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“  Let your
_-personal style
. . -
guide fashion

. . .

" decisions
B s
. L eard the fashion

SHOPTALK oot for apring and

A summer.

And, since the scn.
son haa officially
arrived, we're proba-
bly ready to make a
fow purchases. Yos,
that'a I what I said -
- a few purchasea,

‘Phough rotailors
and designers would
like to think different-
. 1y, most of us havo'a
~limit on the number of timea we'll

turn over our credit cards for an addi-
tion to the wardrobe, cspecially when
the now piece falls under the category
*trendy” In my opinion, that's particu-
larly the case in the Midwest. We don't
_necessarily salivate over tho so-called
hottest and Jatest fashion.

Wo're moro conservative than that.,

We sit back and wait like scientiata,
How long will the trend survive? If 1
wait a few months, will I be sble to
tako advantage of the trend moro
ipc;penuivcly? Is that trend really for
‘me’
1" Bosides, most of us don't spend
thousands of dollara overhauling our
wardrobes simply becauso they’re not
brimming with certain colors, fabrics
and patterns, Wo take stock of our
choices and make purchases in light of
our needs and budget,

With that in mind, I decided to
weigh in on some of the trends wo've
‘heen hearing so much about. '

NICOLE
STAFFORD

= While vibrant, bright colora like hot
¥pink, turquoise and orange are being
e na the shades of the season, neu- - |.
2iral tanes like black, Navy, white an
~fan oro being ignored. - .
:‘:On tho one hand, I do believe beau-
3tiful colora ahould be cherished and
| experienced, especinlly when thoy pos-
1itively nffect our mood and appear-
-ance. Howevor, I don’t beliove wo
. should abandon our black separates in
- favor of an all-color wardrobe. Not
only does that fly in the face of build-
ing a wardrobe, but also many of ua
: simply don't feel comfortable and at
* our best in such bold colors.
! More importantly, not every color
? comploments every person. In other
{ words, don't feel presaured to inject
: loads of color into your wi be. Buy
* a few pieces — o top and a skirt ~ in
¢ your favorite bright tone and wear it
¢ with the noutral items you diready
: have. Or, purchase an inexpensive hat,
. pair of shoes or handbag in a bright -
* tono that you know you'll woar.
i

g

REPTILE PATTERNS

If you especially liko roptila pat-.-|..
i torns, and they suit you to a tee, by ali-
i means buy as much as you'd like:
i You'll probably wear your purchases |
{ next year, whether thoy’ro still'in ityle' -
‘or now But, that's becauss they suit |,

1you. o
f:yuOthorwine, 1'd cross roptile, both | .
4 faux and real, off your shopping list. .|~
3 Obviously, the real doal can bo.expen- | -
1 sive. More importantly, reptile prints
‘have a very particular sensibility,

1 Thoy're soxy, yos, but thoy're tough
:nn:ll bold, ltinlm A::-‘d. }t t{ut {ll'lx:l'-ynt;r

1 stylo, why dilute the Jook you have. *

4 (Vhllu a pair of shoes uyro' a handbag
{in o reptile pattern wouldn't strain

J tho budget, I'm not convinced a small

; dose would have much impact, not,,
{ anymore than, for le,.a high.

- All in the
family
Retailer offers way to

celebrate puppy love
. during Easter

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
BPECIAL EDITOR

natafford@oc.homecomm.net

A bag of gourmet dog bones from
a bakery.

A cozy set of knit bootics to pro-
tect the paws.

A leather collar in pooch's favorite
color,

Dogs have long been membera of
the family. It'a how we're confirming
their status that's changed, making
for big business in retail.

Indeed, nnything we might pur-
chase or do for our children, we
want for Spot, too, eapecinlly if we
have the diaposable income.

That's why the owncers of Three
Dog Bakery, one at 223 E. Maple in
downtown Birmingham and the
other at 413 Main Streot in down-
1 town Rochester, decided to hire a

R ,ﬁLA AR pet photographer, arm an actor in a
3 Tiioto betRTTor Rk puvias bunny suil with a load of dog treats  [{¥ 4
Easter puppy: We take our chil.  and offer Easter portrait sittings in  ['g, ~ % AT 2

dren for Easter and other holi-
day portraits, so it only makes
sense we want to do the same for

April. e
“It was kind of a supply and
demand thing” aaid Nora:Potthofl,’

ZoLnomy

< dayo Nore PethoT ” f Three Dog Bake
Dog days: Nora Potthoff (left), co-owner o, ree Dog Bakery in
Birmingham and R [7 4 ﬁbe

of the two specialty atores,
part of a chain that started 10 years

the canine members of the fami-
: ago na one bakery in Kansas. The

Iy.
. > PR local stores, which primarily sell
. freahly; baked, nutritious dog treats, offercd photos with Santa Claus during

photo opportunitiés from customers, :

Slated noon-4 p.m. Sunday, April 16 at the Rochester store and 5-9 p.m.
Thureday, April 20 at the Birmingham store, the sittings wil) bo similar to
those held by the retailer in December.

While walk-ins will bo d, i ents are encouraged. The cost, $12
per sheet of photos, will benefit local animal welfare efforts.

Rick Dupler, the photographer hired by Potthoff and her business partner for
tho sittings, will use a digital camera, so customers can view images of their
dog before making a selection for
print, He'll also offer a varicty of
photo sizes, including the kind that
fits into your wallet, and several
holiday borders i

Pooch portraits

‘the Christmas soason and os a result recejved numerous requésts for similar. -

where Easter doﬁ portraits wil
offered later this month, and store associate Audrey Metro
tempt Rowdy, the Birmingham store’s resident dog, with a
homemade treat. .

more amennble than children when it comes to acta of bonding and association.

“Wo give (children) toys, we dress them, but doga tend to be much more com-
plinnt,* PotthofT joked, explaining that pets almost always serve as an exten-
ston for our personalitics.

That's why, in truth, most of the merchandise and services we purchase for
our pets we're actuslly buying for ourselves, sho said.

So, though Spot may scem overjoyed when you walk in the door with a new
box of dog trents, that's probably your perception. After all, until he tastes his
new treats, he can't really appreciate them. Not to mention, only dogs know
how they fecl about collar scarves, winter bootics and portrait sittings.

“Jt just makes you feel good,” said Potthoff. “And, you want to indulge (your
pets) ns much a8 you can because they give you so much.”

Easter.

“We treat animals much like we
treat ocur children,” said Potthofl of
the current demand for pet products
and services.

While many shoppers scolf at the
sight of some of Three Dog Bakory's
merchandiso - decorated birthday
cakes for dogs, baby books for pup-
plea and an assortment of freshly
prepared dog troats, from “Pet-It
Foura" to “Pawlines” = most end up
making a purchase.

“Something just clicks, and it
makes them laugh and feel good. ...
And, thero's not a lot out there thot
makes us feol good,” said Potthofl,
adding that her storea will begin
sotling cat treats similar to what
thoy have for dogs thia month,

For those couples and individunla
who don’t have children, patroniz-
ing Three Dog Bakery is an outlet
for maternal and paternal feelings,
said Potthoff, “And, there ave a lot of
couples who are choosing not to
have childron.”

“ Besides, poth, especially dogs, aro

.. What: Photos of your
| .dog with the Easter
‘" ‘Bunny
Where: Three Dog Bak-

ery stores at 413 Main
_Street in downtown

Rochester and 223 E.
> “Maple in downtown Birm-
. ".ingham
....When: Noon-4 p.m.
|" "Sunday, April 16 in
+*Rochester and 5-9 p.m.

Thursday, April 20 in
..} Birmingham

- Cost: $12 per sheet of

photos with portion of

proceeds benefiting local
» animal welfare efforts

* Appointments: Call
J. (248) 608-8877 or (248)
723-1682

to come. ’

10008 .

. Personally, T dotest logos and, except
for jeans, won't purchase clothing.
embellishod by them. To me, they ave-. !¢
1 the entithesis of style, a substitute for |.*

PROTO COURTIST OF R

D
Tricks and toys:
Photographer
Rick Dupler
will offer sever-
al photo sizes
and different
holiday borders
{o cugtomers
who bring their
dogs to Three |
Dog Bakery for
Easter por-
traits. And, he'll
have a supply
of dog treats
and toyson
hand to coax
his subjects.
Cost ofl the pho-
tos, $12 per
sheet, will bene-
fit local animal
welfare efforts.

+ quanlity, leather bag you'll use for years.. |« | .«

Retail, style ana special store eventa are listed
in this colendar. Please send information to: Malls &
Mainstreets, c/o Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805:East Mapleé, Birmingham, MI 48009, Fox: (248)
644-1314. Information must be reccived by & p.m.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS |t

FRIDAY, APRIL 14

MOONLIGHT HLAI{)‘NIII SALK o

The P 'hamber of Ct
in

1oLt Mo

4 intaresting details and good design.
4 Onco more, thoy ssem to suggest the
1 wonrer lacks his or her own sonse of |-
! atyle and must rely on others for guid-
ance. N © e

. Like plaid, theas prints don't yeally= "
go out of style. Gin, , in particular,
able’in the summor. And, o small;

potka dot print on a lightweight skirt"
ordrcasisa ic surmar look.

| Mond:

alwnys looks nppealing and comfort.’ [:*

for publication the following Sunday.
forp MONDAY, APRIL 1&

| e TNk sow
Tho Knitting Room, 251 Merrill Street in Birming-

hhin, Yicats a Berroco Yarns trunk show through

‘| April 11, 10 8.m.-6 p.m. For moro information, call

(248)540-3623. :

Tal-Twolve Mall in Southfield hosts Henlth-O-Rama,
free and low-coat health screoning and services apon-
sored by the United Health Orgonization through
April 11, 10 mimn.-8 p.m. For dotails, call (248) 863-.

Living ovent through April 13, 10 a.m..8 p.m., Food

Court, For more information, call (734) 622-4100,

CHANEL MAKEOVERS .

Roceive a makeover by a Chanel national makeup

artist at Jacobron's, Laurel Park Place in Livonia

through April 12, noon-7 p,m., Cosmetica depart-

ment. To make an appointment, call (734)591-7696.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12

JONES NEW YORX EVENY

Hudson's, Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi, hosts o

wardrobe seminar featuring spring pieces by Jones

New York, 7 p.m. To mako o reservation, call (248)

THURSDAY, APRIL 13

 "Ag with all prints, the issucs are : b : j
| personal prcferpmce,-oiu angd propor- .. |.: 4111 " JUESDAY, APRIL 11 344-8800.
1 tion, If you like either of these prints, — LS -
| find one that works for you, . RLLIN YRACY ON PUAWAY - - -
oNoN v c o 2 s m_lon'l‘sa&fcﬁpmig o;{!ecﬂnn oxme::lnwn the r::
H . | widy an o Matilda R. Wilson Award is presen
H é%‘h'éhn::mﬁyd?h'ﬁmﬁm'x at Saks Fifth Avenue, the Somerset Collection in
H d.u:: ﬁ;g cne that you can wear in Troy to benefit the Boya and Girla Clubs of South-
i both u;u-l and fama‘lmumn Look oasten Michigan, 11 a.m., Ellen Tracy Boutiquo,
‘fra ; dreas you'a ‘*?.'-.pwr. +{-second floar. Tickets aro $35, incdlude brunch aud . .| For more information,
i with fino jewoky and 9),or Foquire reservation til 10, To attend, cell (248) .| yg XSALE 1
: palr of eandals ” & 20811200 ‘
5 Perert

Wonderland Mall in Livonia

AUSTEY REED WORKSHOP

Jacobson's stores offers wardrobo sominars featuring
clothing by Austin Recd through April 16,11 n.m.-3
p.m. Datea and locations are os follows: April 13 at

p d wn Ply-
mouth, 7-11 p.m, For details, call (734) 463-15’;0. .
. SATURDAY, APRIL 15
PROM DAY DRI
Saks Fifth Avenuo, the Somerset Collection in Troy,
presents Prom 2000 Focus Day a showeaso of -
evening wear, complimentary makeovare by Stila
und a drawing for prom services and merchandise,
Evoning Collections, second floor, For details, call
(248) 614-3385. f
FASHION DAY AY HUDSON'S .
Hudsan's, S Collection in Troy,
three fashion shows: looks from the Women's Way
Depurtment at 11 a.m., a rundown of spring trenda
at 2 p.m. and the Ralph Lauren collection for juniors
at 4 p.m. Regervations aro requircd. Ploass call
{248)816-4605. o
HANDRAQ DESIONER VISITS
Handbag designer Maya Evangelista and a trunk
show of her collection comd to Jacobson's in down.

Rochester Hills storo; April 14 at Birmingham store
and April 16 at Laurc! Park Place atore in Livonin,
all (800) 837-5227.

Tho Leagué of Wormen Votetd holds a used book sale:
int Wondorland Mall in Livopin through April 16,
near Dunham’s, For details, call (734) 522-4100.

9 p..,
| matian, =il (734) 5224100,

town 10 a.m.~4 p.m., Handbaga depart.
ment. For more information, call (248) 644-5900,
ot Sal I Livori ofoes o awing da
londerland n Livonia offors free dance
lessons, 6- ; Court, For additional infor-

sts 8 Project Hoalthy

\ A

1



