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EIN'I'S OF VIEW

t v.u tmly a shame, I thought, when
the, Mlchimxntchnpter of the anlunnl

es relensed survey reaulta this month
showing that the etate’s *Main Street
business owners and family furmers
reject-the notion that state -pendmg
should be skewed to influcnce land use.”
The survey, unveiled by NFIB Michi.
gan Director Charles Owen, showed
that two thirds of small busincas own-
ers in2Michigan object to the idea of
directing state sponding on ronds,
schools, utilitics and other services
away .from outlying arecas “in an
attempt to restrict suburban growth."
Only one in four supported the concept.
It's a shame becauso it is exactly
those folks — Main Street busincss
owners and family farmers — who law-
makeras are trying to help most with
' their anti-spraw! initiatives.
Downtowns and small towns are
among tnose most hurt right now by
aorawl. When a new mall or atrlp center
opens out on the interstate, it's usually
the oldnr established busincss centers

that suffar the most,
Keeping Main Btreets
is exactly what law.
mnkau are hoping to

anlly farmers get
hurt now by sprawl toa.
‘The big corporate farma
will always be able to
survive, but the family
farmers are the ones
who can barely make a
profit when their land
is taxed nccordlng to what it could be
sold for if it were to be developed.
Assesaing land based on its value when
used as farm land — rather than on its
potential necording to what it could be
developed as — will allow family farm-
ers, not the unmnn to determine how
long they'll stay in agriculture and
when to put the acreage on the market.
But here is the part that really stings.
“Recently, there has been a growing
temptation among state lawmakers to
slip langunge dealing with these isaues
into budget bills,” Owens said in unveil-

ing the lurvey resulte. It's a “back-door

effort to rob Rural Peter to pay Urban

Paul, all {n the name of addressing our
alleged ‘urban sprawl’ problem.”

Quch. State lawmakers aren't trying
to hide thelr activities. They've been
quite open about the waya in which
they are trying to address sprawl,

There are dozens of initiatives aimed
at dealing with sprawl spread out all
over the place — logislation, a constitu-
901“1 amendment, budget bills, admin-

~— and none of them carry a title with
the word “spraw!” in it.

For example:

@ Gov. John Engler has proposed a
constitutional amendment for the ballot
this fall to set tax asscesments on farms
* at their agricultural use rather than on
their “higheat and best use.” Although it
13 intended to address sprawl by taking
proparty tax presaure off farmers,
sprawl is nowhere mentioned in the
proposal.

® Nor waa it when the governor's
brownfield redevelopment tax credits
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wentthmugh
® [t won't like be i in tha vcrblne
when the issue of p

Advocates of anti-sprawl should take show on the road

in the first place, we didn’t have a
debate that concluded we should

ment rights and mnnnz them to brown-
ficlds is taken up later thia year,

@ Yes, budget bills have been used.
Rep. Patricia Godchaux (R-Birming-
ham) for instance included a program in
her budget for the Michigan Economic
Development Commission in which it
would attempt to redirect development
m urban oreas.

p. Gene DeRossett (R-Manches-
ler) hnl a bill that would co-ordinate
construction codes across the state. But
it doesn't carry the spraw} label.

8 And DeRossett is the chair of a
nine-member committee studying
spraw} and ways to address it. But its
title refers to land use, not to sprawl.

The reason is that the policies in
place now that encourage and exacer.
bate spraw), that actally spur growth
further.out in greenfield areas in an
artificial manner, are also spread out
all over the place.

Of course, when they were instituted

ge aprawl. But now that we
want to euruil it, folks like Ower, I
think legitimately, feel we should have :
a debate to determine whether revers-
ing the process is what wo want to do |
and what the best ways to do it are.

Tais is where DeRossett's committee
could really do the state a favor. By tak-
ing its show on the road throughout the
state and giving voice to sll who have
pro or con sentiments about the lasus of
sprawl, the committee could provide the
forum the state necds on the overall
issue of sprawl.

If that doesn't happen, some in Michi-
gan will continue to feel that lawmakers
snuck it by them. And that would
indeed be a shame. .

Mike Malott reports on the local impli-
cations of state ond regional events. He
can be reached by phone at {248) 634-
8219 or by e-mail at mmalott@
homecomm.net

Betier prepared

Amar attending the meeting on
Wednesdny, March 15, to preview
the new component to my elementary
- school’s curriculurm, I was scriously
tempted to submit a strong opinion in
wriﬁng to the best source we have in
Farmmgmn to bring relevant issues
beforé our community.

I was not tempted because 1 felt
. the need to disagree with the deci-
" sions some very dedicated people had
made jn the best interest of our chil-
dren in order to comply with federal
mandates. I was shocked and dis-
mayed at the lack of parental interest

tent or not, the adult complacency
about the issue of sexual harassment
will be directly reflected in our chil-
dren's vicws on the subject. There
was far more ta learn at this meeting
than just the content of these two
videos.

1 believe that every family in the
Farmington School District received
notifieation from their school of the
option of previewing the “Respecting
Mysclf and Others: A Positive
approach for Sexual Haragsment Pre-
vention Education.”

Being an admittedly over-protec-
hve purcnt l wos hoping for some

ion about how to

regarding an issue that I was hnpel‘ul
would be a concern to all parents in
our community. 1 chose not to submit
my concerns because 1 did not want to
offend any of my dedicated parcn!
friends with my obvious

help my yuung children and myself
deal with this frightening but valid
issue confronting every child in even

school year, the entire curriculum my
child will be presented during next
year, Seecing that I waa a bit con-
cerned about the content, he wisely
suggested that I could get a head
start on approaching any issues I
might find sensitive to myself and my
child and not feel pressured to
nddress everything next spring.

At the currieulum presentation, I
was able to preview both of the new
video additions to the health curricu-
lum as well as review the entire cur-
riculum, in order to put these new
additions in perspective. I found the
first. and second-grade video to be
tastefully done in a manner that
would allow young children to use
their personal experiences to inter-
pret the Ievel of “what-ta-do” in an

our finest achools. Indeed the til

wu enhghtenmg in many ways.

_ opinion.
-1 have since regretted my d

ly 12 parents chose to
attend !he pre\new. There were more

after reading a very one-sided article
on the front page of Thursdoy’s Farm-
ington Observer and an inaccurate
review of the material presented.

The opinion thnt a group of 50 Hill-
side parents were the only ones seem-
ingly concerned about the video con-
tent of these lessons misrepresented
the effort that has been made by our
educators regarding this potentially
controversial subject. Most of these 50
parents chose not to attend the new
curriculum presentation, as did most
of tho parents in our district. Whether
you agree with the curriculum con-
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of our d and princi-
pals in attendance than parents. I
wag unaware prior to attending that
my childrea’s principal was the pre«
senter. But aRer realizing he and
many others have spent aver three
years of their time and attention try-
ing to best serve the needs of our chil-
dren, I was truly embarrassed with
the lack of parental interest.

Instead of publicly addressing my
concerns, I chose to personally
acknowledge the efforts of our princi-~
pal the following morning and to
express my concerns to him. I was
graciously invited to preview this
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Although the con-
cept of pnvate parts was briefly
addressed in regard to areas their
bathing suit would cover, it was not
the main issue being presented in the
video,

A young bay was being threatened
by a school bully who bas ordered him
not to tell. He thgg has a dream about
thia secret that i¥ludes a series of
relevant issues in which he learns
“what-ta-do” from two funny little
frogs. In the end he makes the choice
to tell his “Uncle Bob” and gets the
courage when he awakens to tell his
mom, who will now
help him to solve
the problem. It is
the adults — not an
innocent child -
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who view this video who will make
the leap to inferred sexual abuse. Ifa
child’s lack of innocence regarding
this area becomes apparent in first or
second grade, it is surely an area
where nduit intervention would be
warranted.

The fifth grade video was unset-
tling but alsa tastefully done, Asa
parent of younger children I found it
difficult to imagine how I will address
these in-depth issues of sexual
harassment with my children in such
& worldly way in a few years. I was
able to share with our school social
worker that what I wish to shelter my
children from being exposed to and
what 1 know is necessary and safer
for them to know are not always the
same thing. [ was assured by one of
our respected fourth-grade teachers
that evening that I will have all of the
support I will need from them in
order to approach all of these issues
as my childrea grow up. I was far
more interested in the teacher presen.
tation of this curriculum than the 20-
minute video that will be p d

1 hope these issues never hit too
close to home but if my child has to
help a friend someday they will be
bﬂuer prepared to handle itinan

d and

1 am afraid that the responsibility
of these and many other sensitive
izsues has fallen on the shoulders of
our educators whether I believe it is
fair or not. If we as parents do not
take advantage of the opportunities
we are given to address our concerns,
then we miss the chance to see the
whole picture of what our valuable
educators are trying to do in an

gly
You may choose to shelter your child
from this curriculum. You may arm
yourself with the information to be
covered and choose to use your child’s
daily events to present it as comfort-
ably as you can. Or you may choose to
let the educators of your children
carefully make sure your children
have encugh knowledge to keep them

Their daily lessons and opinions of
our children's appropriate or inappro-
priate behavior will have a far greater
effect on their future lives than a 20-
minute video. If it helps one child to
say no or to get the help they nced,
then it has served a useful purpose.

Great §%r11§n

safe. Wh your chaice, your chil-
dren will learn from you how they will
handle life’s hurdles. Make sure the
example that you set is the one you
wish them to emulate.
Sharon Bussell
Farmington
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