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Emir Madunjanin
North Farmington

Justin Ockerman
Garden Clty

Phil Watha
North Farmington

Matt McCaffroy
Plymouth Salem

All-Area
basketball
selections

Matt Mikol
Farmington

Donald Didlake
Bishop Borgess

Kan Nothor
Plymouth Canton

John Bennett
Livonla Churchill

Jason Waldmann
Ptymouth Canton

+ . FIRST TEAM
51, Emic Moduryonin; 86, N. Farmington
St Matt McCaffrey, 66, Plymouth Solem
S¢. Donaid Diciaka, B-10, Dishop Borgess
. Justin Ockeerian, 60, Gardon City
S¢. Ken Hather, 65, Plymoutn Canton

“- SECOND TEAM

. 54, PNl Waths, 61, North Famington
Jr. Mgt Hixel, 611, Fermington
St. Joho Bonnatt, 64, Livonia Chorstill
¢, Jason Wakimann, 68, Ply, Canton.

1. Rob Spark, 63, Cattaic Conteol

THIRD TEAM
¢, usti Milus, 86, Formington
S, Dorria Isenses, 63, Ply, Christion
+" 51, Shano Nowsk, 530, Wayne Memorial
8¢, Mty Londas, 65, Cathalic Centrol
8¢, Joo Hundiay, 60, Fammington Horrlaon
FOURTH TEAM

* 81, Yaku Moton, 68, Westiand Gienn

" S¢, Rick Bueack, 84, Liv, Clarenceville

| . Caaric Mann, 8.7, Redtond Thurton

. . Rysa Celuskey, 82, Cotnolic Centiol

Rob Sparks
Catholic Contral

. Dave Corty, 0.1, Phymouth Chuistlan .~

Coach Doug Taylor
Plymouth Chistlan

_——
- ALL-OBSERVER BASKETBALL

COACH OF THE YEAR
Doug Taylor, Plymouth Chiistian Academy
HONORADLE MENTIONS
K. Farmington: Adrinn Bridges, 8¢lon
Iman; Farmlngton: Chad Seabom: Hae

n Himmerguth, Andy
rk Dolger; Canton: Dan
Chwis-

. im Recdy: Canton AQMpe

tisn: Psul Anleitner, Jullan Wattling
Stavensoa: Keshey McChistion, Horland .
Beverty, Mike Lanardon; Franktin: Darok *

hema; Charchiz: Randalt Bobolge, Beec-
don Dejkiinskl, Ayery leseup, Brad
Boscoe; Clarsncevilie: Corey McKandry,
5cott Wion, Scot Carr: Lithetan Wost-
[snd: Charile Hoeh, Luke Koaten, Nate
Mockos; Huron Valley Luthetan: Rene
Amat, Man Kleinke; Pry, Cheistien: Mike
Huntsman, AJ, Sherril; John Gienn; Bront
Bogla, Michoo) Franks; Wayne: Gary Joiv
#on, Justin Goinw, Jormalon Gamner; Hed-
Unlon: Mike Macek, BIll Carcona:

“ Towrwton: Matt Nownk, Jessa Dootay; Gae

don Gity: Drlsn Harmot, Jess Webd, Aot
Hudson; Redlord CC; Anthony Corettl,
Mark Willoughty: St. ' o,
Grag Rusaall; Borgess: Knatll Mims,

Goofge Toles.

All-Observer

Farmington players earn area accolades

Obaerverland had ita fair
sharo of talent this prep basket-
ball aeason, But while a lot of
pont-season dreams went unful-
filled, Plymouth Christian
Academy did ali it could with
what it had.

‘Whiih is why PCA's Doug Tay-
lor is thia year’s Observer coach
of the year,

The Engles were a surprise
last scason, reaching the Claga D
rogional final with a team of
mostly juniors. They finishoed
with 21 wins and some high
hopes for this campaign.

But hopes and reality often
remain strangers, The way the
1998-2000 season storted for
PCA, it seemed the hopes may
have been too high.

Taylor remained confidont,
however. After a 24 start, with
o lopsided losk to Adrian
Lenawee Christion — the team
thzt had climinated the Eagles
from the state tournament the
provious senson — Taylor got
things turned around.

PCA rattled off 18

ok

H BASKETBALL

gomo. He wos also aa allWLAA seloc-
tion, °

An honor roll studeat, McCaffroy
plans to sitend Princeton University.

Donald B! Borgess: His
coach calls Didiske s diamond In the
rough, Even a9, Didlake's play was o
gom Lhs season.

The 5-10 senior guard averaged 20.3
polnta per game, five osalsts, alx
sobounds and \wo steals for the Spar-
toas.

*He's an extremaly talented guard
that Is copable of taking 8 gome over,”
sald Dorgess coach Chuck Albright,
“Right now, 1 fecl ha's a dismond In the
rough but Lhere's more to be soen, He
hasn't feached his ful) potential yet.
He's still peaking,*

Didiake hasn't signed to play in col-
loge yet, but Is belng tooked at by
Lomar, Hompton and several Mid-Amerf-
con Conferenco schools.

*He's going 1o be a great guord for
some coifege,” sald Albright.

Justln Ockerman, Garden Clty: The 6-
0, 245 pound Junlar mado All-Megn Blue
Dlvislon and socond-team All-Motro
West after 13 polnts, nine

wins, among them a 16-point
win over Lenawee Christian, the
firat in achool history. The
Englea won the district and once
again reached the regional final,
where they faced Lenawee onca
again, .

This win went to the Cougars,
whose only previous loss had
been to PCA. Lenawes ended up
reaching the state championship
game, where it lost to Detroit
City.

The Eagles weren't an ensy
team to ceach, olten following
spectacular playa with silly mia-
takes. But Taylor showed the
patience to let them play and
eventually take them as far as
they could go.

ALL-AREA FIRST TEAM

Emlt Medun]anin, North Fammington:
Medunjanin was a major reason the
Raigers wera cochamps for the second
year in o row In the Westarn Lokes
Actlivitics Asscciatlon regular season
or won their first WLAA tournament
itle since 1988,

The G-foot-6 senler center was sec-
ond In scoring with 14.7 points per
game and fed North in rebounding with
on averoge of 3.6.

Medunjonin, who otrived In the U.S.
Just o few yoars ogo fram wartorn
Bosnlo, shot 53.6 percent from the ficld
(12801-220), 31.6 from three-point dis
tance (6-0f-19) and 65.8 at the free
thiow ling {42-01-79). Ho olso averaged
2.0 ossists, 1.5 blocks and 1.7 stesls.

“The big thing is how good a ployer
he Is for onty having played the game for
four years,” coach Tom Negoshian said.
*Ho has a great upside (o him. He
shoots the tall very well for o kid his
size. Ho hos geeat hands and greot feet.
Consldering what he can da 8s a blg
#id, you're talking obout a pretty good

er.

“where hie's come from In four yeors,
not just In terms of basketball but every-
thing in his life, 3t's just a great story.”

Matt McCaffroy, Flymouth Salem: A
largo part of what Plymouth Salem
accomplished this season can be credit-
cd to s a cen-

rebounds and 4.6 blocks per gome.

He also shot 60 percent from tho
floor and 60 percent {ram (he free throw
%ine In 16 gamas before golng down with
a sonson-ending kneo Injury, Garden
Clty wos undafoated in Its first 16
gomes.

“Justin’s got all the skills,” Garden
City conch Greg Willlamson said. “He
has great honds and a soft touch around
the basket.

"Ho changes the complexion of
gomes 80d funs the floor very well. Ha
camo to us in good shape after foot-
ball.”

Ockerman Is o three-sport sthiate
who also oxcols In basebati.

Kan Nethar, Plymouth Canton:
Nethor, & senlor who tranaferred to Can-
Len aftar ploying his juniot year at
Southfleld HS, hod Lo adjust 10 the
Chists’ motion affense and that took 8
bit of tima, But by midseason, ho wos
tlling.
 Nether “led us In pimost everything,®
3old Canton conch Dan Young. The &5
forward averaged 18.2 polnts while
making 53 porcent of his shots, and he
leg the Chlefs in with 9.0 a

socand halt of the season, he really
plcked R up.” |
Nather s considering severol schools,
1hem 5iena Heights, Lake Supert-
or State, Rochaster College, Schoaicraft
Colloge and Hensry Ford CC.

ALL-AREA SECOND TEAM

Phit Watha, North Fi Wstha
mada his reputation as 8 three-point
shooter, bul the others parts of his
game Improved and were noticed this
yeot, Ha defended, rebounded and went
o the basket with tha ball,

The 61 senlor wing, a thise-yoor vos:
alty playet like Medunsnln, led the
Raiders In scoting with 15.7 points per
geme and was hird In rebounding with
3.8

Watha mado 52.2 percent of his field
goals {119-01-228), Including 41.2 per-
cent behing the s {54-01-131). He was.
an 82.2-percent fica thiow shooter,
sinking 37 of 45 shots.

*(Wayne dtate coach} Ron Hammye
had a grest quote,” Negoshlan sald, “He
a0 'Y've been coming 1o your practices
and recruiting Emir. | think Phil might be
your best player; | should be recnulting
him, Tom."

*He's 0 low maintenonce, Ho doas-
n't do & lot of Rashy Lhings, tat he plays
consistantly end makes very few mis-
takes. You lell him something once and
that's i, because he hos a great undur-
stending of tha game.

“He didn"t get encugh credit defen-
sively. We were No, 1 In Osktand County
the last two yeors, and Phil was asbig 8
pant of that as anybody.*

Matt Mikel, Farmington: The 5-foot-
11 junior has stanied at elther point of
two'gumrd for threa years and this yoor
led ha Falcons 1o heir winningest sea-
son in schoo! history with n 17-8 record.

Playing on a team with baisnced scor-
Ing and abllity, Mikel still led Farming-
ton In avery category except tebound:
Ing.

He scored in double figures In 13
gamaos and scored either eight o nine
points In six others, He averaged 11.4
polnts, shot 48 percent from the fioor
{74-01-181) and made 48 porcent of his
three-point attempts (42-01.88),

Mikol's strongest attribute might ba
bis free throw shooting, however, He
sank 72 of 87 chances for 83 percent.

*Ha's like having 8 coach on Lhe
fioor,” cosch Denny Mikel said. "He

gome ond In assista with a 2.8 averago.
Ho also mads 78 percent of his free
1hiows.

~And ho usually guarded tho (opposh
tion's) best playor every gome,* sald
Young. I think that says It oil. In tha

what we're trying to do
offensively 8nd delensivety, g ho reat-
Iy gets us into our offense.

“His stats don't Jump out ot you,
‘because everybody did thelr part offen
sively for us. Wo had fout of five guys
scoring olf 8bout the same.

*He want 1o the line in some of our. .
closer games and made koy frea thiows .
that lced wins for us. He trings o well-
founded game (o the taom, and I'm glad
ha's coming back for ancther yoor.”

Jobn Bennett, Livonls Churchlll: The -
84 sonlor forwsard Is Churchlll's No. 2
all-time caseer scoring lsader bohind
Tom Bay (881} with 731 points. Ho piso*
set the Churchilt stngle-season point
total mark with 372, -

Bennett averaged 17 points por game. .
this son, 20 ppg In the Wastern
Lakes. Ho had season highs of 31 (vs.
Plymouth Centon) and 29 (ve. Walled
Lake Western), L.

He shot 45 percent from tha feld (87
of 192) and hit 33 percent from thiee- *
point range (40 of 121). M

*John |s one of the best long-range -
shooters soen In yoars,™ Churchitl. !
caach Rick Austin sald. *He runs the
Aoor very well. Wa couldn't wllize him
as much 83 a rebounder, but ho was &«
Kreat leaper for his size.” L.

Bannott, who sat the schoo! single- *
gome scoring record as a junior with 37,
mace first-1oam All-Westemn Lokes.

Jason Waldmann, Plymouth Caatoa: ~
Waldmann wss, [n the words of Ply.
mouth Salem coach Bob Brodie, "a load
Insice,” :

Waidmann combined with Nether to +
give tha Chiefs o very effective one-two
punch. The 65, 235-pound senlor was
*lhe best post pteyer I've cosched,”
s0id Canton coach Dan Young, “Every- .
ono‘s dafense wes goaed 1o stopping
hl

m. :
“Ho's got graat hands and he's » -
2000 passer, and of course he cen .°
score.” :
Which he gld with graat efficiency.

rebounds and 2.8 sssists per game, and
fed the team with s 63 percent fleld
gos! percentage.

*He handies the ball well for such 8
i guy,” Young sald. Waidmann s con-
sidering Acvrlen College, Rochester Cob
lege and Schooicraft,

Rob Sparks, Redfotd CC: Looking *
salely at the numbers, Sparks might nat
make most all-area teams.

Considering that he had back surgery
an a hernisled dlsc In October, 14
points per gome looked protty good for
the 63 senlor guard/forward, "

"He ended up playing 17 games, but
In the first two or Lhrae of those, he
played & quarter hera and 8 helf there,”
saly CC coach Rick Coratti. “By mid-
January, he got back Lo theeo quarters
of the game, So while he sversged 14
poinls, whan he finally came back it
was more tke 18 or 19 points per
game.”

ter,

The 67 senlor was, os Rocks’ cuach
Bob Brodie described him, “our go-lo
guy.” Indeed. the Salam offense
revolved oround McCaffroy and his play
inslde. Ho was Instrumental (n Satem's
winning o state district titfe and tcoch
Ing the WLAA playetf finals,

McCoffroy ovaraged 16 points, 11
rebounds and moro thon two blocks 8

[P VOR

SIDING{
\WORLDJ}

Sponsored By 760 W]R, The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, Building Industry Association and
Mathison Supply of Livonia, Garden City and Canton.

WinA 10,080
Dream Bathroom!

Take a photo of your ugly bath-
room and bring it into any Mathison
Supply store or mall it to WJR,
Ugliest Bathroom Contest, 2100
Fisher Building, Dotroit, M{ 48202,

[ R N
4 Colors + $2.00 The winner’s bathroom will be
HLFIRST QUALITY Wit MARRANTY . . Vv upgraded with new fixtures, tile,
= y 5 Ll dicine cabinet and ios

"ALUMINUM

with a value of up to $10,000.

) - Alumlnum—b-' -
| SEAMLESS GUTTERS |

COIL STOCK And, be sure to visit the WJR and
24" x 501t [ R e v o oo | gsuors e Mathison Supply booths at:
Iy N DE|
s38L.. .|| 5 7 5¢ W $69% SPRING HOME
Byt o' Fro ) £ %69, % GARDEN SHOW

' SOLID VINYL WINDOWS |

b

NOVI EXPO CENTER

Viny[ Soffit

i IN STOCK From : APRIL 6-9, 2000
\ for ovathangs 95 | . i
| AP Gaaring’ ! pSIps All antries become
$ 95 Cteaning o8 f $ 95 B Alr Massour Massage Bathtub by jason the proporty of WJR.
1 69,‘I M i 39 )] & Bath Cabinstry by Bartch Home & o Pt
B - . 1l # Faucets by Harden udges declsion Is
JeTaTIES LMD ; (o R W Ultra-Flush Tollet By Gerber Garden fnalNo purchase
TROIT MADISON PR WYANDOTTE & Tils Tub Surround Show will be announced
HEIGHTS CLEMENS 2151 EUREXA RD. - B Home Ir — May 13, 2000,
asmonanor [REIELIT u And More!
OPS%T)ll':n Ili‘l))"sg;r 0 d i Employens of WJUR Radio, The Obsorver & Eccentric Newspapers, BIA snd Mathison Supply are nol eligible to enter.
’ £ \ p




