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’New baseball

Dofine ball-
park junkie.

Is’it someone
wha tries to go
to overy park or
someone who
just enjoyn going
to chem?

In any case,
wo figure wo've
been.to roughly

b us.

CJ,
RISAK

of Tiget Stadium
was the bollpark
came fist, the fice-
ways ware buill
around It snd Michi-
gan Avenuo had
hree lanos of tretffic
in both directlons.
Comorica Park
doean’t have that
luxury, Woodward |s

BEM‘I,QI'# aaqow and the free-

We'va beon to
the ol (Tiger Stadium, Feaway
Park; Wrigley Field, old
Comiskey Park), the new (Sky-
Dome, Turner Field), the good
(County Stadium), the bad
(Metrodome) and tho ugly
(Riverfront Stadium, Veterana
Stadium, Three Rivers Stadium),
. Last week, we went to one
- more ~ Comerica Park..You'll
. love it, youll hata it, but you'll
. #o to.it. Occasionally, you mny
;even go to watch the Detrojt

s,
. We went with one thing in
mind'~ holping you know what
to look for and what to ook out
. for. OK. And there was free food.
- But 'we only ate in the nome of

helping you, the

woys ore close, but
with no Immediste
sccess. Bo preparad to use a lot of
sldestreats end to be crentive. BATS
PARXING

Paul; Parking? Thera's parking? I'd
likg to say i'm Widding, but I'm not. At
Tiger Stadium, you usually went to tha
same lot for every geme becsuse you
alweys went thare, At Comerlca, you
may eventually tind that type of lot.
Unfortunataty, it might be Ihe same one
you parked at going 1o Tiger Stadium.
Good luck, Be prepared to wak, And It
there’s an ovent at the Fox of State
Theator or Second City, welt, Aay the
Force Be With You. The parking gods
won't. Two words of sdvice: Peopie
Mover. BATS DOWN.

CJ; According to materiat provided by
the Tigees' PR department, thers ore

" We've reviewed many different
parta of the park - sume good,
. some bad and all with Comeri-
ca's predecossor in mind. Hoy,
" you can'’t forgot about the past.
In the end, you'll have to make
up your own mind il you go,

. Think of this aa Siskel and
Ebert go to the ball park. We'll
grade the items as Bata Up, Bats
Down, or a Checked Swing,
Ready? Let's go to the ball park.

ACCESS

€2 Just 35 minutes. That's oll it took
to drive from our office {Levan and
Schoolcreft in Livonia) 1o the new ball-
park - and on opening cay! OK, s0 the
Tigers opened In Oakland, Stitt, the drive
wasn't nll that different. Took 196 to |-
$4 east 0 the Chrysler south and got
off mt the first exlt - Mock, Took that to
Woodward, turned foft and volla! We
were there. Signs leeding you to the
pack all the way, Access is possidle, but
sasy? Ah - doubtiul. Have to walt and

see. CHECKED SWING.
2 PALA: There's an old saying about
how can't got Lhero from here, Its
1atest instaliment Is Comotica Park,
Whils thera are signs everywhere on
how to find the park, you might want to
tring’ i book, & goort tans or maybe &
Amdheld video game while waiting for
to mave. One of the advantages

2,000 parking spaces”
1hat were crested dwing pack constnrx-
tlon, with 1,000 in an adjacent porking

structure and a total of 18,700 within -

15 minutes of the perk. Or, as my
cohort advisad, you can park at thet
same space near Tiger Stedium and
take a bus 10 the new park, My advice:
That spparently ompty lot outside the
leRt feld tence (furthest trom the Fox)
1sn't for paiking. Only go In there If you
have one halluve SUV - that's where
they'se building Ford Fieid. BATS DOWN,

STADIUM EXTERIOR

€): OX, It doosn’t hove thol Jush,
white stuminum siding that made Tiger
Stadium 50 special. But it does have a
ot of reslly neat Tiger stuff, like sculp-
tures of Tigers with balls In the mouths.
©q the outside walls. And thore’s a lot
of trickwork that 1ooks good now and
will probably look even betler when the
park Is finlshed - which, by the way, it
Isn't. Thete's a lot that needs be done
before this park Is 100 percent open,
and It won't reach that level by Tues
day. Three of the four streets surround-
ing Comerica were still under construe.
1100 when we wera thera. But it does
ock goodt. BATS UP.

PAUL: Tiger Stadium is an oig ball-
park that looks like & warehousa In the
middle of a historic district. Comerics
Pork I3 8 new balipark 1hat fooks like an
old datipark tn the shadaw of tha old

Hudson's warehouse. When it gots fin-
Ished It will be wonderful. Right now,
It's still prettly Impressive. My two
favoritas ore tha statues at the main
ballpark entrances and tha Pewsbic tile
wound some of the buiiding entrences. |
Nike,  tike, { like. DATS U,

« CONCOURSES

PAUL: Ona of the nice things about
Tiger Stedium was the Interlor concours-
os. Truo, they were emall and cramped.
But that was part of the charm., You
wathed Into the stadium and you w
hit with the smells of cooking onions
and hot dogs. The CoPs has large, wide,
toomy concourses, which In one sense
is 8 good thing. But you lose the per-
spective of deing Inside o buiiding. And
with 00 everhangs sad na true enclosed
orea, good luck on a rainy doy. | Iike the
fect thero is more space, but 1t's too
apen, I that's possible, CHECKED

€J: Yaah, I"t) miss that Tiger Stacium
charm = Lhe smell of the cooking hot
Cog3 (of whatever it was), the enclosed,
dark, almost claustrophoblc feeling It
loR you with. And oithough it did protect
you from the tain, | slways wondored
what was diipping on my hesd while
walking theough thots lower concourses
0N 3 sunny day. | like the CoPs. The eiti-
noss, ihe widenesa, the easy accoss -

heck, we could watk eround the entire .

porimeter of the parkt Coulcn't do that
at tha Comer, BATS UP,

SEATING

CJ: Thore ere, sccording to the
Tigers' PR department, 30,000 chelr
seats, 3,000 clut saats, 2,000 sulte
sasts and 5,000 bleachet soots {total of
40,000}, ranging In price (rom $8 to
$75. Yhere's no overhang to block
views, ihere are no poles Lo black
views, 8nd you can sctually ses bulld
ings outside the park from the lower
deck, Thare are even {gel this) cup
holders at every seat (except the
bleachers). And & guy can stond at &
teiling in center fetd ond actually watch
the game, And you can see most of the
park from the lower-deck concourse, |
fixe it. BATS UP.

PAUL: Wo made the trek to section
210, row 22, seat 1 - the furthest seat
i the 1ast row down the upper deck In
right field. The last time | 6ot In guch a
seat was In new Comiskey Park andt the
concessionsirg $old binocu'srs and ory-
gen botlles. Don't need "em here. The
chimb isn’t 8 high s it looks snd the
1ght line was much bettas than the
worst seat In Tiger Stodlum (throwing
seots behind tho poles out of the mix.}
Wider seats {perfect for wider posteri-
ors) and beltes sight lines make the
grado here, but the best onas e the
Tiger Den saats with sctual pedded,
wooden, mavable chairs {of course, at
$75 a pop and only Bvailable to season
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stadium earns ‘bats-up’ .rati@g;’j

ticket holcers, they should be
Barcatoungers), Tiger Stadium seats
were cloters 1o the action, but this
works well, BATS UP, .

- Foob

PAR: A.$7.25 beer and & Dall P
Frank for $2,75? it makes Metro Airport
food prices seem like Rally's. | know
they have to pay for the etadium some-
how, but geaz. The food at the food
court was OK (I's & balipark, not East
Side Mario's), but more dough In the
buns shoukin't mean less dough in the
wollet. BATS DOWN. .
CJ: I'm a beer and 8 dog kinda guy,
ond | siwnys treasured those served ot

tha Comer, BiAt times changa and, know *
what? CoPa’s weten't bad. It's fust that |

there’s 80 much to choose from —

The good seats; Comerica Park features soft, moveable ceats behind home plate. The:
new stadium opens for business Tuesday when the Tigers play their first game in it. .

to0m, waiied (n & lino outside (o get to
one of those troughs Inside, then won-
dered why since all those guys were just
going wherever they wanted ta, By tho
time | got back to my seat, I'C missed

. two lnings. My sister was with me; the
“ Hing for her was 3% Innings. There ore
.. more

bathrooms, 30 there will be fewer
missed pilches &2 CoPa. BATS UP.

’+ PAL: No matter how hard you tried
10 forget, B7 yoars of balipark mernories.
hed 1o include tha sights, sounds and
amells of Tiger Stadium bathrooms. The

.dung of your encestors are a Lhing of
- the past. Thara are 462 of American

Standord’s finest at 35 locations around
the pack. This I3 not to 88y that people
wed't going to heve to walt. But It's
goirg to be a lot anses, BATS UP,

chicken fish

gyros, subs, french fries, etc. The dogs
they serve are hick-axinned, authentic
conays, which is graat. And you certain-
ly get o 1ot of bun for the buck —
they're huge. Thete are all sorts of ail-
{erent restaurents, Including a McDon-
ald‘s in right field. Wae ate in the Big Cat
Food Court. It's good, but pricey «~ sand-
wiches ore a1l $6, beers range from
$4.50 to $7.25, dogs are $2.75 to
$3.50. BATS UP,

BATHROOMS

€J: | remember going to see Mark
Fidrych pitch (n front of 8 packed house
at Tiger Stadium. Went to the men's

PAUL: A carousel? A ferris wheet? In
8 bell park? Yup, end ft works too. It's
out of the way, unobtrusive and blends
in very nicaly. Scoreboard is big. Real
Dig, 30 big Ihat the upperdeck of the left
fisid stonds blocks out the Channel 50
8d becsuse someone designed the
board to go 30 fest too clase to the
stands (word is the Mike lintch sint too

happy bout It). And there‘s an out-of.

town scorsboard, Loo, for the fitst time
in years, Lot of places to buy souvenirs
and Tots of room Yo roam. If you'don't
like the fact there's'a carousel, then
don'tuse L. BATSUP, - - .
CJ: Lot’s face facts here, This park

cost $300 mitlion, 80 It better heva
plenty to offer, Since it appesrs the
Tigers wont have on swiul kit to thow,
distroctions like carouseis {In the Big
Cat Food Court} and Ferrls wheels (with
basebalts os gondoles) mey come In
handy. Theie ace restaurants to sil in
8nd edt, decorative pitiars festuring
Tiger grests, shops 10 spend & sons of
money in (yes, thero aro ATMs), and
sometime 200n & waterfall In center
field ond firoworks for home tuns oves &
woreboard bigger than any in America,
Unless the product on the feld Is better
than snticipated, all of it will be neeced.
BATS UP,

OVERALL

Cl: It'It work wotll, once everything
©opons end parking spots are located
somewhers within city limits. You can
sit and watch the game, you can stand
20 watch it, you <an £0 10 & restaurant
and sit and watch it, And, hopefulty,

s0on, tha Tigers will be worth
watching. BATS UP. . .

PAUL: Comerica Park is not Tiger Sta-
divm. Nor was it meant to be. And in
today’s time of big money ballparks end
bigger contracts for less taiented piay.
ers, someona’s got to pay for it -
alhough | do have a problem with the
foct that two Chicsgo-style ot doge
and twd medium beers cost tho same
amount as tultion Gid per credt howr my
freshman year In college. RATS UP,

1.9% APR financing
on Saturn L-Series.

People like having choices. That's why this
offer is designed to be flexible. Whatever you
choose, there's very little hassle. And that'’s
. something everyone wants to avoid.

1.9% APR up to'36 months

2.9% APR up to 48 months

4. 9% APR up to 60 mglflbs

Tnelud, FTI

air ¢

The L-Series performance sedan,
I cvery tway, a different kind of Saturn.

ight-sp sterco,

theft-deterreat system and dent-resistant panels,

Saturn of Arm Arbor
734.769-3991

Saturn of Farmigzon Hills
248-473-7220

Saturn of Lakeside
810-285-0200

Saturrt North
248-620-8500

Saturn of Phymoutlh
734-453-78%0

Saturn of Southfield
248-354.6001

Saturn of Southgate
734-246-3300

roy
248-643-4350

Saturn of Warrent
810-979-2000

RSO

Stop by or call your
local Saturn facility to
have your child care
safety seat checked.

1.9% APR: 36 months at
$28.61/month per $1,000
financed. 2.9% APR: 48 months
at $22.1 t/month per $1,000
financed., 4.9% APR: 60 months
at $18.83/month per $1,000
financed. 15% down payment.
Your doum payment may be
mare or less. Primary lending
sowrce must approve, You must
take delivery of new 2000
Saturn L-Series vehicle from
participating retailer by 331100,
Retailer financial participation
may affect consumer cost,
©2000 Saturn Corporation.

. SATURN.

}\'-l’)'i{fntm Kind of Company.
A Different Kind of Car.

HuRUITICON




