The Observer & Eccentric!/ SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2000

Tit

v

Y NORMA AND WENDY
[ONWETTER
.EXT,CML'MTM

o you want to take o
cruine, sco tho world, eat
! exotic foods, drink, shop,
and soak up tho raya... an
‘you're on & budget? New Orleans

ia juat tho place for you.

¢+ Naw Orleans is a lively port
city with fascinating hiatory, cul-
ture, architecture, food, music,
‘atenmboats, and oh yeah...cruiso
ships. Done right, you can do
everything you want and not

. break the bank,

Value

: Commodore Cruise’s motto {s
“The best value in tho
Caribbean,” and they mean it,
Rates for the &-day cruise start

at $369 (plus port charges of |

$90); the 7-day crulse starta nt
$479 (plus port charges of $120),
Shore excursions are not includ-
ed in the price of the cruise.
Tours rango from $28 to $79, We
cruised from Now Orleans to
Mexico an the Enchanted Capri
- ate, gambled, played, shopped,
and sunncd for § days. The
Enchanted Capri ia half-owned
by the Islo of Capri ¢aaino chain,
located in Southorn atates,
which moans that the casino is
sizable compared to other. ships.

If you go
A For information and resorvations on any Commodore Crulso
Ship, call (800) 237-5361 or visit their Wob sito, www.commo
dorecruise.com

. W A passport or birth cortificato {s
roquired as proof of U.S. citizonship,
B Opt for the shoro excurafan to
tha ‘Tulum Ruins and snorkeling at
Playa Del Carmen inatead of

Cozumel.

W Commodore’s Enchanted Iale
‘offera youth programa for threo dif-
ferent age groups of children at no
§ extrn charge, Plan a wedding and
reception whila the vessel is docked
in Now Orleans.

B Call (800) 584-3183 for o “Freo
Good Times Guide to New Orleans,”
with over $2,500 in coupons or visit
thelr Web sito, www.now corleanson-
line.com |

W Check out Preservation Hall in
the Fronch Quarter whore $4 gots
you some of tho best jazz in the city.
B Public transpertation (busea and
trollays) snve money. The St. Charles
Avenue Trolley is ono of the oldest
continuously operating atreet rail-

. waya offoring a view of beautiful
mansions of the Garden District and Carroliton Avenue.

M Your beat bet is to atay in hotela/motels on the perimeter of
the French Quartor. Thoy are quieter and reasonably priced;
most includo a continental brenkfast, Check rates at the Ambas-

. sndor Hotol, Comfort Suites, Best Weatorn Parc St. Charles, and
*Chateau Dupre, Motels in the suburb of Metairie offer free shut-
tle scrvico to thé Fiench Quarter.

azzy; Musicians per-
| form in front ofa -
boat on the Mississip-
pi River. .

New Orleana is famous for its
eateries and unique focds, jazz,
riverboats, Mardi Gras, urt gal-
lcries, clegant antique shopa
with fine sllver jewelry and
trendy boutiques, For a taste of
Now Orleana try Arnaud'a,
Tujnques, Court of Two Sistors,
Gallatoire’s, The Gumbe Shop,
and Relph & Kacoos.

Thera's a first class, easy-to.

t d ium with many

Drinks are ori-the-h while
gambling, Dress is casual on
Commodors.

Excursions
We stopped at Playa del Car-
men to dischorge passengors for
shore excursfon to an EcoPark at
Xearet. Then on to Cozumel and
Progresso’ (the port for Merida),
Moat shore cxcursfons on
Cazume! involved snorkeling and
vigiting priatine white sand
bepches; at Progresso the choices
included visita to either of two
important archeological eitea
_{Mayan ruins) at Uxmal and
Clfichen-Itza, .
‘Commodore has throe emall
abips, carrying only 500 to 750
ppasengers each, with one crew
mEmber for every two pasaep-.
geps. The reault — great, sorvi
Cruises are from five to seven
doys with itineraries to-the-
Cdribbean and a combination of

Caribbean and Mexico, Key West
or Central America (Belizo and
Haonduras). Cabins are small and
not very glamorous - but
remember, you spend little time
thoro and this is a bargain
cruise. Inside eabins are more
spacious but are without pot-
holea. The few bedroom suites,
the lounge, and movic theater
are glitzior. For a budget cruise,
the variety and excellent quality
of the meals aurprised us. Diner
ontreos included filet migon,
prime rib and lobster tails. You
can litorally eat from 6 a.m.
until midnight.

This is a fun ship with great
group games and firet clase
ontertainment in the lounge.
.You.can spend your casino win-
nings'everseds in upscale shops

ared to American tastes and

Extraordinary experience

Leave the ship by 9 a.m. when
the cruise ship docka in New
Orleans and you are tec)@y to

8 1!
huge floor-to-ceiling tanks and
adjacent IMAX Theater. The
Audubon Zoo is cnsy to cover
without too much walking. The
exhibits arc unusual and the

da are i i , partic-

atart on oxi Y
experience. Now Orlcans is
geared to tourists. Thoro's somo-
thing for evorybody. The French
Quarter is an area of about 80
square blocks, It contains many
historical buildings, such as The
Cabildo (the Louisiana State
Museum), tha Presbytere, and
the Old U.S. Mint. These build-
ings house exhibits like the His-
tory of Jazz and Mardi Gras,
Walk the narrow streots and
anjoy the variety of enchanting
1800s architecture, charming
courtyards and elegant antique
shopa. Delight in the music that
abounds on tha streets, luxurinte
in cafe au lait and beignots at

geared to 4
‘expoctations, or wait to treat

yourself in Now Orleans. the Cnf'n du Mondo or gamble at

arrah's.

ularly the Louisiana Swamp and
white alligators.

A short free ferry ride takes
you to Mard{ Gras World where
you get insights into how those
fabulous parade floats are made,
as well ag socing comploted
floats, You can also try on flam-
boyant headdresses end cos.
tumes, so bring your camera.

The New Orleans Art Muscum
in City Park desorves the atten-
tion of art lovera. It haa one of
the finest collections of French
painting, American artists, deco
rative nrtists and a Faberge col-
lection,

Unique, food, family fun, tours,
nightlife, and incscapable history
emanating from most evory

strect a~2 zhop — New Orleans
hna it all, Visit, and join the
ranks of people who rave about
this most unusual port city.

Norma and Wendy Schonwet-
ter are Farmington residents.
Tell us about your trip,

Cruise from New Orleans to Mexico

| Historical:
Buildings
on Bourbon
Street in the
French
Quarter
have orna-
mental
wrought
iron rail-
ings.

Send atories, with pho-
tographs, for consideration on
our Travel page to Keely Wygo-
nik, bserver Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150
or e-mail stories to hwygonik@oe.
homecomm.net.
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PROVIDING WHAT YOU NEED TO SUCCEE

We offer hundreds of spring and summer credit courses

to satisfy your degree or certificate requirements.

Take full advantage of:

® Qur strategic location in the heart of

Detroit’s cultural and medical centers.

More than 350 academic programs delivered through 14 schools and colleges.
Classes taught by a topnotch faculty; 85 percent hold doctoral or terminal degrees.
Services and resources provided by WSU’s Academic Success Center.
The best college buy in the state of Michigan!

Spring/Summer Term: May 8 through August 3
.Spring Session: May 8 through June 27

Summer Session: June 28 through August 18

, WAYNE SI'ATE UNIVERSITY—THE INTELLECTUAL HUB OF METRO DETROIT
ST Connect with us at 1(877) WSU-INFO, requestinfo@wayne.edu, or wayne.edu on the Web.
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