth trausition

Rellriguez has beon with the Farm.
ingten District Nutrition Services since
November 1998 an assistant supervi-
sor.} She waa recently named supervi-
sor in February and is enjoying the
ndded oloment of a brand new kitchen
in which to begin her now position —
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¢ Head ceol: begins
i day by baking

éff;’ i several thousand
1AM | cookies.
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Prep work: Linda Bergstrom and Teresa Ellis prepare many lunches. Below, pizza production.

and has been especially pleased with
the amooth transition from the old to
the new.

Exocutive director of school and stu-
dent services Dr. James Myers echoes
her enthusiasm with hie commentas;

“It will cover the operations more
officiently ... and will serve our student
population quicker and better. It'a
where we've really wanted to be for a
long time.”

Serving 14 Farmington end Farm-

W

| 3,000 preschool, nursery,

4 fo EE zg i elementary school
AN, AM.

i lunches prepared.Drivers
i deliver to schools.

ington Hills Elementary Schools, two
pre-schoola and one nursery, the five
food proparation workers at central
kitchen prepare a staggering 3,000
meals daily for the next day's school
lunch, The lunches are prepored in the
kitchen'’s four ovens or simmered in
two 10-gallon kettles, then aasembled
in trays and wrapped individually.
Although every school in Farming-
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- i Food prep for next
[0 i day continues.
| Meals stored
A PAM. | overnight in cooler.

Dozen contestants learn pageant ropes

BY MABY RODRIQUR
BTAFY WRITRR
mrodriquofos hamecomm.not
An even dozen contestants will com-
pote for the titlo of Miss
Farmington/Oakland County 2000 as
the pageant, in its 27th year, moves to
o new day and location this year.
“Cruising the Grand 2000 is tho
theme and the Civic Theatre in down-
town Farmington will for the first time
play host to the contest at 6 p.m,
Waednesday, June 21. It will be the

kick-off event for the F: m Fam-
ily Fun Fest — formerly known as the
Founder’s Day Festival,

The contestants convened at the
Costick Activitles Center in Farming-
ton Hills Saturday afternoon for oricn-
tation, Lunch was provided by Papa
John's Pizza in downtown Farmington.
Franchise owner Adrian Owens also
provided gold pens for the eight
pageant judges as well as coffos mugs
for each contestant,

“It’s the little thingw like that (busi-
nesa support} which takes time to build
up,” said Ginny Morris, longtime
pageant exocutive director,

Jonnifer Parks, a former Miss .

Kansaa, kicked off the formal presenta-
tion with a short video produced by the
ine A i on. The Miss

She told the contestants that Leslie
Reinbold, the reigning Miss Farming-
ton, recently spcke before the House of
R‘ap’relcntnﬂves in Lansing on her

Or
Farmington pageant is affiliated with
Miss Michigan snd Misa America
schalarship pageants. Parks, who relo-
cated to Michigan earlier thin yoar, has
joined the bou.d of directors«of the local
t.

pagean

Each contestant collected a packet
spelling out the requirementa they'll
have to mest over the next three
montha, That includes identifying a
social platform, providing talent infor-
mation, garnering local aponsors and
showing up for a half dozen mandatory
practice sessions hefore the main
event.

A job without pay

“Conajder Misa Farmington a job
without pay,” Morris told tho contea-
tants. "But the experiences you have
will more than maka up for that.”
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insue, eating disorders, Plans
are under way through the office of
U.8. Rep. Joe Knollenberg for Reinbold
to addreas Congress in Washington
D.C. in April.

‘The orjentation video explained that
what began ns a bathing beauty con.
test in 1921 has grown into an oppar-
tunity for college women to receive up
to $32 million in scholarship monies
(amount available to contestants last
year at the local, state and national
levels) and is now advancing into tho
community aorvice area. There are
over 1,000 Jocal programa across the
country. Parks noted that it is the
largoat scholarship program available
to women.

*It's not just the person wearing the
crown who wins,” she said. “Contes-

onso » B2

Orientatlon: Lef?, .
Jennifer Parks, a-
member of the
pageant execu-
tive board, spells;
out some of the -
rules contestants
need to know for
the Miss Farm-
ington/Oakland
Scholarship
Pageant in June.
Below, Francesca
Romero, a repeat
contestant for the
crown, listens to
the advice. The
pageant theme
this year is
“Cruising the
Grand 2000.”




