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Cause /oo z:

Americans and Hispanics who
have a smaller chance of finding
matches.

Francke and Commissioned,
an award-winning Gospel group
from Detroit, ore also scheduled
to #;ort‘nm.,

“It's a tremendous gift on the
pait of Marshall and ‘Commis-
sioned’ to donate their time,”
sajd Francke, whose fifth CD,
“SWwimming In Mercury,”
in¢ludes some songa about his
diggnosis end recovery.

Crenshaw has lived in New
York for the better part of 20
ychrs, including quite a long
atiet in Woodstock, the site of
some legendary outdoor concerta.

(In said he enfoys playing in
théaters tho size of Royal Oak’s.
More importantly, he enjoys lu

¢clonnlinesa.

‘The dresaing rooms are clean,
thire's no ‘BS' on the walls,” said
Crenshaw, who co-wrote the Gin
Bloasoms recent hit song “Till [
lloar It From You”

'1 don't like to play in ‘Rock
toilets’ A lot of places I used to
play prldad themselves on being
fungy.’ Royal Qak Theatre is
clhany, cool. I used to go to

‘

movies there when I was a kid.
There's a lot of nice theaters in
Detrojt.”

Ironically, it was a concert by
Crenshaw back in 1981 st the
Royal Onk Theatre that con-
vinced Francko to quit his flrat
Job after college and go into
music full time,

*Mareshall's a terrific guy, one
of the great rock 'n rollers, a big
favorite of mine,” said Francke,
who has two children with his
wife Julia. *If I could have n wish
lint of people to play he'd be at
the top of it.*

Francke considers himself for-
tunate to have found a bono
marrow match in his family.
‘There {# a one In four ce of o
family member being a match,

A search outside an | immedhh
family costs Loul

What: Benefit concert for The
Stewsrt Francke Loukemia
Foundatlon

When: Thursday, April 13,
beginning at 8 p.m. with sem-
plo complimentary tastings
from Royal Qsk's D'Amsato’s
Rustaurant, A concert, featur-
Ing gospel group Commls-
sloned, homatown favorite
Stewart Francke snd natlve
Berkloy rocker Marshall Cren-
show stasts ot 7 pam.

Wheto: Royal Oak Muslc The-
stre, 318 W, Fourth batween
Washington and Lincoln.

Why: To ralge money for
rescarch end awareness of the
importance of blood marrow
donors.

Tickets: $75, Includes food
and entertalnment and silont
auction, pn!l {248) B28-2885

$10,000 and Francke's organiza.
tion wants to defray the costs.

*I woke up one morning-and
sbeclutely knew I was going to
match, had a ton of faith going
in” his sister said, *Wo realized
how Jucky we were that I was a
match, then heard horror stories
about people who don't have a
match, couldn't ﬂnd mnlching

salence from page E1

or at (248) 645-
6666 or fog on to
www.slif.com for tickets. Cash
bar,

donors.”

Francke snid the foundation
has raised more than $100,000
since its inception. General

Mators Vice Choirman Harry
Pesrce, the recipient of a suc-
cessful stem cell tronsplant in
1898, has worked closely with
Francke for the cause.

Ahout 800 attended the inau-
gural event, according to
Francke, and he anticipates
1,000 this year. He's hoping for &
higher minority turnout.

Wiggies from page E1

ly we're in the midst of this,” said
Henrx “A year before they had
mnssacre and only two Jews are
left. My lines set meo up to be
preachy. I'm dealing with the
attitude that I'm supposed to be
wiser than I am. This play is per-
tinent to what's going on in the
world even tadny You look
oround at what's happened in

B ‘it's been a leaming
procegs. The play is
very wordy. Our chal-
lengo as a cast Is ¢5
make it interosting.’

Anessa Martin
Actress

Sarajevo.”

Art Collings, a member of the
minstrel troupe, plays Avremel,

“He woa a jester and is the
professional actor of the band,”
suid Collings, & Livonia resident.
“{e'a seen it all 8o it’s old to him,
Being in the play has been a
learning experience. It's made
mo think obout things, How I
would answer some of ques.
tions - where is God when
tragedy hoppens?

Anessa Martin provides comic
retlef with her role as the bar-
maid who's somewhat of a gruff
mother-figure. Her lines prevent
the characters from sounding
lika thoy are in a debate.

Learning process
*“It's been a learning process,”

said Martin of Redford, “The
play is very wordy. Qur challenge
as a cost issto make it interest-
ing”

QGuy Snyder’s character sym-
bolienlly portrays the Catholic
church, As the priest he asks,
“what is the true nature of God?”

“Another massacre is on the
horizon,” said Snydar, a Livonia
residant, “le wants Boresh to
get out or to pretend to convert
to Christianity, Every time we,
rehearse we discover somothing
new sbout what Weisel {s trying
to soy. There's a Jot of substance
to the play.”
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*We never ever thought of
touring the world with what we
do,” said Pagoe whq dons a bright
yollow. shirt in all the Wiggles
videoa, It is certainly very satls-
fying to think that what we do
has been so well received by peo-
ple in Australia, and is now
starting to gain some recognition
in other parts of the world.”

Page said in 1891 the group
took o lesp of faith by giving up
their regular jobs to become
entertoiners ~— nearly 10 years
Jator they're the hottest chil-
dren’s group down under and
have been gaining mementum in
the U8B, since their firet appear-
anca in Sept. 1998.

“We first came to the US. to
perform ... at Disneyland in Cali-
fornfa and then Ses World in
Florida, It was a very brief stay,
only about six days, but we still
played to nver 18,000 people
while we were thero,” said Poge:

Btage show

The live stage show of *Bar-
ney’s Musical Castle™ will fea-
ture Barney sand his friends
Baby Bop™ snd BJ®. Barney's
Musical Castle is a “whimsical

journey born of a child’s imegi-
nation.” Through Barncy's guid-
ance a day of fun building snnd-
castles turna into an adventure
that ends up at a real costle,
Barney, BJ ond Boby Bop, along
with several new friends, begin
an excursion through an
enchanted forest where sunflow-
ers dance and a hunny, fox and
hear ure on hand to pave a path
to o castle on the herizon,

Approximately 30 songs and
dunces will be played during the
show.

Popular format

Wiggles members Page says
their success can bo attributed to
severa! things including thefr
training as early childhood
teachers.

“This gave us an incredible
insight into the world of chil-
dren, what they think about,
how they think, what mokes
them act certain ways and of
course, how to plan appropriate
learning for them. Alsg, the
songs seem to be quite popular
with the children as well os the
porents, so I think that if the
parenta can Jisten to the music it
hul[m thl.'m tolerate, and then

d what it s the chil-
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dren are watching”

Coinciding with thoir April
2000 live performances will be

“We're trying to change the
face of the audience,” Froncke
said, “Our piandate is {6'try to
help people who need ‘it the
most. The chances of white peo-
ple finding a mateh are twice as
great as minoritics,

“I'm lucky I had & m;l‘ch and
lived. 1 depend on people. It's
::?w I feel about the wudd. about

0.

founded The
Stewart \

;| receive suc- T
cessful bone -
marrow

transplants. " :

Cronahaw recontly released a. .
new CD, titled "Number 447" &
name he said he picked for no-
particular reason. -

“It's a watershed record for °
me,” sald Crenshaw, who has twa.
smail childron with his wifs
Tone. *1 couldn't think of a snap."
py name to give it."

The Wiggles -
&Friends: -
Captain
Feather-
sword (left
to right),
Dorothy the
Dinosaur,
Jeff Fatt,
Henry the
Octopus,
Anthony .
Field, Mur- . '
ray Cook,
Greg Page,
and Wags
the Dog.

;

‘

the Lyrick® Studios Feleose of
hoth audio and video versfons of
'}Vukal: Up Jeff1* Wiggles mor.

. .

*Small venues and those pers’
formances for us are alwayg..
mors rewarding,” added Page, “Ift-:

at Noodle Kidoodle stoves, Block-
buster Video 'stores,
Amazon.com, ctoys. mm and FAQ
Bchwarz stores,

Malambo and Boleadoras

“The Obsession]”

} 3 Dancers pl-u na.kluuw

Is a more } way to see oups’
audience and to ansure that was
are connecting with the chils
dren”
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