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Older and younger kids brought together

by the

Thiz marks another install.
ment of Today's Lesson, an occa-
u{onal series which chronicles

in
ton Public Schools.
BY TIM SMITR
STAYY WRITER
tamlihOoo.homecomm.net

Wide-eyed Highmeadow Com-
mon Campus pupils sat and lia-
tened, and danced, and sang ...
and laughed.

This was not your typical sto-
rytelling session Wedneaday
morning at the Farmington dis-
trict elementary school. A group
of Farmington High School stu-
dents in the advanced speech
class of teacher Cori McLaughlin
wero just ag animated in their
“readings” of various classic chil-
dren’s books such as “The Griz-
2ly Bear That Lives Under the
Stairs” or “Amclia Bedelia.”

There waa senior Nikki
Giroux, donning a Green Bay
Packers cheeschead hat and
talking in a squeaky mouse voice
for her rendition of “The Stinky
Cheese Man.”

Junior Bob Hoyer put on some
long ears as a visual aid for *It's
Not Easy Being a Bunny.”

Most animnted of all - appro-
printely for the story “Where the
Wild Things Are” — was senior
Nick Ward, He wore a robe, paja-
mas and a cardboard “crown”

In character: First grader
Amber Chapell wears a
wig to play a part in the
story told by Farmington
High School 11¢th grader
Layne Bodily.
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Acting out: Senior Nick Wood and his Highmeadow students dance as part of the

Jjoy and fun of reading

<
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“Where the Wild Things Are.” The older students shared their love of reading with

their young counterparts.

and pranced in circles with his
young sudience during the
story's rumpus scene,

Literary link

Watching from the sideline
was Highmeadow first-grade
teacher Julte Benneott, who
thought tho storytelling scssion
would help the younger kida sce
for themselves that reading is an
activity that oven older kids
onjoy.

“They’re getting the enjoyment
of hearing storics and getting
some role modeling, tao,” Ben-
nott aaid. “It’s great to sce older
studenta enjoy the anme litera-
ture they enjoy. They're so0 well
p?pnrcd and thoy do a great
job.”

The iden for a field trip was
that of Highmeadow media spe-
cinlist Julie Riegol, who has
worked in a partnership with
McLaughlin the paat two years
to give high school and elemen-
tary students a unique chance to
spend some time togother in a
classroom sctting.

“It’s story telling, not story

reading,” Ricgel emphasized,

Several classrooms had three
or four simultancous stories
belng told to clusters of attentive
kids. Each high schoeol student in
a particular clnssroom rotated
from cluster to cluster, making
sure every youngster heard
overy story.

Both Giroux and Ward said
they also get a kick out of
putting on costumes and really
getting into the books thoy read.

It's appreciated

*The kids get a ton of cnjoy-
ment out of it, you ean tell by the
looks on their faces,” Giroux
said. "And it benefita me because

1 want to be a teacher. I love lit-
tle kids.”

To Ward, who intends to be a
theater major at Miami of Chie
University next year, it is impor-
tant to jazz upethe stories,
because the kida already know
them by heart.

“Chances are a lot of them
read it before,” he said. “If 1 get
them up dancing, and ! have my
pajamaa on, they're probably
going to got into it a little bit
more.”

McLaughlin said the reading
excuraion is "a cclebration of lit-
eracy. It's neat for these young
kida to sce these young adults
from another achool come in and
share that literacy.”

The experience also {8 good for
the high school students because
the reaction from the children
substantintes what they are
doing.

“More than any other assign-
ment in speech, thia is the one
thoy really remember,” the
teacher added.

New format enlisted for scholarships

The Farmington Community
Band will initinte a new format
for the Barbara Hughes Memori-
al Scholarship beginning this

year.

The acholarship is nnmed alter
the Farmington Hilla resident
and former band member, to be
used to furthor oducrtion and
purauit of musie.

The $600 scholarship will be
awarded to a student from one of
the thrao Farmington district
high achools who dcmunntrnfu
'y an an inatr iat
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The three high school's music
directors will select a atudent

in woodwind, braas or percus-
sion.

Pau) Barber, FCB conductor,
announced the award criteria.
*Tho atudent must havo been an
active band membeor for four
yenra, have a consistont track
rocord for contribution to the
music program and have demon-
strated excellence in musician-
ship.”

didate to compete for the
$500 scholarship. The three can-
didates will submit a written
application by May 1 and com-
peto in the FCB Scholarship
Audition to bo held during the
Featival of Arts Week at the
Costick Center.

A five-momber acholarship
pane! will determine the award
winner based on the writton
application, aclo performance
and a peraonnl interview,

While plana for the award cers
emony have not been finalized
yot, it is haped the student will
be presented with the $600
award nt o future performance of
the FCB and at the student’s
high school awards assembly.

“Thia is the Community
Band's way of encournging tal-
onted music studoents in the
Farminglon area to continue
their interest in music nRer they
gradunte from high school,” Bar-
ber snid.

a gift from Jacobson's means more

The potished aluminum elophant bottio opener
by Georg Jensen for Royal Scandinavia
helps you get a grip. Gift boxad. $25.
In China, Crystal, Silver.

Froe shipping for purchases on your Jacobson's charpe, now through May 31.

Jacobsons

Dinrdngham ¢ (346 $44-0900  Livonde * (734 8917008 Aochaster + () 814000
jacobsons.com

a gift from Jacobson’s means more

Put a stop to it. The three-pieca “Gea” stopper
set from Towle comes with its own rack, $25.
In China, Crystal, Siver.

Froe shipping fof pUChISes Ot your JOCODSON'S Charge, now through May 31.

Jacobson’s
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a gift from Jacobson's means more

Fem and funclion, by Georg Jensen for Royal Scandinavia,
The polishod steel mimor bowl is perfect for keeping track of
chango or keys. Gilt boxed for easy giving. $52.50.

In China, Crystal, Silver.

Free shipping for purchases on your Jacobson's chargo, now throuph May 31,
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