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Improvements

They’re necessary on 12 Mile

injuries to his sister and brother ina

Thu death of student Daniol Lee and the
two-car accident in front of Harrison

. High School Fridoy morning not only breaks
. tho heart, but acrves as a continuing reminder

that indeed there is a problem with that
stretch of 12 Mile.

The road that inter-
sects Rollerest on the
north side of 12 Mile
ond Schulman Drive,
which leads into Harri-
son, has long been of
concern for the safety
of students and other
motorists und pedestri-
ans,

Too often traffic
engincers and decision
makers have been
forced to make pro-

nouncements on the rela-
tive safety — meaning how many people have
died - on a particular road or intersection,
and how much improvements will cost.

But when parents lose their children in the
blink of an eye, moncy concerns are irrele-
vant,

It is difficult to determine if the Lee chil
dren would have been safo had their been a
left-turn signal at 12 Mile/Rollerest/Schutman
Drive.

Danial Lee will never know. But tho time
has come to toss aside worrics about cost and
statistics and do something with the traffic
patterns in front of Harrison,

A turn lane may prevent another family
from having to lose a child. A continuation of
the sidewalk that only partiatly follows Harri-
son along 12 Mile might prevent students
from being forced to walk on the east-west
corridor or in mud alongside the road.

While we all rally behind dnyl:ght~snvnng
time as a promise of let's
that these students will now drive into Harri-
son or walk across 12 Mile'or along 12 Mile in

Danls! Loo

| the dark, further adding to un already tenu-

ous situation.

Traffic engineers and statisticians can say
there's not enough left-turn traific to warrant
a signal or there’s not enough traffic or money
to widon the rondway to include a left-turn
lane.

Statistics don't 8oy everything. And let's be
clear what kind of traffic is turning into Har-
-rison: kids driving themselves, parenta drop-
ping off their kids, or, as in the case of the Lee
children, an older brother dropping off his sib-
lings for another day of school.

: Farmington Hills officials, with loud sup-

BTAFY P110TO BY HILL umm
Fix: Concern continues about 12 Mile
Road in front of Harrison High School,
especially in light of Friday’s fatal
accident that took the life of a student.

B A turn lane may prevent another
famlly from having to lose a chlid.
A continuatlon of the sidewalk that
enly partially follows Harrison
along 12 Milo might prevent stu-
dents from being forced to walk on
the east-wast corridor or In mud
alongs!de the road.

port from the school district, must ask the
county to conduct a traffic study and do every-
thing in their power to cnsure that something
is done with the roadway in front of the high
school.

One child’s death beats a statistic.

(Editor’s note: We asked Observer sports edi-
‘tor C.J.'Risak to comment on the new home of
‘the Detroit Tigers.)

: oll, what the heck. It is a now millen-
N nium, nl\et all. This new den for the

Tigers is proof ezough.

N ‘ Comerica Park is everything Tiger Stadium

. ‘wasn't. And it can never be what tho park at
‘The Corner was.

For anyone who's been a Tiger fan their
‘entire life - a8 I have been — thero willbo a

{period of adjuatment.

1 can still remember coming out of the
bnght sunshine on a warm summer day and
going into this dark, damp, dungeon-like

.structuro. It took a fow minutes for my oyes to

_adjust, and once they did my dad was hauling
'me up this ramp back toward the sunshine.
. But coming out of that ramp into tho upper
.deck and seeing the field for the firat time -
‘the bright green grass, the brown basepaths,
ithe little men in white uniforms and blue hata
| hitting groundera and fielding thom while oth-

.ot tossad balls around in the outficld —isa

.memory of Tiger Stnd:um that can nover bo
.forgotten.

! For the most part, the sonts were ntrocmus. )

-1 8ot in the lower deck center field bleachers .
-at Tiger Stadium during arguably the most
" memorablo gamo in tzam history: Gamo Five
‘of tho '68 World Series, whon Lou Brock was
<throwu out at the plate.
Couldn't sce a thing, but I was thoro.
¢ 1didlove that ol stadium. Had to park
- quite a distance, but didn’t you just savor
+ telling the guy sitting next to you in the
‘stands you paid $5 leas to park just a fow
<steps farther away. :
But that was then - past history. Time to
mnvo ahead.

'New memories will be made

# 1 did love that of’ stadlum. Had to
park quite a distance, but didn't
you just savor telling the guy sit-
ting next to you In the stands you
pald $Z less to park just a few’
stops farther away.

Credit the folks at Comerica Park (CoPa for
short) with trying to sustain some of that
sense of history. Statues of Tiger greats in the
outfield, pillars featuring great and

_another group of us were re-

AND T's FO-N-& G-O'N k!
THAT ONE WAS CAIGHT
A KID IN FAR?‘“N&TONI
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Still a friend

was sympathetic to the recent article about

the volunteers being told their services were
no longer needed. Mrs. Bunice Lubinski stated
“Imagine that, velunteers being fired.”

Mrs. Lubinski, you are not alone. Since
1972 I would “guestimate” I have been “fired”
three times, A group of us were re-organized
at the Farmington Community Center and

ble. The handicapped apots do not allow room
for a van's wheelchair lift. My husband and
son were blocked in there one year, We have
learned to just find a distant parking area
where two spots are available and park across
both of them.
I could go on but you get the idea.
Carolyn Das

Farmington

ized at the
Longacre House. My most recent resignation,
termination or job elimination was from the
Friends of the Library Board.

Don't allow being “fired” as a final say to
your dedication as a volunteer. There are so
many organizations that simply cannot sur-
vive without volunteers. If one door closes and
the team disintegrates just simply look for
another door and team. You can always find a
way to help in your community directly or.
indirectly. I certainly am not ready to allow
one person to change my mind, dedication or
efforts to support the Friends of the Library.

‘The Friends are a much needed vehicle that
develop and supply the extra monies that an
organization can't receive through state and
city funding. I can still be a “friend” Mrs.
Lubinski and so can you.

Judy Antishin
Farmington Hills

You get the idea

acks to Gloria Hurwitz for writing about
the inaccessibility of the Grand Cafe in
Furmmgton. Unfartunntely, thm is one of
in Fi which
are dlmcult to access for some, and complotely
inatcessible for others.
Mrs. Lovill's Tea Cozy is an

Srior 1

Speclal memories

oon my family will move to Indiana. We're

excited about entering a new chapter of
our lives, but we will miss the friendship and
sense of community we have felt in Farming-
ton, I would like to thank just a few of the peo-
ple who have made our 15 years here so spe-
cial.

Mike and Kathy Baker and family have
been the best neighbors anyone could ask for.
Qur subdivision, Farmington Square, has the
positive attributes of a small town — where
ncighbors look out for each other.

Thanks to Wayne Large and the congrega-
tion of F First United Methodi:
Church, and especially John Washburn, who
mentored both of our sons through Confirma-
tion.

Special thanks to Sister Mary Innocent and
the caring staff of MaryCrest Manor, who
have lovingly cared for my mom for the past
two years, and will continue to provide TLC.

We also hold in high esteem the Farming-
ton public schools our sons have attended:
Hillside Elementary, Power Middle School,
and Farmington High School, Just a few of
the staff at FHS who have given above and
beyond the call of duty are assistant principal
Catherine Cost, counselor Michele Schneider,
and teachers Leanne Young, John Klenczar,

activnly boycott. Not only is it inaccessible to
my son in & wheelchair, but when that estab-
lishment opened it seemed that the pmpnctor
was much more d about the h !
*appearance” of her facility - [ romember
reading in the Observer that a ramp was basi-
cally vxowed as an uyesum thnn in making

her ial cus-
tomers.
Baskin Robbins in downtown F: is

another business that is difficult, if not impos-

. sible, for a wheelchair user to enter. While the

Corner Barber does have a back entrange, a

players through the concourse ... and they
still have those hot dogs, although it's doubt-
ful the new purk can retain that delicious odor
that lingered in Tiger Stadium’s cramped,
enclued aisles.

More than aay other sport, basl:bnll is his-
tory. How many guys 40 ta 45 ycars old can
toll you last year’s atarting lineup for the
Detroit Lions? And how many can tell you the

-starting linoup for those '68 Tigers? .

How often did you stay through tho ninth
inning of a gamo the Tigers were losing by
eight because Cecil (Ficlder, that is) was going
tn bat and, well, what the heck, you just never
kiiew when he might pop one over that left-
field roof.

heelchair usor has to navigate through
parked cars (note that none of the close spots
in back is a handicapped spot). Parking at the
(former) Founder’s Festival office is impossi-

Kathy Steudle and Jennifer Savage. Thanks
also to coach Bridges and the track coaches,
and the minny football coaches who tirelessly
devote their time and enthusiasm to building
character in'young people.

Thanks to the fire depe.rtment and EMS
who have responded within minutes of being
called. Thanks, too, to the many volunteers
who add richness — people like Dick Carvell,
Tina Jensen and Linda Enberg.

Qur family will always have special memo-
ries of the Farmington community.

Debbie Read, Rick, Will and Jon
Farmington Hills
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That kind of history CoPa can't
But it might bo nble to spawn some new mem-
oriea — not for me, but for my children, who
someday soon will walk through a wide con-
courge to see & wido expanse of bright green,

:| with dict bascpaths that have little men in

white uniforms and blue hats ficlding
mundérq. awaiting the stort of a new game.

HOMETOWN COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, INC.
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OUR MissIoN: “Because we publish community newspepers, we think abonf mmmumty journalism

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger

Tfu:Y to be

independent from the stories and
! and then dashing off to cover

they cover,

ping in to write the unusual or
else. We regard ourselves as both accurate

Jjournalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power




