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‘Somewhat
traditional’

But this teacher is
firm, demanding

and

{Editor's Note: This is the
third of three stories about teach.
ers who have been honored as
Farmington Public Schools’
teachers of the year.)

BY TIM SMITI
BTAFY WRITER
tamith@oe.homecomm.net

Suaan Schultz apparontly
knows when to push hor atu-
dents and when to pat them on
the back. Whatever approach
needs to bo taken to get the
most out of them, the 30-year
Harrison High School math
teacher ia up tn the challengo.

Othera notice, enough for

fun’

 'We rospect her
knowledge, her love for
learning and teaching,
her commitment, her
drive, hor perseverance
and her dedicatlion.’

Kathy Meganck-Folske

—Harrison teacher who
nominated Schultz

M TEACHER OF
THE YEAR

Schultz to be sclected Farming-
ton Public Schools’ High School
Teacher of the Year, Schultz
received her award during the
Tuesday, March 28, school board
meeting.

“I'm very happy for her,” said
Harrison Principal Rande Horn.
“She's just one of those kinda of
peaple who doea a great job with
kida. She's like a surrogate
mother to soma of them.”

One morning last woek,
Schultz, who serves aa chair of
Harrison’s math department,
downplayed her award.

“Tho most fun part about it is
the fact I've heard from so many
of my ex-students,” Schultz said.
“I's fun to keep in touch with all
of tho kids.”

Ono of thoso former students
wrote a heartfelt Jetter of nomi-

nation that indicated the special
kind of bond the teacher has
.shared with students cver since
1970, That year, Harrison
opened and Schultz was a “rook-
ic” math teacher.

The atudent, Jodie Barringer,
a Harrison grad from the mid-
19908, wrote about how it was
Schultz who gave her a big dose
of aclf-confidonce in her mathe.
matics abilities.

“Her lotter told the story of
how when she camo to Harrison,
ahe was certified as learning dis-
abled,” Schultz explained. “And 1
had recommended her to be an
honor (student in math) her
sophomore year. ... Her lotter
waa about this math class being
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A favorito: Susan Schultz teaches math at Harrison
High School. She taught the district’s first ad d
placement class in 1974, She was nominated for a

also by former students.

the first time someone had rec.
ognized she had ability beyond
her learning disnbility.”

Last year, Barringer graduat-
ed ber on: i i

a gift from Jacobson's means more

Cor y classics from The Venezia Collection. Graduated

Tracher of the Year award, not only by colleagues, but

taught tho district's firat

advanced placement couree in

1974. Since then, more than 96

perceat of hu|r studenta who took
teat i

¢ in in
ﬁ;om Western Michigan Unive:-
sity.

Schultz deacdb:s her !ﬁnlchlng

the AP cal
lege credit.

*We roapect her knowledge,
her love for learning and teach-
ing, her her drive,

d co}-

style as *
firm and demanding and fun.®

Twao of her current students in
her algebra class would not dis-
pute tho assessment, particular-
1y the inst part.

“It's fun in an cducational
way,” said sophomore Patrick
B, ttah. “She’ll joke around with
us, but in a serious way, .., She's
my favorito teacher.”

Another sophomore, Mike
Schild, also likes Schultz, but for
a differont reason. “She took me
from an E to gn A student,” ho
said.

The success enjoyed by stu-
dents in Schultz’s class is not
ju5t a recent phenomenon, She

her perseverance and hor dedica-
tion,” wrote Harrison teacher
Kathy Meganck-Folake, who
nominated Schultz for the
award,

Tho district teachers of the
yoar were entered in the
N k-WDIV O di

‘Teacher Awards program coordi-
nated in part by Oakland
Schools, Beaides Schultz, hon-
ored Farmington teachers
include William Grace Elemen-
tary's Vitas Undorys and East
Middle School's Mary Ellen
Thompson, who won the dis.
trict's clementary and middle
school awards, respectively.

Animation and fun help bridge the
gap between kids and senior adults

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
STAFF WRITZR

Bridging generation gaps,
about 13 children and 10 scniors
gathered at the Costick Activi-
ties Center for an animation
education, lunch and a road trip
to sce “Fantasia 2000" March 24,

Since the children had a helf-
day of school, Farmington Hills
Youth and Family Services pro-
gram director Todd Lipa found it
a ripe opportunity for some inter-
generational fun, mixing up the
after-school program with the
senior program. He and colleague
Nancy Coumoundouros, the
rocently recruited cultural arts
divector, designed the education
ally entertaining afternoon.

“Wo just thought it would be
good to get our seniora interact~
ing with tha children,” Lipa said.
“A couple of us had scen ‘Fanta-
sia’ (the revamped Disney movio)
and thought it was perfect
beeause it has arta and music,”

Adding a cartoon workshop
made it oven more perfect, “This
gave us the ability to coordinate

efforta,” Coumoundouros said. .

“Statistics show that if you get
middle and high school atudenta
involved In arts programs, they
have higher grades and acli-
ostoom. Arts aron't just an
enhancement, they are a vital
part of life.”

“This way, the children ~ and
the seniors — can gain an appre-
cintion for what aea into the car-
tooning proceas boforo leir even
go see 'Fantasia,” Lipa aaid,

‘While the children were nsk-
ing “where’s the pizza?” ond
“when do wa see tho movie?® as
thoy entered tha Costick Conter,
soon they woro enthralled by a
hands-on cartooning seasion. The
children and seniora found thom-
selves side-by-side at rectangu-
lar tables, drawing croatures
from Eyo-Guy to Perma.

Cartoonist Neal Levin has
taught several workshops in
Farmington schools, demon-
strating basfc drawing teche
niquos. “It's a skill children
might not know they're able to
do,” Levin said.

With a nowly found confidence
in drawing, Levin's students are
encouraged to develop their awn

akilla,

“It's something most kids aro
already interested in, t
mainly spnrk their intoreat,
Levin said. “They can sce resulta
right away and thoy find that
oncournging.”

Lovlnz!‘x used to hing chil-

1 just

dmi?in but thodms odded an
8XC ) haw C.

Iramg and Norbert Slawski of
Farmington Hills brought their
two grandchildren, Caitlin and
Kyle Parent, 10 and 7, respec-
tively. .

*He came to my house befors,”
Caitlin proudly said of Levin,
who attended one of her birthday
parties.

An avid sketch artist, Caitlin

drew cach of Lovin's prescribed
characters with case. Her grand-

ronts, on the hand, struggled n

it. Attempting to draw Eye-

Guy, Irene Slawski whispered,
“Ar¢ was not my subject.”

While the children's pencils -
and erasers — shook wildly, the
seniors tended to be slower and
more meticulous.

Soon, the seniors tock a cue
from the children ond forgot
their inhibitions. They attempt-
ed challenging pletures with sur-
prising results. Irene Slawaki
even completed a few characters.

By the end of the seasion, 12-
year-old Alex Butkovich's paper
was filled with lively characters.
The Power Middle School stu-
dent usually goes to the jce rink
after school, but she came to the
Costick Center for the special
event. She was glad she did.

“Even though the cartoons
look hard, they're casier than
you think. They're just basic
shapes.”

‘Therein lies the program’s sue-
cesa.
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Your furs have takon care of
you all winter, Now it’s time to
care for tham with Jacobson’s
outstanding fur cleaning’

and storage setvice.

B
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cleaning & storags,
whaen you use your
Jacobson's charge

cleaning & storage, all
olher payment methods

storage only
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Birmingham ¢ (246} 644-8000  Uivonls » {734) 691-7096  Rochester ¢ (248) 851-6000
SHOPPING HOURS ¢ MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

www.jacobsons.com

waoven 18K gold neckiace and matching bracelet. Made In italy.
Necklace, *1,025. Bracolat, *585.
In Fine Jewetry.

Free shipping for purchases on your JOCODSON'S Charpe, Now trough May 31,

Jacobsons

www.Jacobsons.com

a gift from Jacobson's means more

Leather keychains from Monsac, The elephant
shapa is said 1o bring good fortune. Yellow, green,
red, blue, brown or natural, *18.

In Handbags.
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a gift from Jacobson’s means more

This pewter flask, depicting the Augusta National course, was
cast in England. From Baekard, Pebble Beach and St. Andrews
flasks are also availabte, *65.
tn Men's Furnishings.

Froe shipping for purchases on your Jacobson's charge, now through May 31.
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