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Middle school

This winning teacher really
likes to teach these kids

Editor’s Nole: This is the sec-
ond of three stories about teach-
ers who have been honored as
Farmington Public Schools’
teachers of the year.

By TiM SMITH
BTAY? WRITER
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mghtb-xrnde team leader (four

When Mary Ellen Thompason
tella friends she would want to
teach nowhere but middle
u!wol. it results in plenty of

eyebrowe.

A lot of people tell me they
wouldn't teach middle school,
but I wouldn't want to teach any
ather group,” said Thompson, a
veteran cighth-grade language
arts teacher at East Middle
School, “They're fun, active,
quizzative and challenging, con-
stantly. They're always asking
questions, wanting to know.”

ne thing they already know
is that Thompson recently was
selected Farmington Public
Schools’ Middle School Teacher
of the Year. She received her
award at the Tuesday, March 28,
school board meeting.

They also know that Thomp-
son has a full plate. Now in her
12th year in the district, she is

of different subjects are
assigned to the same group of
students); Language Arts
Department chair; and coordina-
tor of school programs for peer
mediation, drug awareness and
student assistance,

Asked ‘about the award,
Thompsoi; said she was sur-
prised but honored to receive jt.

] feel like the re:ognilioi: is
renlly important,” she said,

use I was nominated by my
principal. But the support state.
ments ¢came from so many other
people, parents, atudents, other
teachers.”

Thompson's approachability
and paticnce seemed to be a
common thread running through
those statements,

“Mary Ellen engnges her stu-
dents in the mastery of the
materinl by using literary cir-
cles, interdiaciplinary units, cre-
ative prn]ecu. guest upcnkeru.
field trips and new tech

W ‘Mary Ellen engages
hor students in the
mastery of the material
by using literary cir-
cles, Interdisciplinary
units, creative projects,
guest speakers, field
trips and new technolo-
ay’

Eugene Seaborn
—East Middle School principal

wrate East Pnncrpnl Eugene
who d Thomp-

Onc of h:r mllengueu descnbel
hnr as "

tory wnh the Civil War.

were reading sever-

fair, car-
ing, houe:t nnd loyal
According to Thompson, her
teaching style has evolved over
e

al different novels that were
relating to those time periods,”
Thompaon explnmzd. But they
in various writ-

the years, from the old-f;
teacher-directed classroom to
one that melds multiple tasks
into a handiwork of learning.
I-‘or e:ﬁnmple, a recent u':ut
18-

Afr 1

alsa p:
ing pmjem and oral reports.
Mini-lessons, as :he called
them, also keep students fresh
on a variety of topics.
“Instead of spending a week on

punctuation ... Il focus on a cer-
tain area” such as grammar or
sentence structure, Thompson
said.

And there is 10 single method-
ology Thompeon favers to get her
material across. “I do use over-
heads, and we do quizzes. But,
there are lots of activities.”

The district teachers of the
year were entered in the
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: Mary Ellen Thompson really does like to teach mzddle-aclwol students.

Newsweek-WDIV Ouumndmz
Teacher Awards p: m coordi-
nated in pnrt by Onklnnd
Schools. Besides Thompson, hon-
ored Farmington tcachers

include William Grace Elemen- .
tary’s Vitas Underys and Harr- " -
son High School's Susan Schuitz, -

who won the district’s elemen-

tary and high school awards, .

respectively.

INKWELL

Practice: Wood Creek
students get ready for
their upcoming science
fair April 12 and 13.
Above, Raymond Pastor
(with jar) works with
Ryan Pastor and Alysa
Reid (Ir.'ﬂ) and Ben and
Max Sokoloff.

SCIENCE FAIR

On Monday, March 13, Wood
Creek’s PTA held a hands-on,
how-to workshop in preparation
for their upcoming science fair
April 12 and 13.

Brenda Karana and Ana Pas-
tor organized the event and were

]
inspired by their own kida! love
of science and by recent research
in the Januaty edition of “Popu-
lar Science Magazine.”, The
research reported that col mry
to conventional wisdom, ki
actually born hnrdwired ta!mm
science and math, Susan Ayers
and Fred Birach worked with
the students and their pmnu
on simple experiments that
everyone enjoyed.

Wood Crecek Principal Bu’nn
Ravitz said, “It’s the best' orga-
nized science fair I've evex scen
and I am confident this will be a
fun and for

ing Around the World” as their
theme and each classroom stud-
ied a particular country. They
had one morning to give a pre-
sentation on the public
announccment system about
their country, They were also
given a goal number of books to
read each week. If the goal was
met, then the student would
color in a flag for their country
and display it in the hall. Each
flog would also um-

Madeli:

1 award by

State will be held

the

Wallace, a coach at the school.
Salem will appear in the United
States Achievement Academy
Official Yearbook, which is pub-
lished nationally.

BEE
Joel Knight, a sixth grader at
Power Middle School, is a state
qualifier for the Geo-
graphic Bee spon-
sored b) National
G Heis

an
ber of miles. The whole school
had passports that were
smmped each week as they took

all®

i

HEADMASTER'S LIST ° -

Cadet Mark Cohen, a 12th
grader at Howe Military School
in Indiana, was named to the
headmaster's list for the fourth
grading period of the school
year. He is the son of Allan
Cohen of Farmington Hills,
READING MONTH

March was “Rending Month™
across the nation. Lanigan Ele-
mentary School selected “Read-

an inary trip around the
world. Lanigan studenta have
read enough books to travel
more than two times around the
world.

8. ACHIEVEMENT
The United States A:h:eve-

first sixth- -grader
from Power to make
it to the finals.

Other finalists
from Farmington are
Jaclyn Sanders, a
sixth-grader from
East Middle School and Daniel
Warsh, an eighth-grader from
Hillel Day School.

Friday, April 7, at Central
Michigan University in Mt.
Plcasant.

Victors from the state bees will
gather at the National Geo-
grnphlc Suuet):t wor!d\ndc

in W

ence in their communities.

Bella received the Millennium
Dreamers award for her work in
assisting younger students,
cleaning the school and planting
flowers. She is being saluted as n
positive role model, not oaly to

May 23 and 24 for the nnhunnl
championships.
MILLENNIUM AWARD

Bellah Shah, 11, of Farming-
ton Hills, is one of 2,000 young
people from around the world to
be named a Millennivia Dream-
er for her outstanding contribu-
tion to the community.

To celebrate the new millenni-
um, McDonald’s and Disney
searched the world to identify
young people worldwide - like
Belta - who are making a differ-

her but to young peo-
ple around the world.

She was nominated for the
program by Lasenin Jones, prin-
cipal of Wooddale Elementary

If you have news about stu-
dents, schools or teachers, let us
know at the Inkwell, Farmington
Observer, 33411 Grond River,
Farmington, MI 48336, or by
email: - JmalistewskiGoe.
homecomm.net or tsmith@oe.
homecomm.net

ment Acad that
Nicole Salem of Northville has
been named n United States
National Award winner in cheer-
leading.

Salem, who attends Mercy
High School, was numinated for

Join the Easter Bunny in
a Jaycees egg hunt April 15

The Farmington Area Jaycees,
in conjunction with the Farming-
ton Area Junior Jaycees and
local businesses, will host the
45th annual Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, April 15 at Heritage
Park on Farmington Road, north
of Shiawassee,

The hunt will begin at 10 a.m.
and is open to all families in
Farmington/Farmington Hills as
well as surrounding communi-
ties. The scheduled rain date for
the event is Saturday, April 22 ~
same time and place.

in addition to the egg hunt,

H To round off the '
day's excitement, the
Jaycees vill sponsor a
50/50 raffle to raise
furds for the renova-
tion of the Warner Man-
sion Carrlage House.

the day’s festivities will include
door prize rallles, drawing con-
test for children of all ages nnd o
special visit from the big hopper

himself = the Easter Buany. Pic-
tures with the Easter Bunny will
also be available free of charge.
To round off the day’s excite-
ment, the Jaycees will sponsor a
50/50 raffle to raise funds for the
renovation of the Warner Man-
sion Carriage House.

Aren businesses still interest-
ed in getting in on the day's
excitement, may contribute
candy and door prizes for the
event. Contact Jodi Butzow,
chairwoman for the Egg Hunt at
(248) 477-JCCS.

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: FARMINGTON

Allison Hatlon has been
named the Farmingtun Observ-
er's Carrier of the Month for
March. She is an eighth-grader
at East Middle School and the
daughter of Steve and Cindy
Hatlon. She has a sister, Lau-
ren, and enjoys shopping, going
to the movies and talking on the

phone.

Allison will attend Harrison
High School in the fall and lists
her favorite subjects as English,
choir, band, theater and gym.
She likes the money she makes
from her route and also likes
getting the chance to know her
neighbors. Allisun has learned
much about responsibility from
doing her route and feels that
other young people would bene-
fit too and learn the value of a
dollar.

if you want to be a Farmington
Observer ' plesse call
810-9014716

Alllson Hatlon

Boosters to
host dinner

The North Farmington
High School Girls and Boys
Soccer Boosters will sponsor
a lasagna (meat or veggie)
dinner before the “Grease”
performance from 5:30-7
p.m. Saturday, April 8, in
the school cafeteria. Tickets
nre 3§ ond may be pur-
chased during school lunch
haurs or by calling Nancy at
661.0716. Dinner includes
lasagna, salad, bread, drink
and dessert.

Make a visit

William Tyndale College will
host a free Visit Day from 10
a.m. to nvon Sajurday, April 15,
for prospective students and
their families. The college in on
12 Mils Road, west of Drake
Road in Farmington Hills,

For
Reservations
or More
Information
call

The
Community
House

(248) 644-5832

email:
inlo@communityhouse.com

The Community ,-louse
380 S. Bates

Blrmmg@

Friday, Aprii 7th

7:30 pm - 1

Hot & Cold Hol
{Wine/Beer & Hors D'veuvres

With Prepaid Reservations
*30 person
380 couple

at the Door *40 per person

Featuring Pianist Sabrina Asher

.,

';i;'Paiit?y'

1:00 p.m.

rs d’oeuvres
Included in the ticket price)

“\a



