The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2000

Too much talk wezghs heavzly in ¢ akzng The Dead’

2 ‘Ho slowly sterts losing his mind and wonders
whether she ever realiy dled.’

BY CHRISTY LEMIRE
ASBOCIATED PRESS WRITKR

A.P. - “Waking the Dead"
begins in 1974, Fielding Picree
(Billy Crudup) loarns from
watching the nows that his girl-
friend, Sorah Williams {Jennifor
Connolly), has died in a car
bombing.

Flash forwerd to 1882, The
governor hand picks Fielding, an
up-and-coming young lawyer in
the district nttorney’s offico in
Chicago, to run for Congroas.
Fielding has good looks, o Har.
vard education, a socialite girle
friend and powerful political
backing. He'a on the verge of
attaining overything he has over
wanted

But Ficlding can't get Sarah
out of his mind. Ho thinks he
acos hor and hoars hor voice
overywhere. He slowly starta los-
ing his mind and wonders
whother she ever roally died.

Through flashbacks to a snow-
covered Now York City in 1872,
we goe Ficlding and Sarah meet
and fall in love. Both aro liberal
and idenllstic,

Fiolding wanta to make a dif-
ferenco by becoming part of the
political syatem. Sarah favora
revolution, and her activism is
what leads to her early demiso,
She dies while helping a group of
Chileans ftee their country.

Dircctor Xeith Gordon flashes
back and forth in time - too
much, really - to veveal their

rocky

It's hard to got emotionally
involved with the movie, though,
becausa it skips around so often.

Robort Dillon boga down his
acript, which he adapted from o
1988 novel by Scott Spencer,
with tedious, talky apoeches,
Fielding ruins dinner with
Sarah's church friends by spout-
ing hia political bellefs. Sarah
makes a similar scene at ono of
Ficlding's atuffy cocktail parties.

As the two overanalyzo their
relutionship, she also gets to say
things like, "You have to lovo me,

too, not in image ond not in
{den.” Granted, Sarah is a philo-
sophical woman caught up in the
idealism of the Vietnam cra, but
do people really talk like this?

" The movie, which Jodie Foster

. executive produced, also wastea *

Janet McTeer in a poorly dovel-
oped supporting role. The Tony

winner, who was nominated for a
best actresa Oscar for “Tumbie-
weeds,” plays Ficlding's older ais-
ter, Carolino. She pushes his
campaign, and, like tho reat of
Fielding's working-class family,
has pinned her hopes on his suc.

. coss. But that's all we learn

about her.

Crudup and Connelly, who also
worked together in 1897's
“Inventing the Abbotts,” mannage
to muddle through, however, and
deliver strung performances,

Thoy look groat together and
_have terrific chomistry.

Connelly shows warmth and
vulnorability as Sarah. She is
alternately sultry and strong-
willed.

Crudup looks every bit the
ambitious young politician. He

also doea o good job of making
hia character's ngonizing grief
seem real. If only tho rest of the
film were as compolling as hia
performanco,

Flash
Gordon:
Director
Keith
Gordon
moves

forth
through
time with
his
drama
“Waking
The

] Dead.” It
stars
Billy
Crudup

{ (left) and
Jennifer
Connelly
(right).

Farmington resident wins
O&E Academy Award contest

BY KEELY WYGONIK
BIAY? WRITER

kwygonik@oo.homecomm.net

‘This year's Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers’ “Oscar”-award
goes to Libby Lucas of Farming-
ton.

Lucaa was onc of two rendera
to pick the winners of this year's
Academy Awards for Best Pic.
ture, Beat Actor/Actress in a
Leading Role; Best Actor/Actress
in a Suppnrung Role; Best
Directing, and Best Original
Screenplay. Her name was cho-
gen in a random drawing. Over
300 readers submitted baltots for
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers’ annual Academy Award
conteat.

Lucas won an annual movie
pass for two from AMC Theatres.
She was surprised and happy to
win,

“I love movies, 1 go onco n
week. she said. *I like good sto-
ries.”

“The Cider House Rules,” was
her favorite movie of the year,
but she chose "American Beauty,”
because she thought it would
win.

Her strategy for choosing thia

Lowxy SIASTUNDREAMWORRS

Oscar winners: Lester Burnham (Kevin Spacey) is
cnjoying the changes he has made in his life, to the
complete exasperation of his w:ﬁz Carolyn (Annette
Bening) in “American Beauty.”

yuurs winners included watch-
ing the Golden Olabo Awards

and People’s Choice Award

-shows,
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READY 10 RUMBLE

Comedy about two wrastling fons willing
10 do whotaver It takos Lo restoro tholr
fallen Idol to the WCW championship,
Stors Oavid Arquotte and Ollver Platt.

Ditecled by Ziad Douelt] and showing
‘exclusively at the Dotrolt Fllm Theatra
Aprlt 7-9, the story of n Christion gt
80nd two Musiim boys wha oare doing.
thels best to survive sdolescence In
1975 Boirut despite a civil wor, !

RULLS OF ENQAGEMENT

Military suspensa drama Lells story of a
decorated officer on Lrla) for rascuo mis-
slon gone wiong. He choosos o fellaw
officer to ropresant him, but the officer
bogins to doubt the story of this man
who saved his Ilfa dacodes bofots. Stors.
Samue) L. Jockson, Tommy Les Jones.
and Blair Underwood.

RETURN TO MX

A widower fol(s Ia love with the woman
wha roceived his wife’s hoart. Stors
David Duchovny and Minnle Driver,

to open Friday, Apit 14
KEEPINQ THE FATTH
Ed Norton directed ond stats [n this
romantlc comedy about twn men who
fall for tha somo woman. Tho twist Is
hot one man is a Cathutic priest and
the othor an Orthodox rabbl, Also stors
@an Stiller, Jonna Elfman and Anne Ban-
croft,

ANERICAN PRTCHO
Chilllng tale, based on 8 Brad Easton
Ellle noval, of & Wall Stecoter who goos

v

Curin CLCERMANAS- BEYGE
One heartfelt story:
Minnie Driver and David
Duchouvny fall in love in
“Return to Me,” opéhing in
metro area thcalcrs Fri.
day.

on a rage-fucied killing speee. Stors
Cheistian Bate, Willem DoFoe, Jared
Lete, Reose Witherspoon and Samontha
Mathis. .

mus

At the Lendmark Mople At Thoatre,
this toko on Shakespeare's *Titus

i

has a surreal,
fusion of costumes and settings tom
many oras, Writton and directed by Julle
Toymara, It siaes Anthony Hopkins, Jes.
sica Lange, Alon Cumming, and
Jonathan Rhys Myers.

WHIRE YHE MOKIY 15

A master criminal fakes a sitoke snd is
ransferred from [ail to a nursing home,
but he muets o nuras who won't make
his Iife any casler, Stors Paul Nawmon
ond Urdto Fiorentino,

to open Fridoy, Aprit 24
JOR GOULD'S GECRTT
Director Stanley Tucci stors with Jam
Holm in thia true story of a "New York-
or* wrlter 8nd Lhe eccentric bohemian
he Lutns Into s a minor celabiity In tho
1940s,

cossr

Susponse drama sbout a g1oup of col-
lege studants who innocently begin
class by planting a rumaor that escoinles
out of control, leading 10 a web of sexu-
! betroyal and revenge. Sters Norman
Reodus, Jamas Marsdan, Lena Hoady,
Koto Hudson, Directed by Davis Guggen-
helm.

Scheduled to open Friday, April 28

DETERRENCE .

Political thrllier set in the year 2008
stars Kevin Pollack as the incumbent
presidant of the United Statas. Trapped
in Colorado by a snowstoem, an inteena-
tional Incident pecurs 8ad he must acl

quickly and threstens nuclear confronts*

\lon in 6 live woridwide broadcast.

.
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