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Hills contingent goes to D.C.

By JoN] Husrep
STAYY WhiTZR
jhubred@oe, humewmm net

With the goal of bringing home
« bigger piece of tho fedaeral bud-
get pio and lobbying legialators,
a contingont of six Farmington
Hills City Counci! members and
two staffera spent timo in Wash-
inmun; D.C., last week, at the

at
League
Citics conven-
tion.

At o cost to
lecal taxpayers
of obout $7,000,
officials joined
nearly 3,000
municipal gov-
aernment offi-
clals to talk
about issues
ranging from taxing e-commerce
to keeping the federal govorn-
ment out of local government's
business.

“Wo Jobby our reprosentatives
in an cffort to bring home more
tax doflars and attend work-
shops to gain knowledge on
upcoming national legislation
that will impact our communi-
ty.”

City mannger Steve Brock,
who attended with assistant Teri
Arbenowske, Mayor Nancy
Bates, Council bors Vicki

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES
CONVENTION

go,” Brock said, “It's generally
been throe or four. Moro went
this year because we had some
first-timers.”

While it wasn't Bricknor's first
visit to the nation's capitol, he'd
never been to an NLC ovent.
He’s in his firat council term,
having been elected last fall.

“1 thought it was very interest-
ing,” he said. “The big topic was
e-commerce, The NLC is very
concorned about the fact that
salea and usc taxes aren't being
collected by c-businesses (the
way they are for regular busi-
nesses),”

That's a concern locally
because a portion of sales taxes
in Michigan go !nwnrd funding
schools,

“Right now, it's not a major
burden,” Bricknor commented,
“But the numbers are starting to
mount up.”

The Hills delegation met with
Sen. Carl Levin and Rep, Joseph
Knollenberg, who nppear to have
differing views on the topic.
While Levin favored the tax,
Knollenberg was mora inclined
to '.nku a ‘:wnlt. and sec”

Barnett, Cheryl Oliverio, Barry
Brickner, Chris McRaé and
Jerry Ellia, said the trip was
included in the council's 2000
travel budget.

“Howevor many want to go,

said.

Bnth federal representatives
liked an iden City Clerk Kathy
Dornan asked council mombers
to suggest: Lowering or eliminat-
ing postage on clection-related
materials.

Dornan said the idea came
from many discussions with
other city clerks about waya to
encourage more peoplo to vote,

“They (the state of Michigan)
did reduce postage for election
materials, if you comply with
certain requirements,” Dornan
said. “Wo'ro trying to get that at
Farmington Hills."

But that'a only for materinls
sent out to voters from the
clork’s offico. Dornan thinks jt
would make life easier for absen-
tee votors, especinily senfor citi-
zens, if they could just pop their
ballot in the mail without having
to worry about buying a stamp.

“Maybe that will be one incen-
tive, another way to got more
peaple to vote,” Dornan com-
mented. “Plus, it costs ua a lot of
money to mail out. We send out
tons of lotters every day for voter
registration in order to clean up
our records,”

‘Whether the idea has a chance
at getting consideration in
Congrees remains to be seen.
Dornan and Brickner are co-
writing a letter, making the sug-
gestion more formal,

‘They may have a head start.
With both Levin, a Domocrat,
and Knollenberg, 11 Ropublican,
already in favor of it, Brickner
pointed out, “It's already got bi-
partisan support.”

Harrison block plan shows ‘team effort’

BY TiM SMITH
A¥F WRITKR .
tsmith@oo.homocomm.net

Harrison High School adminia-
trators Tuesday, March 28 pn-

“He said it was o tremendous
team offort,” Brouillette said.

Studenta already are meeting
with counselora to choose the
clectivea they want to take for

sented school board
with n glowing pmgreu repurt
about i 1

Tucsday ing blocks that
will mlrror the Student Man-
aged A Time

ing, sald Priscilla Broullloue.
board president.

According to Brouillette, Har-
rison Principal Rande Horn
openly thanked by name those
parents who played an impor-
tant role in helping the high
school | progress to the point
where tho block is all hut ready
to bo implemented for the 2000-
01 achool year. |

and Student Enrichment Time
programs at Farmington and
North high schools, respectively.

*The committee is meeting to
decide names for these things; it
could be ‘Hawk Time' or some-
thing like that,” said Brouillette,
referring to the enrichment
block and Thursday morning
lnte storts, the latter being peri-
ods for tuachcr planning.

¥ experts

your success.

Spring Session: s b June 23

Take classes at
Oakland University this
spring and summer and learn
with world-class faculty who are
active in their fields as:
D advisers

) and breakthrough researchers.

) authors

Oakland offers opportunities to gain
real-world experience from faculty and
corporate partners who care about

For more information, call
; (£00) OAK-UNIV

SHmer Session: June 26

For the late starts, students
won't have to attend school until
9:30 a.m. Thursdays; school
beging at 7:25 a.m. the other
four days.

Brouillette snid the late start,
uend any sther scheduling tweaks
nceded to implement the block,
should not adversely impact
transportation, which the dis-
trict will pravide,

Brown delved into various
details such aa how faculty mcm-
bers already are preparing for

. the firat month of tho block

scheduling ern.
I was impressed with how the
stoff has prepared for this,”

‘Brouillotte said.
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3 of the O.E. Dunckel Mid-

dle School choir perform "Cmemagzc, a medley of
show tunes, during the recent reception to honor school
district volunteers and business partners.

District toasts volunteers

BY T BIII'I'B
unllmc.homeeonm.nut

They rolled out the red carpet
for Farmington Public Schoola
volunteers and business part-
ners, considered vital to tho suc-
cens of the district,

Approximately 125 volunteera
and business partners enjoyed
the Tuesday, March 28, “Acade-
my Award” themed reception, at
the O.E. Duncke! Middlo School
cafetorium,

Each guest reccived n special
“gift™ from the district, namely a
chocolate figurine - that of
someone clutching a atar, with
the district’s name inscribed at
the bottom.

The guests followed a red run-
ner to the cafetorium, which fea-
tured tables covered with black
tableclothea and sparkly gold
confetti. Life-size cardboard
cutouts of actora and actresses
from Academy Award.winning
films such as the Wizard of Oz
made it almost scem like a atroll
down the Hollywood Walk of
Fame.

Once inside, they were made
to feel like award winners,

“It’s very gratifying,” said
Julic Devine, a parent who most-
|y volunteers at Farmington
High School, although she
plnyc_d an active role helplng

icize the recent first
school district 24-hour telethon.

Devine anid the best part
nbout being recognized “is
there's an understanding that
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our time is precious,”

Several school officials talked
sbout why the district wanted to
toast the various voluntsers and
busineas partners,

"I said in my opening com-
ments that, t you pos-
sible for us in so many ways, we
can't do by ourselves,'” said
schools Superintendent Bob
Maxficld, *“And, in fact, the win-
ner is you. All of you.™

Several examples of volun-
teeriam cited by Maxfield
include: Junior Achievement
programs; Winning Futures at
Farmington High Schoo); the
Mobil gas stations that desig-
nate certain days as fund-raisers
for schools; participanta of
Senior Adults Giving to Educa-
tion; and those who spend time
helping interview school princi-
pal candidates.

“If we had to pay for the kind
of effort” exhibited by the volun-
teers and businnss partnera,
“we'd never be able to afford it,”
acknowledged schoal board Vice
President Frank Reid,

Highlighte of the reception
included entertainment by the
Harvison High School Jazz Bond
(directed by Mark Phillips) and
0.E. Dunckel Middle School
Choir, under the direction of
Kathleen Seremet,

The choir performed “Cin-
emagic,” featuring songs from
Qacar-winning movies, while a ..
second group, the Girla Ensem.
ble, also sang.
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‘When ﬁll.ioa:l!y nehimod .
'pulhr ton Creagh epcke]
ut tho Sober October breaks |
fast, ho Implored adulty in the§’
voom to start lndinzby sxam.
pls when it
comen - to meemssEr
sending the  GRIP -
o 7 e

or o
children.

Creagh continued tha dh
logus at !: Glgll’lﬁooo C
program at . the am {-
Costick - Activities' Cénter. |-
Approzimately 125 parents
Aendad the oeering, e
a L :
Among those in attendance ],
‘was parent Cindi Helisek. Sho
said Creagh “chalienged par- |,

tance of parents doing the
rllht t.hlng in front of dmu' :

Among things puunt‘ .
ahould think twice about:
allowing their kids to leave 8
North America for spring|.
break; asking them to gat}"
them a beer from nl‘ngm- -
ator or & pack of cigarettes. -
Al'.hnnah Holisez said
was “very impressed” with the
talk, she said “he could have
gone on for another 16 min-}
utes and gotten mors :pedﬁg :
to our local community.*
Creagh's presentation dult 5
with parents’ role in keeping {:
their childron drug-free. He
discussed common mense,
down-ta-earth ideas about
offective purenting and will
‘begin to think-gf}
themselvas ag role models, <+
He also addressed hix!i
students ca April 8 and3

4.
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Yes! I am interested in finding out more about
Oakland University’s spring and summer classes,
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