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Hearty laughs keép ‘Mona’ from ‘DrWnlg in absurd comedy

K Comedy:
¢ Bette Midler
stars as
Momz Dearly
- (left), Dunny
DeVito as

. Chief Rash,
and Casey
Affleck as
Bobby Cal-
zone in
“Drowning
Mona.”

PETER BORZL/DESTINATION FitMs

LTI TIE MOVIES
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Early in “Drowning Mona,”
Betto Midler commandoers hor
son’s battored yellow Yugo and
barrels dawn a country road.
she approaches a turn at the top
of n cliff, sho discovers to hor
horror that tho brakes have been
dinconnccted, She crashes
through a fence and f{lies
through the nir, landing in the
Hudson River and a damp grave.

What's this? The Divine Miss
M relegated to a bit part? No,
she returns in flashbacke that
illustrate that her character,
Monn Dearly, is the opposite of
divine. She is a superwitch who
spreads misery to all around her.

“Drowning Mona” takes place
in the New York hamlet of Ver-
planck, where all the inhabitants
seem to have 1Q's in the lower
double digits. Most of them drive
rattletrup Yugos, remnants of a
long-ago promotion by tho car

company.

Only police chief Wyatt Rash
(Danny DoVito) scoms to bo o bit
higher on the intelligence scale.
He quickly deduces that at least
& half-dozen peoplo might have
been maotivated to disable the
yollow Yugo and assure Mona's
demise.

The suspects include: Monn's
husband Phil (William Fichtner)
and son Jeff (Marcus Thomas),
who have endured years of hor
calumny; the trampy diner wait-
ress Rona (Jamie Lec Curtia),
who is having a hot affair with
Phil and would like to sece Mona
out of tho picture; Joff'a partner
in a landscape firm, Bobby Cal-
zone (Casey Affleck), who has
been cheated and porsecuted by
Mona.

Even the chief’s daughter,
Bobby's fiancee Ellen (Nove
Campbell), might have a motive
for offing Mona.

Fashioning a murder farce

with dull-witted characters in
absurd situations requires skill,
and writer Peter Steinfeld and
director Nick Gemez come
through romarkably well. Some
dry patches remain, but there
are cnough hoarty laughs to off-
set them.

The ensemble actors give it
their all, and that's as it should
be in an absurdiat comedy of this
sort. Bette Midler has never
becn naatier, and Jamie Lec Cur-
tis and Neve Campbell play their
brainleas rolus with straight
faces. Casey Affleck as the pic-
ture of innocence is a renl find;
he could give Leo a run for his
monsy.

Danny DeVito, whose company
coproduced the film, provides
some much-necded sanity amid
all the nut cases.

The Destination Filma release
was produced by Al Corley, Bort
Rosenblatt and Jonathan Weis-
gol.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

to open Friday, March 31

and Hill Harber, Rob Cohen directs this
fiim about an hieving student at
nn Ivy Leaguo college who joins o secret
socioty cnlled The Skulis with hopes to
imptave his popularity, not knowing the
dangerous implicotions that will follow.

THE CLOSER YOU QXY

At the State Thaatra in Ann Arbor. The
single men of a small villoge in [relond
hatch a scheme 10 entico American
women to the annual viliege dance. The

object mateimony, but the women of the
village might have a surprise of two for
the men folk, A chatming romantic com-
edy starsing lon Hart, Soan McGinloy,
and Ruth McCabe.

to open Friday, Aprl 7

READY TO RUNDLE

Comedy about two wrestling fans willing
1o do whataver It takes to restore thoir
falten idol to tha WCW champlonship,
Stars Dovid Arquotte and Ofiver Platt.

‘High Fidelity’ re-mixes pop music, love
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7 ENAL DESTINATION

In MIFL: Jack Black, John Cusack and Todd Louiso spin
conversation and a range of musical hits on screen.

most obscure recording possible.
Call it n subculture strictly
defined by musical preference.
Its omployces are a reflection of
thoae customera, their minda
brimming with dispesable music
facts,

Tune in to “High Fidelity”

While both varietica of record
stores are scattered about the
motro area, the latter is a focal
point and setting for the latest
Touch Pictures romantic
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comedy “High Fidelity,” dirccted
by Stephen Frears. Set at Cham-
pionship Vinyl, a struggling
independent Chicago record
shop, the film's hero, owner Rob
Gordon (John Cusack) banters
hilariously with his employees:
the mild-mannared Dick (Todd
Louiso) and cbnoxiously opinion-
ated Barry (Jack Black), wha's
known for k

them - and there's a little Rob,
Dick and Barry inside all of us.

Those who religiously consume
pop music are particutar about
what they like and when they
like to hear it. This is depicted
onsercen when Barry bursts in,
takes Dick’s CD out and replaces
it with “Walking on Sunshine,”
while gyrating rhythmically
about. He upsets everyone else
and the tape is ejected.

For me, quality listening time
occurs in my car. I adopt a short
attention span. Sometimes 1
want to belt out Fiena Apple
songs and pretend I can sing in
tune. Sometimes 1 want to slide
in Ben Folds Five and hear my
{riends yell out the words we
know by heart. The rules of the
car sterco are simple — you know
if you like it by the second noto,
you don't change the station if

into buying his picks and bully.
ing others right out of the store.
Pop mualc ia an obsession for

's singing along and
sometimes you just have to keep
driving until the song is over.
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“The Obswslonl'

12 Dancers and Musicians oo
Friday, Aprll”ulsmto 10
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Qeneral Admlsslon. $40 Students w/iD 328

www.tickets.com

Saturday, A.pﬂlzm1mm9m
BnynlOnkHualc‘l‘h:%h'e

RoyalCakTheatre.com or purchase at theatre
» Apedl 30th 3 PM to 8 PM
Capltol ’rhenlnla and Ans Center. Windsor

Qereral Admiss:
VIR

US) ($30 Canadizn)

$50 (US) (‘ 70 Clnadinn) Inclsdes l
b Afterglow

Office: {519) 233-7729

Por more wb call (3 u) umzu or {su) 565-3329




