E2{F*)

The Observer & Eccentric/Thursday, March 30, 2000

‘Cactus Flower’ delivers laughs Orchestra s

S:haal:ruﬂ College's Theatre
Department presents “Cactus
Flower*® through Saturday, April
8. Show ix gold out, but you can
be placed on a waiting list for
ayailable tickets, call (734) 462-
4696
B IOSERT WEIREL
BPECIAL WRITER .

‘Beginning with a lia isn't the
way to begin a relationship.
Unless, of courss, the object is a
screwball, comic farce. Which is
Just what the Schoolcraft Collogo
production of “Cactus Flower”
delivers, Playwright and librot-
tist, Abe Burrows, (*Guys and
Dolls,” “Can-Can,” “How to Suc-
ceod in

Business®) and famed "play

El Dorado

doctor” used his fertile bag of
theatrical tricks to fill “Cactus

- Flower® with funny lines and sit-

uations, Brian Taylor (Dr. Julian
Winston) turns in his usual solid
performance ea 2 swinging bach-
olor dentist with a Park Avenue
clientelo. His little black book
would rival Hugh Hofnor's. He’s
adept at covering one lis with
another, then saying, “thank God
I still have aor=zini
integrity.” Jerri Doli, is

artful dodge, to jugglo his many

girlfriends. When Julian breaks
r date, Toni fails in a suicide
attempt (It'a their first anniver-
sary). In a panic to prove his
love, Julian promises to divorco
his wifo. The fun begins when
Toni demands to sce the wife
and kids to soothe her guilty con-
seience for breaking up a home.

Brenda Lane is splendid as the
dentist’s upmste'ly nurae
S: io} and wife,

ly funny as his ditzy, main
squeeze (Toni Simmone) with
her New Yorker accent. She likes
honest men, and is attracted to
Julian, because ho admits ho is
married with three kids when
they meet, That, of course, is an
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who blossoms after the boss pays
aitention to her. Christopher
Curd (Igor) is very goed as Toni's
neighbor who saves her from aui-
cide, and ultimately wins her
love. Timothy McKornan (Har-
vey) gives u nice performance as

Julian's buddy who asaists in the
olaborate plans to deceive Tuni.
‘The moat definitive character of
the evening is created by Bea-
jamin Karl aa (Senor Arturo
Sanchez) a would-be Latin lover.
Colleen Groenwell has the lock
of a Park Avenue ludy of means
in saveral elegant coptumes.
John Abair, Jr., Ryan-Iver Klaun,
Tiffany Dyura and Trish Kero
round out tho cast in fino fash-
ion. .
Scenic designer, Katy Mon-
thei's, settings enhnnced the
show. Thanks to director, Jamea
Hartman's faat scene changes
with lively music, the 15 scone
changea nover slowed the fast-
paced show.

Ha's sort of the smartest charac-
ter in tho fllm.”

The smartest charactor and
the one which most cloaely
roflects tho logic of the audionce
in-pnraveling tho story.

Aphining example
-Culozux anid it takea patience,
ciqftomanship, acting ability and

ali obsorvant eye to becomn an

animator. It can take as long as
four years to complete one ani-
mated film -~ from the spark of
the iden to the time it hits the-
aters. Animators don't begin
working until a story is raughly
worked out and production has

gun.
Culotta finally saw the com-
leted version of the film about
wo weeko ago and enjoyed it,

“It's interesting,” he said. “When
you work on a film, usually you
can s8¢0 only the faults.” Once the
stor?, animation and background
mucic come together, what
sonmed to be lacking works out
in the end.

The film features music by the
Oscar-winning team of “The Lion
King,” Elton John, Tim Rice and
composer Hang Zimmer, who cal-
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laborated with John Powell on
the scora.

Though “The Road to El Dora-
do” opens in metro Detroit movio
thenters Friday, March 31, Culot-
ta is already working on his next
project with Dreamworks. What
began with ono sleaping beauty

ooloa on the “Fantasy” based on
“Summertime.”

“In China, ‘Dance of tho Yao
Peopla ia as popular as Gersh-
win's ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ is here.”
said Washburn. “We're also doing
‘Los Volodorea' by Alice Gomez,
I'm & big fan of her work end
with the Gomez we get to feature
our own percussion section.
Thore's Lutin percussion hap-
pening and a little Native Ameri-
can sound in this piece.”

Even though Waahburn's
wor! ard to present a fasci-
nating, multi-cultural program
for the dinner/auction, she's also
busy working out details for next
Bseason.

Washbuin, who's in her firat
sepaon with the orchestra, is
oxcited about the music the Ply-
mouth Symphony will perform in
2000-2001. This fall, look for
more composers to talk about
their work before concerts in
which their compositione are
presented.

Which brings Washburn back
to the topic of money. The din-
nor/auction is vital if the orches-
tra is to raise the $220,000 opor-
ating budget needed w de]ivar

‘Spring Fling:
Dance &

Romance’

What: The Plymouth Sympho-
ny Orchestra's annual Pops
Dinner Concert and Auction to
ralse funds for the archestra,
When: 8 p.m. Friday, Aprll 7
Where: Laurel Manor, 39000
Sehoolcraft Roed, Livonia
Tickets: $45, $25 for children
through grade 12. Reserve-
tlons required, call (734) 451-
2112

mouth Symphony League
olroady has. The fund-raising
arm of the orchestra rocently
prasented Washburn with a
check for tho $25,000 they raised
by holding card parties and a
Holiday Home Walk.

*This year we had big success-
es with jazz and our March 18
concert (eaturing accordioniat
Peter Soave was sold out,” said
Washburn. “Certain piucus pw
ple love to hear. We brought in
cumpuuar into town and the

the new
rovenue from tickot sales nnd

has led down & long road for the
animator, a road that scems to
be paved in gold.

313) 537-2660 Rl S0

from
corporations, fund-raisers llke
the dinner/auction help bring
music into the community. So
instead of sponding another bor-
ing Saturday night at home, get
out and have some fun. Enjoy
yourself and support the orches-
tra all at the same time. The Ply-
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loved hearing her talk
about what went into the piece.
We're also building the orchestra
80 we get better and better. We're
working with repertoire to
expand the orchestra’s ekill.

Doing the Duke Ellington was a
stretch but went over well with
the audience. We'ro excited about
the new geason.”
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Dresents

Jessye Norman

Soprano
in Recital

Saturday, April 29, 2000, 5 PM.

Detroit Opera House

Fundraising Recital to Benzfit the Chamber Music Soclety of Detroit
Co-Sponsored by:

"The immensity of her voice struck like a thunderbolt...It was like an eruption of
primal power." "This is an amazing voice, a catalogue of all that is virtuous in singing."

--New York Thmes
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Cotcert ticket prices $30, $60, $115, $135, §165, and $250. ‘Mm are available al
the Detroit Opera House box office and all copmtzrmmans ticket centers
including Hudson's and Harmony Howse stores, To charge tickets by phone, call (2“1 643-6666.

Ms, Norman will be the guast of konor at an afterglow fundraising reception and dinner at the
Charles H. Wright Musexm of African American History to benefit the museum.
Tickets [ar the afterglow mfpﬁm nnd d:mm m $150 and $250.

For din 1 afterg
call the Charles H. Wriskl Muserm o/Afﬂan Amerkml Hiswry at Glﬂ) 494-5854.

Chamber Muslc Society of Detroit
(248) 737-3980 « wrww.ComeHearCMSD.org.
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