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Cheers for Spartans

Michigan State and Wisconsin,

He won't be on the court, however,
but off to the sido of it.

MSU senior Scott Brown, a 1985
gradunte of Farmington High School,
has been a member of the MSU cheer
team for four years and will be in
Indianapolis to cheer on the Bpartans
in the NCAA semifinals.

Even if viewers don't recognize him,
they'll know which one is Brown. Ho'll
be the one waving the big green flag
with tho block S on it.

Brown will ;raduate in May with o
degree in marketipg and advertising.

Mercy wins opener

Junior Carrio Denton had one goal
and ono nssist Menday as Farmington
Hills Mercy started the goccer season
with a 2-1 victory over Woodhnven,

Denton asgsiated on genior Carric
~o| Kluokn’s goal and then scored the
gamo-winner with an assist from
junior Jamie Driscoll.

Seniar gonlkeeper Kristen Pimlott
stopped all but ona Woodhaven shot
and “definitely kept us in the gams,”
coach Tania Macioce suid.

The Marlina played well, consider-
ing they were minus two startere, she
added. Senior forward Susie Roble
wag away on_ family business, and
Jjunior stopper Chrisay Argento
miosed the game due to an injury.

“There are things we need to work
on, but we jelled pretty well for the
first game,” Macioce snid. “Our
defense is pretty solid, and Kristen in
goal was great. She hag really
1mprovcd and will be a big asset to
the team.”
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Farmington residanta might see a
familiar face on teluvision Saturday
evening while watching tha NCAA
Final Four basketball game between

Practice mekes perfect: Senior Julic Rotenheber is one of the vet-
erdn softball players Farmingtor will be counting on this year.

Farmington boys have talent,
but team must develop depth

BY DAN O'MEARA
ETAT? WaITER

HMTRACK & FIELD

As far as frontline talent,
Farmington High School farcs
well in comparison with any
boys track-and-field team in the
area.

The issue facing the Falcons —
and the one that will determine
how successful they ere this year
— is one of depth.

“Wo certainly hope to have 2
good seuson,” coach Chip Bridges
said. “We hope to compete in
every dunl mect and score points
in every invitational.

“In some places, wo just don't
have the depth we hoped to
have. Unlesa that devclops, it's
going to be really hard to aay
{what Farmington will do).”

The team's strength is in the
oprinta based on the return of
eoniors Todd Anthony, Dustin
Gress and Mark Ostach and
Juniora Jawoin Spinks and Jere-
mymm

The Falcons had the best 800-
meter relay team in Observer-
iand last year with the three
senjora and Andrew Buck,
another senior who is not run-
ning track.

Farmington waa second in the
regional in the 400 and 800
relays and qualified for the state
mect in both.

Anthony was third in the 200
dash in the Westorn Lokes
Activitics Association meet and
fourth in the regional; Ostach
was soventh and fifth, reapec-
tively. Greds waa sixth in the
100 in the WLAA.

“They’re our big three; every-
thing revolves around those
throe,” Bridges said. “They have
& lot of experience, and they
came into their own last year,

“Dustin has done a marvelous
job in practice. He has some
gonls and has set the tone for the

whole team.”

Spinks, who ran with those
three at the atate meet, is fight-
ing through some injurics,
according to Bridges, who
expects Spinks to be “back on his
game” in o couple weeks.

‘The Falcons had eight sprint-
ers thoy could use interchange-
ably last year, but they lack
depth here, too.

“Our reluys were always
fresh,” Bridges snid, “We didn't
have to overwork anybody. Right
now we don't have that.

“The potential is there for the
relays to be rcal strong. That's a
team strength, but we don't have
dopth. After the first five, we
don’t know what we have.”

Farmington relied on C.J.
Whitfield, another senior who
didn’t return, and Buek in the
400 last year, leaving a void in
that event and putting o greoter
demand on its limited supply of
proven sprinters.
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St. Mary s completes mission
‘to win Class B championship

By CHRIS MATRR
BTATY WaITRR

net
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It was evident from the start

rchard Lake 8t. Mary's would
have an exceptions! basketball
toam this season.

Bt. Mary’s roturned the coro
group of players from a team
which a year ago won 21 ganes
and reachied the Class B quarter-
finals, But what the Eagleta
sccomplished over the last few
moonths surpassed even the high-
ost of expectations.

OL8M put the ﬂnhhiu touch-
.08 on an undefeated sesson last
:Baturday t befors an enthu-
siastic crowd of 7,601 at Michi-

State University's Breslin

ter. The final 87 seconds of
:the Class B p ame
:uaw wenior Maurice SBearight
;come up with a defensive gem

and senior Jonte Jones score six
pointa, helping the Eaglets
extinguish a furious fourth-quar-
ter rally by Flint Beecher and
post a thrilling 62-69 victory.

St. Mary’s, which played the
entirs 1999-2000 season sporting
the No. 1 ranking in Class B,
emerged from o 28-game season
without o loss and sccured the
school’s fourth state basketball
championship. QLSM captured
previous titles in 1933 (Class C-
Lower Peninaula), 1978 (Clase
D) and 1982 (Class C).

“It was just uubelievable the
‘way the kids handled the situa-
tion this season,” OLSM hesd
coach George Porritt said, “and
sach game it wan a different
player. When the team nceded

i

it, someonc stepped up and made
a play. Thesc wins were what 1
liked to call great team wins.”
The Eagleta stepped up and
made big plays throughout their
memorable run. The highlights
included o 77-65 triumph over
eventual Class A champion
Lansing Waverly in late Decein-
ber and a two-point liome victory

over Flint Northwestern, 69-67,

in February.

According to Jonen, the win
over Northwestern served as n
eatalyst for future succens, The
Eaglets erased an 11-point,
fourth-quarter deficit that night
as Jonens scored the game-win-.
n.lll'u layup with 27.2 scconds

*1 think If there was a big
game that sparked our team and
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Unlike last year, the outlock enter-
ing the 2000 softball season is much
moro positive for Farmington High
School.

The reason is senior pitcher Melissa
Mytty is healthy this year,

She missed most of last season with
a back injury, but ahe returned to pitch
the Falcons to three straight district
tournament wins, including a 3-1 upset
of atate-ranked Plymouth Canton in
the championship game.

Mytty is coming off n strong perfor-
mance in volleyball, and coach Jerry
Osborne hopes she can pick up where
she left off in softball.

“We're looking for her to have an out-
stonding year,” he said. “She’s a tough
kid on the mound. She has oll kinds of
ability.”

Mytty, who had & strikcout-to-walk
ratio of 7-to-1 in the district, has a full
repertoire of pitches, and the Falcons
have o veteran catcher in senior
Mceghan O'Rear on the receiving end.
Like Mytty, O'Rear is a four-ycar varsi-
ty player.

“Last year, with Melissa down, she
was the girl everyone looked to a8 the
teum leader,” Osborne sanid, adding
O'Rear hit the ball hard but had little
to show for it.

“I'm looking for her to have a good
season. Defensively, she's always been
aolid, and I think she'll have a nice
year offeasively.”

Two other seniors who will play
prominent roles are Tricia Krause and
Julie Rotenheber, Both are four-year
varsity players who wiil Mip-flop
between shortstop and right ficld.
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having the season she did last year,
we're going to do real well,” Osborne
said, adding Krause batted .507 and
led the team in doubles, RBE and
triples.

“Both have reaf live urms. Julie and
Tricia are the type of players who can
play llnyWhere and will get the Jub
done for you.” g

Juunior Daniclle Lowix returns ut
first bass, the position she played lant
year after starting at second the previe
ous year,

‘A::tunl!y. Danielle hit the ball better
as a freshman, and we're hoping she
gets that nice awing back,” Osborné
said, adding Lewis should try for base
hits instead of home runs. “She doesn’t
get robbed on her swings. She goes in
there swinging with everything shé
has.* .

Senior Jessics Brown, who replaccd
Mytty on the mound last year, has first
shot at the starting job at sccond baso.
Junior Sarah Goetzke, who was on the
JV is looking for playing time lhcre.

‘Jcamcﬂ did a nice job when Mnhmm
wag hurt and deserves a lot of credit.
for hanging in there during lough
times,” Osborne said.

Senior Becky DePotter shared timp
at third base with sophomore Amy.
Paquette, and the regular player will
be determined by early-scason pcrfor-_
mance.

“Whoever is hitting the ball and
plnying defense is the person we'll go
with,” Osborne said, adding he likes tq
give seniora the first opportunity.

“I'm hoping (DcPotter) starts fast
and goes from there,” he said. *I know
either one will get the job done, no
matter who is playing there.”

“If Tricin comea anywhere close to
ywhere close Plcanc sce FALLONS, (2

Receive one (1) FREE round of golf at Boyne for every
$250 purchase at Boyne Country Sports. Spend 1000 and
choose either a FREE foursome at Boyne o One (1)
complimentary round at Bay Harbor Golf Club.

Limited time offer.

See stores for details.

www.boyne.co

BLO()MFIELD HILLS Novi GROSSE POINTE MT. CLEMENS ANN ARBOR
540 Woodward Novi Town Ctr. 19435 Mack Ave. 216 S. Gratiot 3336 Washienaw
(’48) 338-080) (248) 347-3323 {313) 885-0300 {810) 463-3620 (734)973-9340
DEARBORN TRAVERSE CITY EAST LANSING PETOSKEY
26312 Ford Rd. 1998 US 31 246 E. Saginaw 1200 Bayview Rd,
(313 562-5560 (231) 9383131 (517) 937.96% (231) 4394906
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