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Suturday, April 8, Ritter will bo
at the opening o the 26th Inter-
national Glass Invitational at
Habntat Galleries’ in Pontiac.
Thut show will featuro work
from his newest series.

*Glasz in auch a soductive
matorial,”-said, Ritter in an
interviaw from hin studio in
North Carolina. “Glass is a-liq- -
uid and flewing. I Hke that idea.

I think of it na doing o painting.” *
While Ritter developed an’
interest in glass while toaching ~
motel-working and advortising
design at Contor for Crentive,
Studies, It was the threo ycars
ho bpont founding-the glass'
blowing program at tie Bloom-
field Art Aasociation (now the
Birmingham Bloomfield Art
Center) that allowed him to.
learn the finer points of creating

worka from hot glass. At tho
timo, ho was lving in Birming-
ham ond teaching motal-
amithing ot the BBAC, where he
served am artist-in-residence
from 1969-1972.

Reflections
. *Back'then there were only o
handful of us warking in glass,”
sajd Ritter. “Socioty of Arts &
Crafts was tho firat achool in
Michigun to start a program, We
wera the second. Initially, 1
wanted to combine glass with
Jewelry.” .
Beforo long Ritter was not only
making hia own glasa and color
{somothing he learned at Society

- of Arts & Crafta) but developing-

the style for which ho's becomo
known. Murrini sprinkled
throughout the interior signify
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it's o Ritter. Unlike bronzes

ccnll.‘ury I‘ugll!m glass artista such

viewed from the ext, Rittor's
sculpture lurca viewers into the
heart of tho piece with imagery.
Ritter began layering crystal
to incorporate murrini in sculp-
ture aftor the vessel fbrm left

as cameo Ly to
Rittor sinco ho began hia carcer
as a graphic illuatrator for o
Dotroit advertising firm. Those
six years and several painting
and sculpture classes at CC8
d Ritter to turn hot glass

him cold. A ti pro-
cess, murrini is formed by stack-
ing colored glass cance into a dis-
tinctive pattorn inside n ceramic
ring which is later sliced liko a
cookle. The family portrait of his
mother, father and alster on a

1976 vessel took dozens of hours:

to complete, .
“What attracted mo to the
murrini ia that I can do these
images that I can't do any othor
way,” said Ritter, “The technique
for murrini or cuno imagery goes
back to Egyptian times.”
Murrini, popularized by 19th

-into fine art. Eventually, Ritter

would leave Michigan to ake a
clnas with Mark Pelser a¢ Pen-
land School of Crafts in North
Carolinn, After studying with
Poiser and Richard Marquis, Rit-
ter bocame artist-in-residence
for the noxt soven yoars. Ho's
continued to teach glass at Pen-
land since 1972, .

“Since I liked pattern and line,
it lent itself to that medium,”
said Ritter, “Initially I was deco-
rating the exteriors with murrini
and felt like I waa putting cook-
fes on the sido of vesscls. While

\

the plocos take one day, the

Jmgyory takes over a month,

Sometimes they're very personal

imagea, Othors aro caricatures,”

Now works

Among the newest works are
the Mandala bowl form. Ritter
suspends lyrical strokes of green,
yellow, white and red within the
blown vessel. A 1983 pocket ves.
sol with simple Interior of
swirling brown canes {s engulfed
in translucent topnz glasa. A
black and white sandblasted ves-

- sol lent by Sosin {a dramatic,

Etching and electroforming cop-
por onto the surfaces of some of
tho newer piecos adds another
dimension to the work, which
curator Marke has followed for
somo time. Marks was responai-
ble for curating a 20-year rotro-

spective of tho glaas artist’a work
10 years ngo at the Univeraity of
Michigan-Doarborn, He's not
surprised that Conter for Cre.
ative Studies is bostowing an
honorary doctoral degres upon
thoe artist in May. L

*Ritter croates entire worlds
within gloss,”‘anid Marks. “His
work looks like a painting. I like
tho painterliness and the color.
But what fascinates mo {s how
were theae done — how ditd he do
that?* '

Don Miller agrees the process
is fascinating. A beadmaking
{natructor at U-M Dearborn,
Miiler took o workshop with Rit.
tor at Ponland, s

“It's an intercsting process to
watch,” said Miller, a Livonia
resident. “Richard's work is tech
nically intricate.” 0

i
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wrong,” said Ehretine. “Water-
color is very difficult, but I really
enjoy it. I liko belonging to tho

of the club. . .
Patterson, a Wost Bloomficld

club beecause I feel it will help
me grow aa an artiat. They show
n video or have a guest speaker
nt évery meeting.”

Rhrstine and Pattorson barely
know each other since Patterson
just joined the club in December.
Thit will change, said Ehrstine.
Comaraderio is one of the other
reasons she remains a membar

id began joining

tions like the Farmington Artista
Club back in the 1880s. He'll
show landscapes and florala
including *Morning Brseze,” a
spring-like still lifo in front of o
window opening onto a winter
acone, in tho Livonia Artista
Club show,

“I wanted to got into more
shows and a lot of Farmington

Lift Your Spirits, then Your Soles ...
.- HEssex Inn

SPRCIAL Tag

T Py 1350 oy of e Pty

: Essex Inn packages start

Norman Rockwell: Pictures for an American Peaple
An oxhibition at the Chigngo Historical Society through
. ‘May 21, .

modations, 2 tickets, parking, nm’ atl applicable taxes,
Call 1-800-621-6909
For Reservations =~
a are limitqd and subject to avallability,

2000,
at $139 ang include room

doun

.. Esvex Inn ¢« B0O B. Michigan Ave, + Chicago .

Artists Club members are in the
Livonin Artista Club and vice
vorsa,” said Patterson, who
retired from Goneral Motora in
1888 after 36 years oa o graphic
artist. He studied at the
Meinzinger Art School and Soci-
ety of Arts and Crafts (now Cen.
tor for Creative Studies) in
Datroit and exhibits froquently

. in showa such a8 Our Town at

The Community House in Birm.
ingham, Fine Arts in tho Village
at Greenmend Historical Village,
Livonia, and in Farmington
Artists Club shows, Ho has been
a membor of the Farmington
Community Arts Council for
seven years, His work {s pub.

ART BEAT

east of Farmington Road.

Livonia Artlsgs;CIun

What: 39th annual Art Exhiblt & Sale -
When: 1-5 p.m, Saturday-Sunday, Aprll 8-9.
Where: Livonta Civic Conter Library Atrium, 32777 Five Mile Road,

lished in Chris Unwin's "Artistic
Touch 3.

Learning from each other

“It broadens one’s artistic
dimensions whon you got a
group of artists together,” said
Patterson, “The Livonia Artists
Club is very informal. You learn
from each other. It pushes you to

paint ) and you're growing
baoeause you're loarning from
others.”

Ongoding demonatrations by
Patterson (1.6 p.m. Saturday),
Gerard Panyard, Leon Scheichit
and Elbert Weber (1-5 p.m. Sun-
day) will allow an up-close look
at the procesa that goes into cre-
ating t: work. A member of the

club sinco 1984, Weper will show
somi-nbstract and realistic

works,

*“The Livonia Artists Club is
tho least formal in organization
and rules,” snid Weber, a Livonia
resident who scrves on the board
of tho Visual Aris Associntion of
Livonia and the Artiata Society
of Dearborn. Weber is also mem-
ber of the Scarab Club,

Foundrd in 1960 by Olive Her-
rington, the Livonia Artists Club
meets at 7:30 p.m. on the third
Monday of the month in'Room C
of the Livonia Cluvic Center
Library. For more information, -
call president Marge Masek at
(734) 464.6772.

Art Beat features various hap-
penings in the suburban art
world, Send Wayne County arts
news leads to Art Beat, Observer
Newspapers, 36251 Schooleraft,
Livonia, MI 48150, or fax them
to (313} 691-7278,

CALL FOR PERFORMERS

The Southecast Michigan
region committee of VSA Arts
{formerly known as Very Special
Arts) ia looking for children and
adult porformers with physical
and mental challenges to take

part in their festival Fridoy-Sat-
urday, sny-6-6 at Wonderland
Mall in Livonia.

Special needs school/communi-
ty groups and solo acta from the
metro Detroit area will display
their dance, vocal and instru.
mental music achicvements at
the “Celebrato Arta-Ability” visu-
al and performing arts festival,
In the Inst festival, more than
170 adults and children sang,
danced and played hand chimes
during the two-days,

s
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Faor more information or an
application, call Connie Lott at
Far Conservatory (248) 646-
8347,

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Up to $500 is available to
asaist & person with a disability
who wants to furthor their cre-
ative talent in the area of the
vieual, performing or literary
arta. The Southeast Michigan
region committee of VSA Arts
(formerly known as Very Special
Arts) is awarding their annual

Sponsored By 760 WJR, The Observer & Eccantric
ewspapers, Bullding Indust
Mathison Supply of Livonia, Garden City and Canton.

Association and

WinA 510,000
PreamBathrocom!

W Al Masseur Massaga Bathtub by Jason
B Bath Cabinoetry by Bertch )
#Harden

& Uttra-Flush Toilet By Gerber T .
® Tile Tub Surround . ’

Take a photo of your ugly bath-
raom and bring it Into any Mathison
Supply store or mail it to WJUR,
Uglioat Bathroom Contest, 2100
Fisher Bullding, Detrolt, MI 48202,

The winnar’s bathroom wiil be
upgraded with now fixtures, tile,
madicine cabinet and accessorios
with a value of up to $10,000.

And, ho sura to visit the WJR and
Moathison Supply booths at:

-8 GARDEN SHOW

NOVI EXPO CENTER
AFRIL 6-9, 2000

All entries becorna
the props
No cash squivalsnts.
Judges daclsion is
flasl, No purchase

necessary. Winnar
will be announced
. May
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Employees of WJR Radio, Tha Obsarver & Eccentric Newspapers, BIA and Mathison Supply are not eligible to anter,
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rty of WJR.

Jack Olds Scholarship to an
artist (nges 13 and up, including
soniors) living in Wayne, Oak-
land, Washtenaw, Monroe,
Macomb, Livingston, Lenawee or
Jackson County. = °
Dondline for application is
Sunday, April 16. Tha scholar.
ship must be used for indepen-
dent work and not a student pro-
ject. Last year's winner, Janis
Stanton, created a series of 10
watercolars spotlighting Michi.

"gan sighta,

Deadline for application is
§undny, April 16. Fn‘g more

and an
call Cindy Babcock (248) 6543
9158. *

COMFUTER GRAPHICS SEMINAR

Carcer opportunities in com-
puter graphics continue to
expand and offer exciting chal-
lenges in o variety of fields. If
you have a dual interest in com-
puter technology and art or
design, attend a Real World:
Computer Graphica Seminar 8
a.m, to 5 p.m. Saturday, April 8
in the Forum Building at School-
croft Collego, 18600 Haggerty,
between Six and Seven Mile,
Livonia,

Adminsion ia frec. The sominar
features medig specinlists who
will discuss web design, pnge
lnyout, multimedia and comput-
er graphica. Attendees are invit
ed to bring their portfolios for
revigw. Schooleraft computer
graphics atudents will demon-
atrate multimedia, animation
and web presentations. Student
computor and traditional art will
be on display in the Bradner
Library 8 a.m, to 4 p.m. Satur-
day-Sunday, April 8.9, For infor-
n:)l\lﬂun call, (734) 462-4580, ext.

'OUTH PRODUCTION

Tinderbox Productions pre-
aonts “A Little Princess" 2 p.m.
Sunday, April 8 and 16, and 7
p.m. Friday-Saturday, April 14-
15 at the Masonic Temple Cathe.
dral Theatre, 600 Temple,
Detroit (park in back of facility,
uso rear entranca). -

Ticketa are $7.$12, and avail-
ablo by calling {313) 635-8962.
RiSH MUSIC

Evorything about Chulrun is
Irish including their music. The
trio, named after the favorite
wolfhound of an anciont Iviah
horo, play traditional music 6
p.m. Sundny, April 9 ot Conor
O'Nelll's Trish Pub & Redtau-
rant, 318 8, Main, Ann:Arbor,
Call (734) 665-2968 for Informa-

tion, - '
i
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