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Road to council began with community service

BY MARY BoDRIQUE
FLAYY WRITRR

Fhike. 20" ‘many. other. local'.

womon, 8hirley Richardson's
rond to politics began with com-
munity servico.

“I never oxpectoed to go into
city government,” said Richard-
son, who was the firat woman to
serve on the Farmington City
Council when she waa appointed
to complete & throc-and-a-half-
year term of outgoing council-
mun Alton Benpett in 1988, She

.the Farmington cvunell.

announced ho was moving out of

towp, frionds, co-wo
S g s AR

i lﬂe, she said. “We had reg\ﬂnr
cotings.”

Richardzon on various commil
tees urged her to connder finish-
ing his term.

“At that time,. pouplo thought
it was time for a woman to serve
on ¢ity council. Some had run in
the past, but not.been clectod,”
said Richardson,

“At first [ wasn't sure I was
interested, But as more people,
mcludlng council membera

tly ran for a four-y
term and was elected.

*I was involved with my threo
kids in the schools, firat at Lon-
gocre Elementary,” said Richard-
son, whose husband, John, had
gerved on the Farmington City
Gouncil a decado prior to
Shirley’s tenure there.

“I was very involved with the
PTA, with various projects, and
serving as president. And I've
been active with Keep Michigan
Beautiful for over 30 years.”

‘When Benaoett, who had been
elected just eix months earlier to

CLUB CIRCUIY

FARMINGUTON QARDEN CLUB

‘The Farmington Garden Club
will meet at noon Monday, April
3, at the Longacre House in
Farmington Hilla. A representn.
tive from the Elcanor and Edscl
Ford Eatate Gardens will pre-
went “Experience a virtunl tour
of the breathtaking 87 acres of
gardens and grounda.”

NORTH FARMINGTON QARDEN CLUB
The North Farmington Garden
Club will meet ot noon Tuceday,
April 11, at the Farmington Hilla
Public Library. Guest speaker
Bonnie Bowlie will discuss “The
Basics of Bonsai."Call Lutie at
1553-2368.

EMBROZNRIRS GUILD

The Farmington Hilts Embrof-
derers Guild will meet at 9:30
a.m. Wednesday, April 5, at
Faith Covenant Church in Farm-
ington Hilla. Call 926-0892.
UL & DALE QARDEN CLUD

Hill & Dale Grrden Club will
mect at 7 p.m. Thursday, April
18, at tho Farmington Hilla
Library. The progrom wiil be
“Container Gardening for Your
Home” Call Barb for detaila at
626-2233.

CHAIGTIAN VIOMEN

The Farmingten Hills Christinn
Wormen will sponsor a “Get A-
guilted” breakfast 8:30-11 a.m.
Thursdny, April 13, at the
Maples Country Club in Novi.
The cout is $10.50 per person
qnd includes on-sito child care,
Call 788-21€8.

BNl

Business Network International
Farmington Hills chapter will
meot 7-8:30 a,m. Wednesday,
April 6, at the Grand Cafe in
downtown Farmington. The
Greator Farmington Hills chap-
ter will mect 7-8:30 a.m. Thurs-
{iay, April 6, at the Comfort Inn,
\‘1071‘115 W. 12 Mile, in Farmington
Hills.

The Optimist Club meeta at 7:30
2.m. every Wednesday at
hmerlcun Legion Hall at Sl77o
{rand River, Call 474-8680 or
242-9798.
KIWANIS CLUB
e Kiwanis Club of Farmington
J1s meets at 12:15 p.m. mry
aecond and fourth
Bteak & Alo Restaurant, 27590
Orchard Laks Road in Fnrmmg-
pon Hills. Prospective membera
are welcome. Call 881-8463.

JOASTMASTERS

Tho Windbaggera/Toastmasters
Club moeta 8:30-8:30 p.m. every
Thursday, except the first Thura-

- finy of the month, at Ke:

rby's
ney Island, 21200 Haggerty,

n Farmington Hills,

{ To have your club listed in the
talendur, subrt the information
po later than Monday for Thurs-
day publication to; Club Circuit,
Farmington Qbserver, 33411
Qrand River, Farmington MI

Phbtographer
is FAC speaker

T Balthazar Korab, a photogra-
pher of an:hitoctum, will sponk-
to the Farmington Artists Club
GnWad.nndAy. pril 12
{ The club meets at 7 p.m. at tho
n Community Library
pn 12 Mile.

: Kornb wae deaign editor for
litan Detrolt

His eduestiun in architecturs

was obtained in Hungary and

Paris. He studied art history in

Paris. Hé has written many

books.about architecturs and

photography.

]

q 1 sald, ‘Why not? Ono
of the quustmnn the councH
asked if 1 would consider run-
ning for offico after this term
expired. I said yes, depending on
how the three-and-a-half-years
go,” she recalled.

“It wont well and 1 did run
down tho road,”

Richardson drew on her long-
time community invelvemont
and loadership skills to run her
campaign, which she described
as “low-koy."

“I did mail letters out to voters
and I had a team working for

]

Adflinted residences in Livonia,

AMERICAN HOUSE
NORTHVILLE

Senfor Independent & Assisted Living Residences

42000 Seven Mile Rd., Northville, MI

WOMEN [N POLITICS

An interesting twist: aa a long-
time member of the state busuh-
fication

tried to show a woman could bo
juat as effective na a man. I
anloyed the exporience a groat

dditi,

was oppcsed to campaign aigns,
She refused to have any,
Instead, the toam dovised a
schome of tying green ribbona to
treea — lema intrusive.

“The green ribbons became an
identity logo for me,” she enid.

Being a pioncor as the first
female city councilwoman wasn't
always in the forefront of her
mind.

“Actunlly when I was appoint-
ed I didn't consider myself as the
First Womon. I just considered
myself civic minded. It was
tremendous working with the
four other council membera,
Three of them I knew well and
one not at all. That fourth ene T
got to know well. It was a won-
derful experienco. -

“I did my job the best I could.

In to Keop Michigan
Beautiful and school volun-
teoriam, Richardson was
invonlved for many yenrs with
Farmington Goodlellows, includ-
ing being n member of its board
of directors. She was also active
with the City of Farmington
Beautification Committes,

The Richardsons moved to
Waterford five yeara ago. Their
three children nre grown.
They’ro both still active with
Farmington friends, and Shirley

ford T hip A ible Com-
munity ProJm
“I'm also very pctive with my

church, Trinity .. United.
Mothedist in Waterford,” oai
Richardson, whe plays in the
handbell choir, sings with the
choir and works with the
chureh’s administrative board.

admits “(Farmi ) ia stfll

very close ta my hoart,”

She continues to bo active with
Koop Michigan Beautiful. For
the past scveral years, she haa
served as chairman of the
group's annual conference. Sho
is also involved with the Lotus
Lake Association and the Water-

" Affordad
Mowthly Rates
Searting At: $1850

Farmington Hills, Blrmingham, Roya! Onk, Rochester Hills, 4
Pontiac, Sterting Heights, Clinton Township, LincolnPark Westland, Deacbarn Haelghts, Taylor.
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SAVE NOW ON FINE QUALITY HOME FURNISHINGS
FOR EVERY ROOM IN YOUR HOME,

Spruce up yous dining room with a new dining set. Or find & comfortabie new place to
relax from our bedroom and living reom collections. Thomasville's Spring Fling rehate is
a special incentive to cclcbmt: the joy of the scason with new furnishings for your home.

GUARANTEED LWEST FRICE

Elyses Dining Room. Table, 2 arm chalrs,
2 side chairs msm. $6705 Sale £3545

Portifino Soto.

% ot 4989

GUARMNTESD LOWEST PRCE
Bridges Enterfoinment Cenler,
msp $4680 Sale 52697

Rebate offer good
now thru April 3rd

{00 59001 -$11.500, youtl ecave $300
180 311,501 - $14,000, you'l receive S400 3




