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Role mode): Curtis Cozier says his mom is a greet role model, She begon treatment
four years ago. She says everything looks good now and she is cancer free.
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ketPlace opportunity will be
oxtended to businesscs olse-
where in Farmington eand in
Farmington Hills,

W To improve communication
nnd enhanco understanding of
the concept, MCC chair Ren
Baker will take a laptop comput.
er with him for on-site demon-
strations,

As of Wednesday, ot !eul one
merchant agreed to take the
plunge because of the new sot of
sign-up rules.

The modified MarketPlace pro-
g:nnl was presented to the DDA

ard Tuesday marning by Ron
Bakes, chair of the Marketing
Communicationa Counsel. It was
unanimoualy npgrovod and
endorsed by the board. Both
Baker and DDA ive Direc

the irsue after the first 12 months.

“It'a a very positive markoting
uppruach for the new millenni.
um,” Downoy said. *There’s no
question about it.”

Good start
Sho said initial reaction about
the modified plan is encourag-

ng.
“Deb Watson (of Deb's Crafta}
was there (Tucsday) morning,”
ey said, “and she said that
she would ~gn up. Before it was-
n't worth her changing the pro-
gram she had, but now she fig-
ured it would just be like ndver-
tising dollars and would be
worth her while to accept tho
assistance of the DDA”

up for the nrixinnl lan, unveiled

early Jan zaid-March,
Boker said he was prepared to
withdraw MCC from the project
because of poor enrollment, but
Downey ond Farmington City
Mansger Frank Lauhoff request-
odan modmuﬁon to the proposal
to see {['it could stay afloat.

Lauhoff noted the intention of
Baker to re-isit tho merchants
for computer demonstrations.

“I don't think Marketing Com-
mupications had the o%;;onunity
to fully explain all the benefits of
the proponl {before),” Lauhofl
said. “And [ think the board was
wise to continue the plan,
because it ultimately will be
very Yt\lu'nble resource for down-

Baoker made an ce
fon to the Michi

pr
D

tor Judy Downey are
that the changes will drum up
interest wheore the former plan
did not.

“We're going to expand the
opportumly, but not the sub-
sidy,” Baker said. “We will go for
the 10 nnd build it, and let other
people see what it's all about.

“I'm confident that once it's up
and running, people will see that

goad role model,

Eileen Cozier begen cancer
treatment four yeara ago. She
had watched her sister die of
bronst cancer, and all four of
Curtis’ grandparents suffored
somo form of tho disease.

‘Today, Elleen is cancer-free.

“Su far, 8o good,” she said.
“You're alwnys waiting for that
magical fifth year, but so far
everything looks good.”

According to his mother, Cur-
tis has always been the kind of
kid who wasn't afraid to chal-
lenge himaelf. He started rock
climbing while studying internn-
tional business at tho University
of Golorndn, then moved intu

asked her what organizationa
she considered worthwhile.

She gave him a few names,
then asked why ho wanted them.

“When ho-told me, it was very
emotional,” Eileen rccalled,
admitting the memory still
eflects her deoply. “It actually
brought tears to my oyes that he
cares 80 much ho would be will-
ing to do that, It was a very spe-
cial time.”

For Curtis, calling his mother
seemed only natural,

“if she hadn’t heve gone
through what she went through,
1 pmbably wnuldn't have dons
this,” he 2aid

One of l.he organizations his

which i
more exploration,

When he started looking into
the Denali expedition, Curtis
realized ho wanted this climb to
bo more than something he waa
doing for his own personal satis-
faction, Ho called his mother and

s sndwer fani

mother d, the Karmanos
Institute for Breast Cancer
Research, latched onto his idea
of having people donate for every
foot Curtis climbed. They hooked
him up with the Komen Race for
the Cure, the largest series of 6
kilometer races in the country.

[ finally)

Over 700,000 runners participat-
ed in 1999 alcne.

The Karmanos Institute is a
designated Comprehensive Can-
cer Center for research, patient
care, education and community
outreach, All funds raised will go
to those two organizations; Cur-
tis is paying f{c= the coata of the
climb out of his own pocket.

And that's a fairly ateep price
to pay, considering he and his
wife, Jennifer, are expecting
theiv first child in July.

While he faces the challenge of
high winds and temperatures
that plunge to more than 40
degrees below zero, Curtis is
challenging donors to pledge a
penny a foot, for a total donation
of $203.20 when he reaches the
summit, Of course, any amount
would be nppreciated, he said.

*I, and every one of us, can do
something, whatover it is,” Cur-
tis said.
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woans

it hnu value.

ding to Downey, the DDA
will offer it to 10 merchants for
the first six menths and then offer
it to n second 10 merchants for the
second six montha, But the
authority has only made a one-
year commitment and will revisit

' admissions and -,
. linanciat aid info; much mote

A (of which
Downey is president) during n
recent Michigan Munici

The fact that businessea out-
side of downtown alao have a

League legislative conference ln
Lanaing.

When it was shown on the
chart that “billions of dollars are
being spent over the Internet for
purchase of products and ser-
vices, wo don't want the mer-
chants of y"armington to miss out
on that,” Dow.aey said.

Ap far as Downey knows,
Farmington still would be the
first municipality in Michigan to
start a program like this, let
nlone have it linked into the city
Web sita,

Only tbree morchants signed

:hnneew:i up for the
ce is etk that Laubofl

nid would bs a plus.

“There are a lot of bulineuu
on the sorridar, golf stores, fish-
ing stores, that can benefit from
this kind of a plan,” Lanhoff
said. “The more businesses that
are on it, the more customers it
will draw, and the more cus-
tomers it draws the more people
will see all these businesses ...
or at least have the opportunity
to see all these businosses’in
downtown. Se, the more the bet-
ter, I'm very encouraged by it,

and it’s & great move by
the DDA."
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