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Vets: It’s time to respect Vietnam

BY T SMITt
BTAFY WRITER

If such a celobration did occur
- and probably won't until 2001,

\

When Viotnam War voterans
roturned from battls during the
19608 and early 1970s, there
weren't any trumpeta blaring or
graffiti filllng the alr,

What thoso veterans usually
wore met with waa indifference,
even anger, Bad feclings cver the
unpopular war continue today,
though they are dissipating to n
certain oxtent.

Good, bad or jndifforont feel-
ings about Vietnam, howaver,
shouldn't keop the men and
women who served theve fram

iving long

tion for uurvinx their country.
said several local vetorans, The
parents of Roy Kenneth *Kenny®
Williams Jr., a 1867 Farmington
High School graduate who died
in action in 1969, are pushing for
an official tribute to those who
fought {n southoast Asia,

“I have a grant afinity for any-
one who went to 'Nam,” said
Jack Curd, 8 World War II vetor-
an who is known in these circles
by the nickname “Uncla Jack” or
“Grandpa Jack.”

ding to Wally Chri
of the pnrndu -?omnrlng Amer-
jean Legion Walker-Grove post
in Farmington ~ among partici.
panta would be Vietnam veteran
QGrant Riddell, a maintenance
wotker at Farmington High

‘l'hn ln-yaar-old Riddell, who
was one of Konny's FHS class-
mates, said it would be difficult
to draw a lot of Vietnum vets out
of the woodwork, #o to speak.
But, such an andmvor is worth
purauing, he added,

“As long as you rnmnmhor
them they’re no

*“Qur genoration, the ones that
wont to Vietnam, grew up on
John Wayne fighting World War
II. That was the image we had,
the sands of Iwe Jima, Battle of
the Bulge. ... So when we went
to Vietnam and joined tho mer-
vice, we had that behind us® and
were proud to go. “Obviously ...
when we came back we didn't
ﬁnd the respect that we oxpoct-

Bul with the riss of the Viet.
nam War Memorial and the fall
of communism during the 1960s,
attitudes started to change and
are still changing, with the gen-
arnl publzc becoming more

Riddcll who mlh about vm-
nam to Fnrmlngton High classes
on o semi-regulor basis. “Baaf.
cally, the way we wero treated
when we came home waa negan-
tive. There were all the
protesters back hero.”

Attitude adjustment
Another Vietnam War vet who
served in 1869-70 is Gary Goss,
director of the Farmington Pub-
lic Safety Department, Ha =aid
the old wounds of the anti-war

Vietnam War should
“definitely” be remembered, in
the same woy Korean War vets
are being toasted at this year's
50th anniversary celebration,
during the May 28 Memorial
Dng egnmde in Farmington, Curd

*The Memorial Day parade l-
the time to do it," Curd aald. *
think it should be done.”

and r sol-
diers felt upon returning to

erican soil, are slowly healing
for many veterans.

*It was quite different from
when we loft,” Goas said. “Thero
was a lot of bitternesa about that
(the treatment when they
returned), Wo didn't feel as
respected, liko the World War I1
vets.

, Goss sald,

About Knnny’u parents’ quest
to properly recognize Vietnam
voterans, Gosa said he'd like to

.see it happen for next year's

Memorlal Day parade. (Such
efforts would be wasted this
yoar, because it is the 8§0th
anniversary celobration of the
Korcan War, Christensen said.)
A positive spinoff is any resur-
gence of recognition could also
got thosa vets involved in impor-
tant service orgar 'zations auch
ns the American Legion and Vet-
erans of Forelgn War, which now
are predominantly made up of

World War II veterans, Gosa *

said.

ia atill looking for Korean War
veterans for the 50th anniversary
tribute, to take place during the
Memorial Doy parade. Call (248)
474-8654.

Accident victims reported doing well

The siblings who aurvived an
accidont in front of Harrison
High School Friday morning
appear to be recovering well
from their injurics.

Debra Lee was discharged
from Beaumont Hospital in
Roynl Qak on Wodnesday,
according to hospital spokesper-
son Eileen Walf, The 13-yenr-old
is a student at East Middle
School,

a UPDATE

David Lee, 23, remains hoapi-
talized, in good condition. He
was driving Debra and 16-year-
old brother Daniel to school
when the accident eccurred;
Daniel died during surgery at
Botsford Hoapital Friday morn-
ing.

Farmington Hills Police have

[finally)

not d an official cause of
the accident, aithough Chief Bill
Dwyer indicated an initial inves-
tigation showed David may have
misjudged the speed of on-com-
ing traffic before turning left into
the drivewny that lends to the
high school, His Mitaubishi
Eclipse was broad-asided by a
Jeep Cherokee, which was driv-

en by a 48-year-old West Bloom- |

field mon,
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SWEET AS CANDY
HANDY~DANDY DAY

Somerset's most famous residents are planning
the most spectacular celebration ever...
and you're invited!

Performances Wednesdays through Sundays
April 8th through 22nd - 1p.m.
In the Bunny Village at The Somerset Collection
South Rotunda .

THE BUNNY VisITS BEGIN APRIL 8TH!
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