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E-commerce
is still alive

. HTAFF WAITR
tsmith@onhomecomm.net

E-commerce in Farmington fan't dead
aftor all

But the Downtown Farmington Mar-
kotPlace did receive an important blood
transfusion and face lik during Tues-
day's Farmington Downtown Dovelop-
ment Authority meeting.

The gist of the changes agreed upon
by DDA board members include the fol-
lowing: Y

@ Thero still will be $600 subsidics
provided by the DDA to tho first 10
downtown merchants to aign up for the
program, n collaborative effort with
Formington-based Markoting Commu-
nications Counsel Inc., which will
design and operato the MarkotPlaco,

Instead of $50 por-month atipends
over a 12-month period, the DDA ia
offering $100 rebates for six months to
tho first 10 on board. Morchanta would
not have to puy as much up-front to

- check out the program, which could
entice mure to enroll, The program will
cost $200 per month otherwise.

0 Althoug"s tho DDA subsidica ars
only for downtown merchants, the Mar-
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Meet: The Democratic
Tuask Force on Nursing

. Homes will meet at 7-9
p.m. in the Farmington
Hills City Hall, 315565 11
Mile. It’s your chance to
offer your opinions.

Teo time: Check out the
map of area golf courses
" and fascinating articles
in our special section on
-\ golf /inside
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mother has fought.

By Jont HUBRED
BTAYY WRITXR
Jhubredoe. st

For love: Curt Cozier will try to climb Mt, McKinley as a
fund-raiser for the fight against breast cancer, a disease his

"Uphill
Son climbs to fight
breast cancer

Hills boy
in peliet
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charged
shooting

M A 39.year-old Livonia man was shot less than an inch
from his temple with a pellet, allegedly by a Farmington
Hills boy, who is now free on bond. The family is still
learning to cope with his injury and its impact.

By JoN1 HUDRED
Brary
Jhubred@oe.homocomn.net

Tom Nugent doesn’t take the bac
way homo any more, :

Tho 39-year-old Livonina resident
can't even drive down Nine Mile Road
in Farmington Hills because of what
happened te him there at around 9
p.m. on Feb. 26 of this year. He and his
wife, Liz, with their threo children in
the back seat, ware headed home from
Twelvo Oaks Mall when a pellet sailed
through the window of his 1998 Mer.
cury Mountaineer,

It struck the side of hia head, leas
than an inch from hia temple, leaving
him bloodied and disoriented. Authori.
ties have arrested a 16-year-old Farm-
ington Hills boy, who ia now free on
bond, :

“We were approaching Halsted and
wo wero talking about the swim club
on the west alde of Nino Mile,” Tom
rclculled. *Within scconds nfter that, I
folt .."

He struggled to find the right words
for the scnaation of being hit by a 177
caliber pointed pellet, which then shat-
tered bonenth hia skin into ac many

H ‘It was something hitting
the side of my hoad. The
forco was great enough to
push me Into Liz’s side of .
the car, For a brief moment,
1 couldn't see where | was
driving.’ S,
Tom Nugent
—Shooting victim

small pieces his aurgeon couldn’t recov.
er them all.

“It's 8o hard to describe,” he said, *It
was something hitting the side of my.
head, The force was great cnough to
push me into Liz's aide of tho car, Fora
brief moment, 1 couldn’t seo where I°
was driving.”

Luckily, they were at a point where
the rond had spread Into four lancs, so -
the car drifted snfely off to the right
side. Liz throw the gear shift into park,
and Tom turned on the dome light,

"Blood was everywhere,” Liz said.
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Second-floor face lift
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mother went through it,” Cozier aaid
from his office in Aurora, Colo. “The

Curtis Cozier was 28 years old
and 400 miles away whon heo
learned his mother had breast can-

cer. -

Ho couldn’t do much then, at lcast
not as much as he wanted. All that
changod when Cozier decided to
turn his passion for mountain climb-
ing into a fund-raiser to help organi-
zations hunting down a cure for the
disense, which will affect one in
oight women during their lifotime,
according to tho American Cancor

Society,
“It never roatly hit home until my

ghest thing for me was a fecling
of holplossncss, where you can't do

onything.,”

Well, he's doing something now.

In May, Cosier will jain a group of
climbers who will attempt to reach
tho summit of Alaska's Mt. McKin-
ley, also known as Denali, At 20,320
feet, it's the higheat mountain in
North Amorica, a summit reachod
by only 47 percont of those who
attempt the climb.

Tough odds. Cozicr thinks ho can
beat them. And he's had a protty
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Del Carmen

panish dancing has been a focal

point for most of Dame Maria del

Cormen’s life and she continues
to make her castanets sing to the
raunic of hor feot.

“From the time I can romember,
dancing was what I wanted in my lifo,”
do! Carmen sald.

The Gardon City residont began tak-
ing lessons in the style of hor family's
culture when she waa B. By the time
she was 13, she waa a soloist, dancing
in elubs throughout New ‘{o rk.

BY TiM S4ITH il
BTAFY WRIXA
tamlih@oe.homecomm.net

The Civic Theatre alrcady boasts an
impresaive new look that Farmingten

fpr this fall

auditsrium, Other Phase i1 work -
includes plumbing, electrical and
1 heatl ation.nt

conditioning unit. Mon;y for the work,
which will take ploce from Scptember-
N will be provided from the

Mayor Bill Hi k said was drawi
favorable comparisons to the Fox The-
atre in downtown Detrait.

But there is still plenty of
work to do, much of it of tho
behind-the-scenes variety.

Hartsock and the rest of
the c¢ity council Monday
approved a praposal totaling
approximately $260,000
worth of Phase II renova-
tiona, That is in addition to
about $500,000 for the firat
phase, which was done last
fall aRer the city purchased
tho theater from longtime
owner Greg Hohler for
another $316,600.

Frank Lauhoff, city man-
agor, sald the total of $760,000 in reno-
vations was about $110,000 higher
than what was originally projected for
the two ghnnes combined.

But a big chunk of that extra coat, an
catimnted $80,000, comes from a lit to

port. handi 4 from
tho lowaer auditorium to the upper
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city's 280'0-0dl capital improvement
fun

und.

“It's $80,000 just {for the)
handicapped lilt that we feel
is important to be added to
the whole project,” Lauhoffl
said, followlng the mecting,

The fact that the Civic is
about 80 yenrs old also
apparontly is adding some
extra, unforeseon work and
cost to the project.

Lauheff sald original pro-
Jections are falling short for
infrastructure portions of the
project such as clectrical
wiring and plumbing, for
st example.

Bill Clark, president of Wixom-bnsed
MKA Ine,, the contract manager for the
project, told council members the lower
suditorium would remain open for
business while work upatairs took
place,

shares her love of Spanish dancing

boginning and intermediate Spanish
dance classes in the studfo of her humo.
“It's o clasa whero everybody iy a part
of what'a going on.

“Thoy learn, but it's o different frame
of mind. Aleo, I will make demands on
cortain things.”

Tho danca company has nppeared in
a number of venues, including the War-
ren Symphony and the Michigan Opera
Theater in *Carmen® and continucs to
thrive,

Two medical doctors are among hor
curront studonts who live in Canada
and throughout metropolitan Detroit,
including Livonia, Westland, Redford,

At 16 she waa tha p 1 dancer of
the Spanish production number of the
Hollywood 3otel Revuoe in New York.

Traveling around the country and
Cannda, del Carmeon got a dolicioua
tasto of show business, including the
opportunity of working with top stars

. {,lko Ethel Merman and Angela Lans-
ury, .

Ths legacy continues with two of her
granddaughtors, Julie and Lisa
Montes, who are among hor students
and nro members of the danco compa.
ny, Maria del Carmen, Grupo Espane,
that sho formed in 1881,

*It's a claos, but theres a lot of rap. .

o

port,” aaid del Carmon who

Canton and Plymouth,
Part of her life

When her students come to class,
thoy aro encased by walls papored with
feamod photoa of del Carmen as a
young girl and later as she began to
age.

In tha comner of ane wall ia an incon-
spicuous plaque proclaiming a great
honor beatowed by tha King of Spain,
Juan Carlos 111 in 1990, naming del
Carmen & damo in recognition of her
community work promoting Spein
through her dedication to the art of
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STATY PHOTY BY TUM THAWLEY

In step: Julie Montes (Icft) and sister Lisa Montes of Farmington
Hills (center) with dancers Cynthia Massenberg (behind left to
right) of Farmington, Shizu Aoki of Li vonia, Lesley Kimber of
Warren and Victoria Lara of Redford work on their Spanish
dancing at Dame Maria del Carmen’s dance company in Garden

City.
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