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Since ho burat onto stnge an
the fiery frontman for Black Flag
in 1881, Henry Rollins hans nevor
truly fadoed from the public oye.
Ho just shifted focus. Musical
performances metamorphoscd
into powerful spokun-word acts,
writing books and even meking
the occasionnl mavie appearance,
At the onsct of 2000, Rollina is
back where he truly belongs ~
onstage with his band.

After fans were left craving
new music for two years, Rollina
Band finally offera up “Get Some
Go Again,” o raunchy rock album
that features all-new bandmates:
guitarist Jim Wilson, bassist
Marcus Blake and drummer
Jason Mackenroth, Alone, the
trio is known as the Loa Angeles-
based Mother Superior. A fan
himaelf, Rollins produced Mother
Superior in the studio and later
asked them to contribute to his
Iatest cifort.

Tho union proved to be a new
beginning for Rollins. Pounding
out a hard and fast 24 songs by
spring 1999, the revamped
Rollins Band didn't hesitate to
test out new material in a live
getting. “We went out with this
band no one had scen,” said
Rollins in his unmistakable and

W ‘K lsn’t rocket science, it's rock 'n’ roil. it Isn't
hard to play. t's hard to play well.’

Henry Rollins
Rollins Band

quite commanding voice. “Prople
were great. It was very encour-
aging.”

The musicnl apirit Rollins
shares with his new bandmates
was an esaential ingredient in
continuing his music career. “If
you can build up a reol interest
and confident rapport, you can
just put it out there and thrive,”
he said. “I'm having a good time.”

“Get Some Go Agnin,” the first
album Rollina ever produced for
himself, is a testament to how
this reconfigured foursome
thrives. “I had a very definite
sound in mind, very low-fi. A
spare, clean, powerful thing. I
think too much stuff obscures
the musie. I think a lot of banda
dull the music as a textural
backdrop,”

The album is many things, and
dull is not one of them. He had
such s definite idea of what he
wanted to accomplish. Not only
did Rollins choose to work with a
new band, he incorporated the
help of a fow friends ~ make that

Fidelity from page E6

When Cusack's character anys:
“What really matters is what
you like, not what you are like,"
it makes some sense. We're
drawn to people we have things
in common with, and music
perves as the perfect common
ground. Pop music is a passion-
ate medium. Who hasn't wanted
to be the subject of n song? In
“High Fidelity,” Rob admits: “I

\ want to live with a musician.
\She'll write songs at home and
auybe include one of our jokes in
liner notes.”

o hasn't thought this way

while reading the inside cover of
a CD and giggling over the nick-
names and inside jokes? It's an
extonsion of that record store
culture we've all experienced
and it sounds good to me.

“High Fidelity” opens in metro
Detroit theaters Friday, March
31.

Stephonic Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers. She can be reached at
(734) 953-2130 or e-mail at sca-
sola@oc.homecomm.net.

STAY TUNED...

Well, it laoks like another fiest
for Lori Amecy - the flirst
Athena Women'’as Music Festi-
val, that ia. The local folk-pop
godduse will hendline the ehow
1-4 p.m. Sunday, April 2, at
Amer's in Ann Arbor. She'll be
joined by singer-songwriter
Pamela West, folk vocalist
Shell, Amber Leona Jackson,
Laurc] Federbush and Jenny
Boyer. Sounds like some beauti-
ful music. Call {734) 327-2041.

On the louder end of the rock

spectrum, there’s something
supernntural on the horizon.
‘When it comes to science fiction
and industrial metal, one word
comes to mind, Forge. The
Detroit band is gaining notice in
magazines like “Sci Fi" and
online sites like “Science Fiction
Weckly,” because of its second
release “Trials,” on Static
Records, Now the band's blast-
ing off on tour. Look for them at
a club near you.
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a few very notable friends.

“I've known Scott Gorham
(Thin Lizzy) kind of since sum-
mer of '96,” said Rullins, “I did o
show with him in Dublin. He
asked me to come over and sing
a song with the band. He's a
wonderfu guy, a cool dude. We
beeume kind of pals. So 1 sang
with him on 'Arc You Ready? It's
the one song Thin Lizzy never
did a studio version of, and so I
got the idea to do it.”

“Are You Ready?" is the only
cover song that appears on “Get
Some Go Again,” and Rollins
thought for a moment it wouldn't
happen. Gorham turned down
many offers to perform on covers
of Thin Lizzy material by other
bands, but he agreed to do it for
Rollins. Rellins sent him a tape;
Gorhiam laid down the guitar
tracks and sent it back.

“It's a very distinctive song,”
anid Rollins. “You can pick him
out of a windatorm. It'a obviously
huge for us. It's such a thrill”

When it came to songs like

“L.A. Money Troin” and “Hotter
and Hotter,” Rolling found more
inspiration, this time a bit closer
to home. The MC5's Wayne
Kramer is his neighbor. “He's
always ready to play,” said
Rollins, “He’s rock 'n’ roll, ready
togo.”

In one day ond onc take of live
impruvination “L.A. Money
Train® made it to CD. Keeping
the furiously fast spirit alive,
Kramer and Rollins wrote “Hot-
ter and Hotter" in 10 minutes. “It
isn’t rocket acience, it's rock 'n’
rolt,” said Rollink. “It jsn't hard
to play. It's hard to play weld”

He has a theory about per.
forming rock music: “When
you're in a band, basically, you're
in a cover bond but you wrote
the songs. It’s like scx and food,
but it’s fun.” !

He's just as passionute nbout
spoken-word performances,
which give him even more free-
dom to speak his mind. “To per-
form music, you really have to
find it in yourself every night.
That's where the real thing
comes in, How much you are in
love with that music, that's
where it really is. With talking, I
got nothing but latitude.”

The intense “L.A. Mon~y
Train™ may be the closest to
Rolline’ spoken-word perfor-
mances that listeners will get on
this album, but he hasnt come
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close to giving it up. *It's nat like
a shtick, not like comedy. I go out
with n basic foundatiun of points
1 want to make ... I let the inspi-
ration of everything take over

Let Rollinx Band inspire you in
raw, rock fashion, 6 pm. Friday,
March 31, 8t. Andrews Hall,
Detroit. All ages. 812 advance.:
$15 day of shotw. (248) 6456666

and jum on some idea.” or wwuw.ticketmaster.com.
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