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“But we wanted to put this into a
brochure that would (generats)
the same roaction. They'll be in
the (city hall) lobby and we'll use
these aa part of all of our promo-
tions.”

8pectacular color photography
and graphics dominats the
brochure, complete with text
detailing various rental offerings
and opportunities.

About 2,600 copies were print-
od and will be distributed with
the help of the Farmington
Downtown Development Author-
ity to large businesscs and hotels
in Farmington Hills, Novi, West
Bloomfield and Livonia.

“The DDA ive director

I The brochiure Is titied
“Meoat You at the Farm-
Ington Clvic Theatro!l”

3aid all exponses and revenues
of the theater are included in
that budget, separate from the
city’s general fund budget.

Evening movie businesa han
been somewhat slow over the
winter months, but Lauhoff said
that the lag period waa consis-
tont with induatry trends. He
expects numbera to improve in
tamiem with the weather.

M hile, the theater will bo

(Judy Downey) will meet with
poople from hotels, who schedule
conferences and seminars, and
make them aware that the Civic
ie available for daytime corpo-
rate use,” Lauhoff said.

Meet you there
Auditorium rental fees cur-

rently range in price from $208 - }

(including a minimum labor
charge) to $882, depending on
whether the 250-seat lower audi-
torium or 135-seat upper audito-
rium is rented. Commercial
rentals are limited to 7 a.m. to §
p.m. Monday-Friday, for a two-
hour, half-day or full-day block.

The Civic Theatre waa pur-
chased last summer by the city
council, ending the longtime
ownership of the Greg Hohler
family. M.K.A. Inc. mannges the
facility for tho city, which took
over the Grand River landmark
effective laat Sept. 1.

According to Lauhoff, the
brochure ~ with the titls “Meot
You at the Farmington Civic
Theatre!” — cost about $2,600 to
produce.

Funds came out of a soparate
Civic Theatre budget; LauvhofT
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Vicki Barnett had with the pro-
posal was its apporent “front-
end loading.”

“How does 26 cents in gas
transiate into a two dollar sur-
charge?” she nsked. “I'm con-
cerned about the inflatienary
signal this sends.”

Liess said his fuel costa have
increased 40 percent over when
his contract waa originally
awarded. Setting the initial sur-
charge at $2 wans o way of
recouping some of those costa.

An added complication has to
do with Hadley's having been
the only supplier qualified when
the contract was bid, Lasley

lained, The company was the
only bidder located in Farming-
ton Hills, with enough trucks to
provide adequate service.

Lasley said the city had
dropped one contract with a
paper supplier, when tho compa-
ny bumped up its minimum
arder for free delivery.

“We haven't been hit with any
direct surcharges wo haven’t
been able to got out of at this
time,” he said.

Liess argued his conémct was
a little different. Whilk a paper
supplier could pass along cost
increasea by marking up product
prices, Hadley’s provides a ser-
vice, The company towa through-
aut the Hills’ 36 square miles
and is on call 24 hours a day.

°If it's an accident scene, we
could be there three or four

,” he said.

Council member Barry Brickn-
‘ot asked, "When you go to the
scens of an accident, you can't
turn your vehicle off, can you?"

Lieas said drivers are requi
by law to keep their lights going
20 trucks are always running. He
also noted his vehicles get just
five or aix miles to the gallon on
the road, and gas prices have a
major effect on his business

coste.

. Ellis asked what other major
customers, such as AAA and
State Farm Insurance, wore pay-
ing. Liess said AAA had begun
looking into a surcharge pro-
gram that would work retroac-
tively, from the time fuel priccs
increased. He in working with
‘the company and the Michigan
Towing Association to work out

: Liesa noted his fucl suppliers
axpected prices to jump as high
‘as $2 a gallon by Memorial Day
‘and $2.50 by the Fourth of July.

. Officials approved the emer-
*rhcy surcharge for 80 daya,
R said he wanted to sce how
‘major customers like AAA han-
:died the problem.

* “T'm still a little dubious about
" he commented, “but this is &
‘unique situation...Hopefully, in
‘the 90 days, we'll have a better
:Soel for the industry standard.”
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the venue for upcoming perfor-
mances by comedinns The Gay-
Jords (Bunday, Apri} 9, two per-
formances) and Soupy Sales
(Bunday, May 7, two porfor-
mances).

Tho Gaylords and Soupy
shows are being put on by Clas-
sic Productions; Lauhoff invited
anyone interested in more infor-
mation to call the promotions
company at (248) 473-7717,

The city is inviting companies
to come to the Civic and tour the
factlity. To set up & tour or find
sut more information about
rentals, call Lauhoff at (248)
474-5600.
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