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A gamo-tying home run proved to

: be the record breaker for University

of Detroit-Mercy senjor Mike Doguan-
no (Farmington Hills and Catholic
Central).

Deguanno's leadoff homer in the
bottom of the seventh Inning helped
glve UDM a 10-7 win over Aquinas
College. The homo run was his fifth of
the scason, but more importantly, the
36th of hia carecr, giving him the
achool record and breaking Jamie
Lopiccolo'a school mark of 34,

" Falcons crush Cranes

The Farmington baseball team
braved Tuesday’s blast of winter-like
weather to win ita acason opener at
Bloomficld Hills Cranbrook, 16-2.

Farmington ripped open a close
gamo by scorirtg 12 runs in the sove
enth inning.

The Falcons had an outatanding
pitehing porformance from Ian Par.
donnot. The junior hurler went the
distance, striking out 16 batters and
giving up only four hita.

Offonaively, it was a balanced
attack for the Falcons, with every
starter getting a hit.

Brott Brown and Teny Luttman led
the way, both going 2-for-3 at the
plate. Brown had a triple, scored four
runs and stole two bascs; Luttman
had two RBI and scored two runa.
Justin Gerwatowski and Kyle Burcar
drove in two runs apicce. .

*It wasa not ideal baseball weather,”
Farmington coach Pete Finn said.

oth teams were having a hard time
awinging the bat, but we wero ablo to
zoro in on some of their startor's
pitches and get some runs.”

Despite the weather, Finn was
pleased to got the season under way
with a victory, . -~ PR

“I was happy that we came out with
¢ good attitude and wera ready to
play in the ¢old woather,” he said,
“We do have a lot of room for improve-
ment. We need to do a botter job of
running out some balla, On a cold day
like this, though, I've got to keep
things in perapective.”

Mercy wins golf debut
Defending state champion Farm-
ington Hills Mercy opencd ita girl golf

- senson Manday, but the Marlins have

yet to put their A squad into action,
Mercy played its B team in a dual
meet with Waterford Qur Lady of the

. Lakes and won, 183.278.

Scoring for the Marlins were Katie

" Landsberg (47); Katic Dinsmora (48),
" Michelle Kelly (49) and Maureen
McFawn (48),

Mercy has its firat Catholic Loague
dual meeot today at Gownie Golf

. Coursa against Harper Waoda Reginn.

Thoe Marline have also won the
Catholic Lengue title cight straight
years, which. is as long as the leaguo

Brown cheers MSU to hoop title.

Farmington High grad and
Michigan State cheerlead-

er Scott Brown helped root
{he'SgartltlmsL to the NCAA

ip.

By DAN O'MEARA
BTAYF WRITER
domearaGoc.homecomm.net .

Thanks to the exploits of Mateen Cleavea and the
other senfors on the Michigan Stata University basket-
ball team, Scott Brown was able to end his college
earcer on a winning note, too,

. ‘Tho Farmington resident and MSU student waa
courtside Monday night at tho RCA Dome in Indianapo-
1is, cheoring the Spartans on their woy to the NCAA
championship,

Brown, a 1995 graduate of Farmington High School
now in hia final collego luded a four-y
atint with tha M8U cheerleadiag squad during which
ho traveled across North America in support of the foot-
ball and men's hoop teama,

Tho more-experienced Spartana rolled over upstart
Florida before a national television audience Monday
night to capture their second NCAA title in school his-
tory, 89-76.

*I think it's one of the grentest things I've been a port
of at MSU,” Brown said. “There have always been big

victories in football, busketball and volloyball, but this
was definitely the pinnacle of my college carcer. It wans
a great win to go out on — a last hurrah, you could
soy.” |

Brown waa impressed by MSU's aggressive style of
play and thrilled to sce the Spartans take control of the
game early against the Gators,

*I think they approached the game with their heads
on straight,” he snid, “*They did their homework and
went out there, fought through the press and played a
very productive game,” '

Brown had 1 fid in the Sp all
the way.

“Although we hndn't always scen it during the tour-
nament, I knaw when thoy needed it they always
brought ous their A game,” he said, “After being down
14 to Syracusc and coming back to win, I know they
wouldn’t Jose.”

Even when Cleaves twisted an ankle early in the sec-
ond half Monday and left the game temporarily,
Brown'a confidence never wavered,

“That happened right in front of me,” he snid. “When
1 saw him limp off, knowing how Matcen is, I knew he'd
get it taped up and be back out. He wouldn't let it keep
him out of the game.” i

Following the game, Brown and the other cheerlead-
ors led an impromptu pep assembly at the RCA Dome
and later went to the team's hotel to greet tho players
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The road to Indy: Following MSU’s regional victory at the Palace of Auburn Hills, Brown
and his mother, Bernetta Brown, display an early edition of the next day's newspaper.
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Balanclng act: Scott Brown (right) li/isi
a fellow cheerleader at the Final Four. |

Hawks enlist help with pitching staff
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FH coaching m_ﬁl!cs a difference,

has been a

: Ambassadors No. 1

The Compuware Ambassadora
enter the North American Hockey
Lengue playoffa as the top team in the
Eunst Division ofter splitting their

- finn! two games af the rogular scason
. ot St, Louis last weekend.

The Ambassndors got a 6-1 win on
Friday, gotting two goals apiece from
Matt Rutkowski and Ryan Lessnau.

- Lukas Krajicek had a goal and an

aneist and Mark Norrington scored a
goal. Craig Kowalski stopped 27 of 28
shoto on goal to got tho win,

St. Louls avenged that loss with a
3.1 win over Compuware, Eric Ortlip
scored twice in the third period for
the Sting; the Ambassadors’ goal was
scored by Chria Sad. .

The Ambassadors begin tho dofense
of their NAHL and national titles by
hosting the USA NAHL Team in o
best-of-throa series that starts at 2:06
p.m. today. Game Two will be at 6:35
p.m. Friday, and Gome Three (if nec-
ensary) 2 p.m. Saturday, All three will
be played at Compuware Arena.

NAHL Grc4 of Week

This honor goos to the Plymouth

Whalers’ Damian Surma, He had a .

goal and an assist in an 8-0 playolf
win over Guelph and addoed an nasiat
in & 8-2 victory over Guelph Friday,

A 1B-yonr-old left wing from Lincoln
Park, Surma was socond on the
Whalers in scoring during the regular

- season with 32 goals and 38 assiats
. for 70 points, In 54 games with tho

Compuware Ambassadors in 1857-98,

| 8urma had 12 goals and 18 asaiats.

will develop the
quality pitching it will need thia year
to remain a bascball power,

Longtime conch John Herrington has
ox-Detreit Tigers pitcher Dan Potry
and former [Iarrison All-Observer and
Wayne State University ace Jake Law-
son werking with his pitchora.

Chris Ghannam will remain the top
asststant coach, and Herrington’s son-
in-law, Rob Zelingki, ia alao helping
with the coaching dutiea.

N BASEBALL

“I shouldn't have to do anything,
excopt they're not all there at the same
time,” anid Herrington, who will con-
tinue to coach from third base. “I think
I have the best coaching staff I've had.”

¢ Hawks, who have won the West.
ern Lakes Activitics Association title
threo of the last five years, can use the
extra conching in the pitching depart-
ment,

Harrizon Jost threo of its top four
pitchers to graduation — regulars Zach

g

Burton and Joe Ghannam, as well as
Mike Hoad, a second-team, all-aren
first baseman.

The loading returneo is junior right.
hander Tim Doig, who was 6-0 with a
3.73 carned run average. He struck out
35 in 30 innings.

The Hawks, who were 23-6 last year,
are counting on senior Jim Kay, a
transfer from JTarmington High School,
and left-hand junfor Matt Zatkin, who
pitched on the JV,

Herrington might also call on senior
Lou Hadley, who will play shortstop
and hasn't pitched since he was o
freshman. Hadley hadn't played quar-

terback since his freshman year,
either, but cnded up leading the
Hawks to a state championship in foot:
bail Jast fall. .

“We have 11 players who are at least
part-time pitchers, but those are thd
top four,” Herrington sald.

Seniors Ed Cleland and Kent Taylor
will share the catching position. Cle-
land was the backup last year, and
Taylor’s playing time was limited by a
sore arm, He did hit .295 ns a designat-
ed hitter, however,

Three quarters of a quality inficld
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Whalers calm Storm, 5-1,
advance in OHL playoffs

Started slow, but the finish was fast
and decisive.

After losing the first two gamea of
their best-of-seven opening scries in
the Ontario Hackey League playofls,
the Plymouth Whalers regrouped. An
8.0 trouncing of the Guelph Storm
March 29 gat them righted; on Tuesday
at Guelph, the Whalers ended the
seriea by atopping the Storm, 6-1.

Plymouth, the OHL's top team dur-
ing the regular season, wins the serica
by aweeping the finnl four gamea. The
Whalers next opponent depends on the
outcome of the other threo OHL West-
ern Canference quarterfinal serics.

Justin Williams continued his red-
hot play with a goal and an assist, but
this gamo belonged to Stephen Weiss,
who acored two gonls and nssisted on
another,

Onco ngain, the Whalers sent Guelph
goalic Chria Madden — who was
instrumental in their first (wo defents

1 HOCKEY

— to the sidelinos early by scoring
three first-period goals.

Williams gave Plymouth an enrly
lead, scoring at 5:09 of the first peried
with nasiats from Weias and Chris
Cava. Kris Vernarsky made it 2.0 with
an unassisted gonl at 14:)9, and 1:44
Intor Welss incrensed thnt lead to 3-0,
assists going to Willinms and Cava,

Weins' second goal, scored before the
second period was a minute old,
pushed Plymouth's ndvantage to 4-0.
Cole Jarrett nssisted, .

The Storm got their only goal of the
game with three scconds left {n the sec-
ond period from Joe Gerbe, T

Stephen Morria ended the Whalers!
scoring, gotting the only gonl of the
third period with 8:34 remnining:
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