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Fictional

journey flashes back

Ay e

to time spent alone with Elvis

“Another Song About the King™

Kathryn Stern {Random House,
$23.95)

One aweltoring summer ofter-
noon when I was
all of 14 yoars
old, Elvis Pres.
loy deigned to
look my way,
wanting to know
if he could buy
me something
cold to drink.
Yeos, that Elvis
Prcs‘lcy'. On this

cult charactor with whom to
identify.

Narrating this fictional “jour-
noy" is Simone's daughtor,
Sylvie (note that her namo is a
scrambled vorsion of Elvis'
name), The story opens on the
ove of Sylvie's wedding, then
flashes back and forth through-
out, coming full circlo and finally
ending where it began,

Time-travel companions

As Sylvie looks back on her
life, we bocome, in a senso, her

this goal is the tima spent with
Elvis in her hometown of Biloxi,
Misa., in 1960, In itself, it didn't
amount to much - but Simono,
being Simone, has blown it up
out of all proportion, She trots
out tho story to bolster her
dreams, to relicve the monotony
of '60s domostlicity, even to fur
thor hor husband's carear.

One of the problems with this
novel s that we really don't have
much of on opportunity to hear
Simone’a side of the story. As
presented here, she comes off as

o, silly, sel d

tima-travel i

p after-
noon, he had not
yet dyed hia hair
that unlikely shado of shoe-pol-
ish black, had not yet costumed
himself in even one bojowoled
cape, and {t was long before any
of us had saddled him with that
burdensome label, “The King.”

He was just a flirty, brown-
haired guy with a mild cuso of
adolescent acne, and a drawl as
thick as country cream. Not a
heavyweight in any sense of tho
word.

Anyway, wo whiled away some
time over two Dr. Peppers, and
Elvis was scon on his way, out of
my life. In the Nesh, I never saw
him again, To tell you the truth,
the cvent didn’t mean a lot to me
at the time. In ratrospect, of
course, it has come to mean
ruch, much more.

Now comes a novel in which
its lynchpin charactor, Simone,
sharos somo tima alone with
Elvis, after which he walks out
the door, never to return: It's an
oxperience Simone never gats
post, and it colors not just the
remainder of her life, but the
lives of thoso around her as well.

For obvious reasons, I looked
forward to reading this novel
with a healthy amount of antici-
pation. Unfortunately, I found it
ultimately disappointing, mostly
because 1 found Simone a diffi-

DIAZ

P n
{on, the trip fecls a littlo
like we're circling Oz, as literary
roferences to L. Frank Baum’s
story aro scattered about on the
pagos (wo're not always sure
why). Same New York types
refor to Sylvie as “Dorothy,” or to
her Michigan home as “Kansas.”
A kind of magic is often nttached
to shoea. Simone can “pick you
up like the wind picked up
Dorothy's house ... and set you
back down ... in a different part
of the night.” An ophthalmolo-
glat iz named Dr. Baum.

Sylvie's desires to escape her
mothor are *powerful .., like a
atrong gust of wind."

From carly childhood, Sylvie
has not trusted her mother, nor
liked her much, and sometimes
sho wishes she would just go
away. But, at tho same time, she
haa a kind of love for her that
prompts her to do almost any-
thing to please her difficult
mother, including a purposeful
“giving In® to her when it comes
to any form of competition
botween the two. If mothers and
dnughters can bo said to be star-
crossed, theso two most definite-
1y are.

Simone harbors a deep-seated,
almost frantic need to be “seme-
body,” apparently the result of
her parents’ own deep-soated
needs, And, in her own mind, the
closost she’s come to attsining

BOOK HAPPENINGS

¥, v
obseased, oven downright hurt.
ful, In any avent, she'a very hard
to like, and, ot times, you'd like
to give her n smack hard eaough
to aend her and hor perky jingle
ball fringe into next Tucaday.
(Though an ultimate, dosperate
chango of sorts occurs, it secma
too little, toa Inte, and also over-
Jy-contrived.) R

Wo have to keep rominding
ourselvea that this portrait of
her is painted by a daughter who
secs her from o restricted view.
point, the way wo all see our
mothers, tho way we all sco each
other. Perhaps it would have
made for o docper, more tox-
tured story if we could have
heard more of Simorie's version
of the samo “Song.”

Though most of “Another
Song” is sot in Michigan, don't
look for plentiful specific refer-
ences to thia particular setting.
Tho novol could have been sot
almost any place, really, where
the winters are appropriately
cold, gray and lengthy. Stern
veally vivifies the '60s and '70s,
though, etching them clearly,
taking us back to a time when
not just our individual lives
changed, but our socioty as well.

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia resi-
dent who writes about books,
movies and theater for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers.

Book Happenings features
events at suburban bookstores,
tibrarica and literary gatherings.
Send news leads to Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia, M1 48150, or fax them to
(734) 591-7279 or e-mail to
kwygonik® oe. homecomm.net,
BUSINESS SUCCESS READING
GROUP

“The Milllonalre Mind" by Thomas

J, Stanley wlll be the subject of &

discussion ot the Northville

Bames & Noble, Hoggerty ot Six

Mile Road. Certlfled personal

coach Stantey Mann will head the

discussion, st for 7:30 p.m.

Monday, Al 17,

BOOK SIGNINGS

B Farmington Observer

Nowspaper raporter and Livonla

rasldant Timothy Smith will be

sgning copies of his book,

“Miracie Blrth Storles of Very

Premature Babies - Little Thumbs

Up!® 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Aptlt

13, at Borders Books, 45290

Utica Park Blvd., Utica, (810)

726-8555. In addition, coples

slgned by Smith and Devin

Sclillan of WOLV-TV (who wrote

the book's preface), recently

waro donated to the on-alr and
online versions of tha Channel

56 ouctlon, which I3 scheduled

May 2-7. “Miracle Blrth Storles”

would be a good Item for hospi-

tals and parent-support organiza-
tlons to consider bldding on.

Smith con bo resched at (248)

A77-5450, .

W Denlse Brennoan-Netson, who

wrote *Buzzy the Bumblebes,”

wlll mako an appoarance at

Waldenbooks, 30200 Plymouth

. Novelist Arliss Ryan will
spenk about her now book, “The
Kingsloy House,” 4 p.m. Sunday,

Livonin's Greenmend Historical
Villago. .

The real Kingsloy House, built
by Ryan's ancestor Nathan
Kingsley in 1843, hns beon pro-
aerved ot Groenmead sinco 1977,

Tho house viill bo open for tours
on April 30 from 2.7 p.m.

At 4 p.m, Ryan will give a talk

with a slide show oxhibiting the

April 30 during an open houso at -

Rood In Livonta, from 1:30 0 3
p.m. Sunday, Aprll 9. Call (734)
261-7811 for Information.

W Mory Quinley of Livonla, author
of “52 Ohlo * wili be

based on a University professor

of English, Nick Hotfman. Lev

lives near East Lansing.
DISCUSSION GROUP

signing books 1-3 p.m. Saturday,
April 15 at Waldenbooks & More,
Southgate Center, 13667 Eureka
Road, Call (734) 2824197 for
detalls. .

W Author signings, chats, and
teadings from five authors will
take piace at 5 p.m. Monday,
May 1, at Murder, Mystery &
Mayham, a mystery bookstore
focoted at 35167 Grand River in
Farmington,

Jeanne M. Dams writos about
two mystery characters: Dorothy
Martin, a matronly amateur
sleuth in Englend, and Hilda
Johansson, a Swedish mald in the
Studebaker Houso at the tum of
the contury. Dams lives in South
Bond, Ind.

Barbara D'Amato Is well known
for her Cat Marsala mysteries,
foaturing 8 Chicago Investigative
reportor. A native of Michigan,
she now llvas In Chicego.

ity ~- This
book discusslon scies at the
Carl Sandburg branch of the
Livonla library wlll next look at
the storles of John Cheever, The
program, which features guost :
scholars from Madonna University
and focuses on tha changing con-
cept of community, takes place 7
p.m, Tuesday, April 11, at the
{ibrary, 30100 Saven Mile Road
west of Middlebelt. Call (248)
4780700,

STORYTIME
Paronts and thelr children are
Invited to experlence (ree [nterac-
tive 20-30, minute programs of
storytolling, music and movement
during *Story Time with Miss
Koren,* led by Keren Onkke
Schanerberger, a licansed
Kindermusik educator at Evola
Muslc. The noxt program Is 1
p.m. Tuosday, April 18, at Babyl
Bobyl, 153 E. Main, Northville.
Favorita children's books, simplo

Hugh Holton Is 8 with
the Chicago Police Department
and I8 one of the highest ranking
octive police officers writing
books today, His knowledge of
his Chicago home end Its crimi-
nal mind are evident In his Larry
Cole navels.

Lee Meodows i3 a local author
from Ann Arbor who wiltes about
a P! In Detrolt, His new book Is
“Sltent Susplclon.”

Lev Raphaal writes for the Detroit
Free Press Mysterles column
every week. His mysterios ato

by the author.

and
songs and chants hightight the =
story times. Rosarvations ara
suggested, but not required, Call
(248) 347.2229.
SPEAKER AVAILABLE
Mary J. Stovens, autobiographer
of "It's All in Your Hoed,” 8 book
relating her experiances as an
identlcal twin, nun, teacher, wito
and mother, 8s wall bs her
*death” and recovary experlonce.
. To schedule speaking ongage- .
~ ments or to purchazo her book, &
mall Stevens 'ﬁl stevm|@aol.com

Novelist to speak at Greenmead

Detroit uh,i graduated from the
Uni i f Mich ith a

Published in hard by St.
Martin's Pross, “The Kingsley
Houso,” spans five generations
and 150 yoars of small town
Michigan lifo. The novel opens
with the story of a runnway
slave who takes refugo in the
house of nowlyweds Nathan and
Mory Kingsley.

Each goneration exporiences
joya and heartbreak, including a

homi lists, o

y o with
bachelor’s degree in English, She
hae lived and traveled in
Europe, sailed with her husband
in their Bailbont, from England to
Califordia, and is a licenad pri-
vate pilot, - "

A freelance writer,-Ryan’'s
work- han baon published in
many local.and national maga-

Ttnhthped, t )

visit by A

old photographs and decuments
that inspired her fictionnlized
version' of hor family hiatory,
Copios of the book will be avail-
- able for aale and autographing

J

& suicide, summer of lost child-
haod, nnfl romance bo!.‘wao_‘n [y

“sincs. .

G d His-
torical Village includea over o
dozen historical atructures. It ia
at ,2060! Nowburgh Road,

shy sct and a
il plot. |
Y!ynn was horn and ralsed in

Soven and Eight Mile
Roads, in Livonia, For more
information, call (248) 477.7375.



