April 30.
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Meet artist Richard Ritter and
view his “Suspended Expres-
sions: Virions in Glass” at the
Alfred Berkowitz Gallery, Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn.
Opening reception 5-8 p.m., dis-
cussion with Ritter at 6:30 p.m.
Call (313) §93-5400 or (313) 693-
5087 for information. Exhibit
continues through Sunday,

Join Suzie Gouine (left to right),
Patrich O'Reilly of Farmington
and Jason Smith of Garden City
as they sing, dance, romp and
play their way through the teach-
ings of the Gospel of Matthew in
“Godspell,” 8 p.m. at the Bon-
stelle Theatre, 3424 Woodward
Ave., Detroit, Tickets $10-$13,
call (313) 677:2960, ... _

Estonian con-
ductor Eri
Klus conducts
the Detroit
Symphony
Orchestra in
a program of
two tone-
poema “Don
Juan” and
“Till Eulen-

Strauss, 3
pm.at
H Orchestra
Hallin
Detroit. Tick-
eta $19-$50,
call (313)
576-65111.

Kot Ticket: The Royal Han-
neford Circus, featuring ring-
maoter Billy Martin, comes to
The Palace of Auburn Hills for
eigﬁ:‘gerfarmancea, Thursday-
Su , April 6-9, Tickets $12,
88, and $5, All seals opening
night are $4. Call (248) 645-6666
for show times and ticket infor-
mation, - .. '

TRINITY
HOUSE
THEATRE

Taking

bod's
Silence

——to task

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

BTAYY WAITKR
fchominGoe.homecomm.net

E lio Wiescl's only play is one

Thomas Malcolm Olson has

been wanting to direct for
some time, Written by the Nobel
Peace Prize winner in 1979, “The
Trial of God” opens in a village
where ncarly all the Jews have
been exterminated.

Wiescl spenks from experience
in the play, and three dozen hooks
he's written about the horrors
Holocaust victima auffered during
World War I1. Deported with his
family from Transylvania (Roma-
nia) at age 15, Wiesel survived
Auschwitz and Buchenwald. His
mother, father ang youngest sister
did not. A peraistent literary wit-
ness to the Holocouat, Wiesel

~ recalls his own’ struggle with God
' in the play and several of the
" books including hi i

- ¢

BTAFY PUOTUS BY BRYAN
Questloning God: Guy Snyder (left back), Mark Hammell,
Hannah Riddell, Art Collings (Icft front), PW. Henry, and
Anessa and Scot Martin put God on trial in the Elie
Wiesel play based on a true story.

“The Trial of God”

« What: Trinity Houss Theotre rrasents
_.the play by Nobel Peoce Prize winner
Esie Wiesel, * "

* Wheas Opens Fridoy, Aprll 7 and runs

Soul searching .

Olson's found himself doing a Jot
of soul searching in the cight
wéeks aince rehearsals began for
the play produced by Tim Dun.
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Wiggles
give kids
the giggles

BY KIMBERLY A, MORTSON
HTAFY WRITER
kmortsontos.homecomm.aet

Barney will have a quartet of special
guesta wriggling, squiggling, and wag-
gling their way onto the stage of his
Musical Castlo as the Australian chil-
dren’s group “The Wiggles,” comes to
Detroit, Thursday-Sunday, April 6-9.

During the April 2000 tour of "Bar-
ney's Musical Castle,” The Wigglea will
perform during interinission at all of
the Barney showa at Cobo Arena.

‘The Wiggles will alsc appear locally
at FAOQ Schwarz in Troy on April 8, at
Noodle Kidoodle in Northville on April
7,and Noodle Kidoodle in Rochester
Hills on April 8. There i no charge for
these peformances.

Group

The Wiggles are the
moat succeasful chil-
dren's entertainment group
in the hiatory of Australia, performing
more than 600 shows a year to sold-out
crowds. The group of four Australians
and four whimslcal, costumed charac-
ters combines lives action with audi-
ence participation for a wiggling good
time!

The Wiggles have captured the atten-
tion and hearts of children of all ngea
as they sing and dance to such
favorites us *Wake Up Jefl,"“Romp
Bomp A Stomp,” "Can You Point Your
Fingers and Do the Twist?", and
“D.0.R.0.TILY. (My Favorite
Dinosnur).” The sing-n-longs are per-  *
formed by Anthony Field, Murray -
Cook, Greg Page and Jeff Fatt, four
men from 'th‘e l’Sydnc_y area x.vha are

Dorothy the Dinesaur™, Wogs the
Dog™, Henry the Octopus™, and Cap-
tain Fentheraword™.

Formed {n 1991 by three “mates,” -
Ficld, Cook and Page, who were atudy-
ing Eorly Childhood Education at Mac-
quaire University in Sydney, the group
I‘x.:clcnmo [ foul;nnme after Fatt joined

is

*It questiona the silence of God
when human beings are suffering,”
2aid Olson. “Wiescl originally set
the play in a village in 1649. We're
not deing it in period but more in
the French bohemian era of the
19503 these are ti

ham. More than ever, he heli
theater makes a significant contri-
bution in a variety of ways ranging
from entertninment to social com-
mentary.

“I'm renlizing what an important
art this is to be asking these ques-
tions,” said Olson. “For me person-

to Sunday, April 30 {except
for Easter, Apill 23}. Performances 8
p.m. Fridoy-Saturday and 3 p.m. Sundoy,

* Wherp: 38840 W, Six Mile Road,
betweon 1-275 and Haggerty, Livonia.

* Tickats: $8-10 Fridoy-Saturday, $S Sun-
day, cell (734) 464-6302.

questiona.”

Mark Hommell of Lathrup Vil-
lage plays Berish, the innkecopor.
He and his daughter are the only
Jews to survive the brutal raid on
Shamgorod, & village in Ukraine.

“It's based on a real lifo event,”
said Olson, “When Elie was 16 he
was a prisoner in Auschwitz when
a rabbi took him under his wing.
Thoy met everyday to study and
then with three other rabbis they
put God on trial. Elie was tho only
witness to this”

In real life, God waa found guilty

On Trial:
Mark Ham-
mell (Berish)
and Guy
Snyder (the
priest) look
for answers
ﬂf;rom Gold
after neari
all the Jew'z
of a village
are extermi-
nated.

ally, the reward is to be participat-
ing in the asking of these ques-
tions. Trinity House's mission has
alwoys been to present brave,
truthful and necessary works of
art. It's not a play that can be casi-
ly dismissed. This is a play that's
going to hount”

Hommell finda himself examin-
ing hia own beliefs as does his
character. Berish is a man without
answers after indicting God for his
silence in the face of evil.

*“It's been a test of Berish's will,”
said Hammell, n big, burly man
who began acting in 1976, “The
play doesn't answer uny questions
but inspires a lot of thought.”

P.W. Henry, a Westlund resident,
plays one of the wandering min-
strels who come to town hoping to
perform a Purim play. Instead,
Berish challenges them ta put God
on trial. The innkecper is all too
willing to serve ns prosecutor but
first they must find a defense
attorney. That's when Sam, a mys-
terious stranger, arrives in town.

“We want to perform und get
froe drinks and food when sudden-

of crimes ngainst humanity. In the
play no verdict is ever reached.
Wiescl’s own works consistently
pose the question, how is it possi-
ble not to believe in Ged after
these atrocities?

*“You don't have to be religious to
enjoy this play,” said Olson. "Any-
one who's struggled with evil will
find resonance with these words,
Elie describes it as a tragic farce.
This is the biggest challenge to
find out the humor in these lines
and to find out what he means.”

Please sce SILENCE, E2

Ploase voo WIGGLES, E2

What: Barney's Musical Costle and The Wiggles
will appeer at Cobo Arena In Detroit

When: 2:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Thursday, Apil 6;
7 p.m. Friday, April 7; 11 84, and 2:30 p.m.
Saturdoy, Aprid 8; 1:30 p.m. and 5 p.m. Sunday,
Apeil 9.

Tickets: $825, ovailobie ot oll Ticketmaster
outlets, or call (248} 845-6666.

Free public appesrsnces by The Wiggies
Iacladst FAQ Schwarz o1 noon Thutsday, April 6
{2800 West Big Beaver Road, Troy); 3:30 pun.
Friday, Apeil 7 8t Noodle Rigeod!a (17783 Hog-
gerty Road, Novthville); and 5 p.m, Satueday,
Apeil 8 ot Noodie Kidoodie (1338 S. Rochester
Road, Rochester Hills),

Meet the Wiggtes: Australian
performers Anthony Field,
Murrary Cook, Greg Page and
Jeff Fatt.

A PERFECT MarcH: Old rocker pitches in to help new cause

BY STEVE KOWALSKI
SIANY WRITER
skowalalilOoehomecammnet

Rock 'n roll star Marshall Cren-
shaw grew up in Berkley within
walking distance from the old

* Berkley Theatre, a landmark
that's still selling candy and soft
drinks but no longer showing
mevies,

- Or moking popoorn, for that matter,

The Berkley name ins on thi

half mile apart (on 12
Mile Road), Now there's
one right in the middle.”

1t's no wonder Cren-
shaw has a great appre-
clation for historic sites
that remain as they
wore intended, Jike the
Royal Oak Theatre —

his next atop in hopes |

that others can go on.

Crenshaw’s band is the headliner of o second- ‘
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city recognition but the building is now a drug

store,

*It's disgusting,” said Crenshaw, interviewed
ovor the phone from his home in Brooklyn, N.Y, “It
was o real'nice theator with a naturul echo and

. comfortgble. Thoy used to have two drug stores o

annual benefit concert for the Stewart Francke
Leukemia Foundation, on Thursday, April 13,
sponsored by General Motors Corp, and aided by
o Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institule.
Cronshaw, who counts “Tolevision Light,” “Some-

_TUINRES IHVWIS

dingnosed with Leukemia in June 1998, He
received a suceessful stem cell bone marrow trana.
plant from his sister, Kit Reece, months later,
Francke started the foundation to raise money
for research and awarcness on the importance of
bone marrow donors, especinlly among African

Mind" among his hit songs, was eager to
lay,
v “They explained to me what it was
about, what their foundation does ond I
was impressed with it,” Crenshaw, 46,
said. “Their intentions are honorable
and what I know about it is it's
extremely well organized. I said 'that
sounda cool and penciled it in'®
Francke is a local musician who was

day, Someway” and *“Whenever You're On My
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