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5&- Mary’S from page C1

fot us know that we could win n
state championship, nnd maybo
oven have an undefeatod ccason,
it was tho Flint Northwaostern
game,” Jones said. “When we
won that game it gave all of us a
lot of confidence.”

Beecher, making its first finals
appoarance since 1887, pushed
the Eaglets to tho limit on Satur-

ny.

St. Mary's took & 61-41 lead
into the fourth quarter, but
scnior Darius Harrie scored all
six of his pointa during a 13-3
run that nllowed the Buccancers
(20-7) to tie the score, 54-54,
with 2:63 remaining.

Foul trouble and threo

foulod out '»ith 4:06 to go and
the Englets ahead 54-48. Junior
centers David Grant and Joe
Brown and senior guard Bran-
don Stewart combined to make
five freo throwa soon theroafter
as tho Buccancers knotted the
score at 64-all.

Searight and Carr traded driv-
ing layups, leaving the scoro 66-
56, acconds before 5t. Mary's
showed why mnny considered it
the state's best toam regardlesa
of clasa.

Searight sent a perfect pass to
Jones, who drove the baselino for
a layup and a 68-56 advantage
with 1:07 left. Carr attempted to
drive the lane on Beecher's next

turnovers against Beecher’s
trapping defense were the cul-
prits for St. Mary’s.

Junijor center Charles Davis
(four points, 14 rehounds) fouled
out with 6:36 remaining after
picking up two fouls on one play.
Davis was called for an offensive
foul, his fourth, while protecting
a rebound and after the whistle,
elbowed Darnell Carr to draw a
technical ang his fifth foul.

St. Mary’s sixth man, senior
forward Dan Clothier, then

but ight stripped
him of the buknlball The 6-foot-
2 guard then picked up the loose
ball and fed Jones for an uncon-
tested layup with 47.8 seconds
left.

“Those two plays happened
just like that,” said Jones, who
scored 12 of his 17 points in the
second half. "All I know was
Maurice made some made great
plays to get me the ball.™

“We had been in situations
like this before and we just had

Farmington from page C1

to stay focused,” anid Searight,
who collected a game-high 25
points, nine rebounds and six
asnists. “1 just tried to bo 2 lead-
er. I told the guys to keep their
heads up and that we had to pull
(a victory) out.”

Trailing 62-67, Grant (10
rebounds) tipped in a missed
shot by Harris to pull Beocher
within three points with 16.7
seconds to go. SBearight was sent
to the fres-throw line with 9.2
soconds leR, but he missed the
{ront end of a one-and-one oppor-
tunity and the Buccancers
grabbed the rebound and eventu-
ally called a time-out with 4.8
seconds showing on the clock.

The game’s final play saw Har-
ris take the ball to the top of the
key ard launch a desperation 3-
pointer. The ball fell short of the
rim and Jones was there to grab
it and run out tho finzl second.

Beecher had three players
ecore in double figures — Grant
had 18 pointa, Stewart 11 and
Carr 10 - and forced OLSM into
17 turnovers. But the Bucca-
neors shot only 42 percent from
the field (21-0f-60) and 48 per-
ceat (16-0f-31) at the free-throw

“T told Mark he’s going to have
to run thnt event a little more,”
Bridges snid. *He can do o nice
job there. We have a couple
young guys who look like they
might do OK.

*“I don't know if it will be at
(North Farmingten sprinter)
Anthony Beal'a level, but we
have some guys we hope will be
able to help ua.™

Bridges believes the Falcons
will be stronger in the 800 and
distance events with junior Pat
Lockhart and sophomores Tom
Eason, Chria Tobe and Mike
Batkie.

“Chris Tobe is leading the way
in practice every day; he's really
setting the standard,” Bridges
snid, adding he hopes Lockhart
will stay healthy after injuries
hava interrupted his career.

“If you work hard, you're
going to make something hap-
pen, and thess guya are working
hard. It’s really a pleasure to
watch these guys practice ever
day. I think they’re going to be
the most improved part of the
team.”

Farmington hns two good hur-
dlers in senior Jeff Frederick,
who runs the 300 race, and
senior Ben Lukas, who competes
in the 110s ond wiil also help in
the sprinta,

Frederick, who was gixth in
the WLAA and fifth in the
regional, was just one 10th of a
second off the school record.

“THE OFFICIAL RED WINGS’ STORE”

Real fans wear
the real thing.

1845 E. Blg Beaver Road
(Located at the comer of Blg Beaver and John R)

10 AM ~ 9 PM, Monday through Saturday * Noon - § PM, Sunday

SATURDAY, APRIL 1 vs, ST. LOUIS ¢ 1:00pm on
SUNDAY, APRIL 2 vs. MONTREAL » 730pm on 00
FRIDAY, APRIL 7 vs. WASHINGTON * 7:30pm on
Bvery game broadoast tve on WIR 760AM

Bridgeo looks to junior Trevor
Moore to help out.

Spinks is the team's top long
juinper, having finished eighth
in the WLAA and fifth in the
regional.

“He jumped indoors three
times and was over 19 feet each
time, and that waa without
working on steps,” Bridges said.
“Once his knee clears up and he
starts working on timing, I think
he'll bave a good year in the long
jump.”

Junior Layne Bodily was a
state quelifier in the high jump,
placing second in the regional,
but the Falcona lack depth here
again.

*(Bodily) went 6-2 last year
and lagks to be starting where
he left off,” Bridges said. “He has
some big goals this year.”

Frederick returns in the pole
vault and is much improved
after attending a winter camp,
according to Bridges. Moare and
junior Stephen Wayne also

return with cxperience.

“Wa should be halfway decent;
1 think that will be a pretty fair
cvent for us,” Bridges snid.

Farmington has a lot of poten-
tial in the throwing events with
senior foatball players Tom Pas-
caris, Jenkins Ebiware, Rory
Crittenden, Adam Alspach and
Lukag.

The Falcons have a new
throwing coach in Kim Sturm,
who wna a Division III All-Amer-
ica at Siena Heights College,
according o Bridges.

Farmington competes Satur-
day in the Ann Arbor Pioncer
Invitational at the University of
Michigan and has its first dual
meet Thursday, April 6, at
F. i Harrison.

“We think we're going to be
competitive,” Bridges said. *If
things fall into place, we might
be one of the better teams (in the
WLAA). Our goal is to be com-
petitive and see what happens.”

DE‘IROI'I‘ SHOCK
INDIVIDUAL GAME TICKETS

ON SALE

APRIL 1

CALL FOR MORK INFORMATION

248.377.0100

line.

“We told our kids that in
games like this you have to
mako layups and free throws:
Beecher head coach Bolomu

inyupa and free throws
was the differenca in the m
The energy love! was thers, wir'
just didn’t make layups and ﬁ.
throwa and that killed us. If
make seven or eight more lh..
throws we win the game.”.

OLSM built an 18-8 l.e.d l’ou:
minutes into the first quarter.
Beechor used a 9-2 run to gnt
within 20-16, but senlor forward.

the opening cight

A similar situation davelopec a
in the second quarter. The Buc--
cancers narrowed a 10- pnmvl
deficit to four points with 34 sec-..
onds left before halftime, buf,
Jounes sank a half-court lhoz ap
the horn making the score 35-28:.

Searight's tip jam with 57 sec-
onds left in the third quarte
gave the Eagleta their biggest,
lead, 61-37.
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| SPECIAL PRICING
THRU 3-31-2000 §

"66 DAYS & COUNTING....
to the Detroit Shock
HOME OPENER

JUNE 3.



