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Daylight
saving

Spring forward
Did you romember [0 set
&, your clock AHEAD
o one hour?

\

BY Tod SMIm.
AND JONT HUBRED
BTAYY WRITERS.

The life of a *closo- -
knit” Farmidgton Hills
family changed forever
with just ond quick, ill-
advised, tragic turn.

Shortly before 7:30
a.m. Friday in front of
Harrison High School,
the driver jof p Mit-
subishi Eclipse headed
west on 12 Mile Road
attermpted to pull into
tho driveway that leads
up to
py 23-yoar-old

dsided on

Danlet Loo

Merchants:

No decision

to join yet

BY TiM SMITH
STArY WiuTER
tamlth@oe.homocomm.net

Downtown Farmington merchants
apparently aren’t ready to make o deci-
ston about becoming a subcommittee of
the Farmington-Farmington Hilla
Chamber of Commerce.

About 16 merchants, membora of the
recently ro-formed Downtown Farm-
ington Buainecas Association, moet
Wednesday night with Carleigh Fla-
harty, president of the chamber, Fla-
harty discussed the option of the DFBA

ing a chamt b :

“No deciaions were made,” said
Farmington Bakery co-owner Backy
Burns. *We juat }y:nrd Carleigh speak.”

l0ASO 80O )

City council will meet at
8 p.m. in council cham-
bers, 23600 Liberty. The
meeting is open to the
publ ‘

ic.
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Thinking about a new car
} or a good second car?
. You'll find a huge selection
of auto ads in today’s
HomeTown Classifieds .

tho school. The Eclipse, driven
David Leo, was

ran on the Harrison
croas country toam, died
during surgery a few
hours later, sald Bota-
ford Hospital spokesper-
son Margo Gorchow.
Both David and Debra
were in critical but sta-
ble condition at William
Beaumont Hospital in
Royal Oak, whers thoy
had been tranaported
from Botaford.

“This was just a case
where somebody tried to
beat somebody ¢lso and
it didn’t happen,” said Harrison
High School Principal Rande Horn.

Tragedy claims Harrison student

'BY TIM SMITR AND JONT HUBRED
STAYT WRITERS .

The tragic death of o 16-year-old
student at Harrison High has hoight
oned concarna nhout traffic at the
school’s 12 Mile Road entrance.

Harrison High School Principal
Rande Horn aaid the major thorough-
fare in front of the school has jong

Contentlous comer: The

. intersection of 12 Mile,
Rollerest and Schulman
Drive.

been in dire need of being revamped:
ver-That could. sntail-cither.adding
second traffic sigaal or Jeft-hand-turn
arrow to the exiating signal, which is
at Schulman (a driveway into the
school) or widening 12 Mile so that a
conter lane extonds from Orchard
Lake to Middlebelt roads. Currently,
the middle lane only flares out near
the high school.

*“It is something we really think we
need out there,” a solemn Horn said
Friday aftornoon, not long aftor
announcing the student's death to

““leR-turn lane needs to be extended

with-Horniat the-scene:!
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Fatality reopens questiOns |
about 12 Mile Road’s safety

the eatire school over the public
address system,

The principal added that the dan-
gorous road conditions have been
promising disaster “for a while, The

alt the way down 12 Mile. We've
P bly been very lucky that some-

else hasn't happened.” .
Police Chief Bill Dwyer spoke

7
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enhancing that intersection, because
traffic has picked up on 12 Mile. It's
become a major thoroughfare.”

Hills Sgt. Pat Comini, who works
in the Traffic Division, said he wasn't
aware of any serious accidents ut
that intersection in recent Limes.
However, he noted, *It is a high-traf-
fic area,”

Several

»ad.funds.
school to'i
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vears ago, officinls allocat.
ill noax.the-

visibility. Comini

causo was sn error on the part of the
driver, who apparently misjudged a
left-hand turn, he agreed officials
have to take a look at improving safe-
ty along what has become a heavily
trafficked roadway.

“It appears there’s & definite need
to do a feasibility study of putting n
green arrow to let that flow of traflic
go in the carly morning hours,”
Dwyer said, “We need to look at

wasn't awaro whether that had any
impact on Friday’s accident.

In any case, Mayor Nancy Bates
said, the city will inveatigate
whether additional mensures ¢an
taken to prevent another tragedy.

“You can believe we will have cur
people out there investigating
whether there's anything clse we can
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‘Eyesore’ to become
a diamond in rough

BYTMBMITE
8TAYY i
tamith@oe.homecomm.not

Far too many years, Farmington resi-
dent Steve Bergatrom has had to look
out hia front door nnd sce an oyesore at
tho southeast corner of Grand River
ond Mayfield, '

‘Whether the corner featured a board-
ed-up old gas stution or empty lot with
two huge craters where underground
fuol storage tanks used to be, it hasn’t
been one of Farmington's top attrac-
tiona, '

But Bergstrom'and othor residents of
tho subdivision finally have hi

Borgairom estimated that that busi-
ness closed down in the early 1990a,
leaving a boarded-up building, which
was evontunlly demotished in 1999,
Sevoral things nceded to be taken

. care of to got to this point.

Somctime during the lnst several
yoars, the underground fucl storage
tanks were removed.

Thero also was a level of 20il contam-
ination at the site, which required
remediation from the atate’s Dopart-
ment of Environmental Quality, said
Farmington Public Services Director
Kevin Gushman,

“Due to it I.;elng a gas station, t}'mm

to look forward to. On March 13, the
Farmington Planning Commission
approved n site)plan that will enablo
an upacale jowelry atore and offices to
beo built at the cotner.

“For the last elght years we've beon
ataring ot o boarded-up building or
ompty pit,” said Bergatvom, a_member
of the Farmingfon Zoning Board of
Appoale and a 15-year Mayflold rosi-
dent. “We're glnd that somothing's
going to go thore. It scems liko an
idenl, ronsonable use for that site.”

According to ‘one of Bergstrom’s
noighbors, Karen Miller, the planned
Jjowelry storo proposed by Harry Kziri-
an, will be & dofnito plua for tho subdi-
vision, Kzirian was unavailable for
commont. o

*It'd bo botter than a vacant lot," said
Millor, who, like Bergstrom, said such
a doveolopmont would prokably have o
positive impact o their property val-
ues, A

Tho carner lot once was home to a

waora from the pr
underground storage tanks,” Gushman

BY JONI HUBRED
STAYF WRITER

sald, “which is not all that
ot thoae kinds of aites.”

Gushman sald the city received cor-
respondonce from the DEQ, through
Kzirian, “indicating that they remedi-
ated tho soil conditions to the point
whore it's ncceptablo for building.”

Also requiring nttention was the jow-
olry storo site plan, which the planning
commission addressed during a Jan-
uary meeting. Commisaioners wanted
Kzirian to:

W Reduce the aize of tho building to
match the amount of availnblo parking

apaces.
W Twenk landscnping so that a
1t cxists b the buildi

Farmington and Farmington Hills
mayors Bill Hartsock and Nancy
Bates got a taste of invincibility
March 29 at a luncheon honoring
South Oakland Mayors for Qut-
standing Service to the Michigan
Municipal League.

*They put red capes on us and
called us ‘superheroes,™ Bates said.
*It wns a little embarrassing. You
feel like you ought to go change your
clothes in a phone booth.”

Tho League honored the
South Oakland Mayors Associ-
ation with the new award,

and Grand River.

@ Make sure the retaining wall scpa-
rating the lot and an adjacont parking
lot {s properly fonced.

Kzirian, at the March 13 meeting,
came up with all the answora for ll};u

Tanni lon's 41 "

gaa station, and most T ly it was
the location for & Precision Tune. But
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which izes their work on
a successful rally in Lansing in
Soptember 1999, to oppose a House
bill they felt posed n serious threat
to local control,

The MML and boiu eities continue
to opposo atate legislation that over-
vides local ordinances, and that was

day in
Lansing

Confer:
Farmington
Hills Mayor
Nancy Bates
talks with
Dana
Whinnery,
assistant city '
manager,
beforc a
session on
home rule

this past

week in
Lansing.

Cities, league work
to maintain home rule

the focus of much of the lobbying *
ion’s annual legislative con -
ference this week, .

Officials were provided reams of
information about the legal and con-
stitutional justification for municipal ¢
“home rule,” information that Bates -
considered a valuable resource, .

“It really goes back to the begin.
ning of cur Constitution,” she suid,
“This is the first time in the atate of
Michigan where our home rule hns
been undee this kind of nasndle,”

The MML has sponsored a petition
drive to include n constitutionn!
amendment requiring a “super
majority” of the Legislnture to
approve any law that interferes |
with the scope of local authori- -
1y. Lobbyista reported the peti- +
tion drive is going well, and the
MML cncouraged communitivs to
continue obtaining signatures on
petitions circulating statewide, Hart-
wock aaid.
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