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Primary educators

am writing once again to

nddreas the parents of ele-
mentary children in the Farm.
ington public school district.

~ This concerns the sexual

harassment videos to be shown
to the firat and sccond graders,
and also the fifth graders.

Hillside Elementary has
declined to use the fifth grade
video because 50 percent of
parents previowing the materi-
al were opposed. The district's
assistant superintendent for
instruction, Judy White, agrees
it would be in Hillside's best
interest to leave it out of this
curriculum. Why is this video
then going to be shown at
every other school in Farming-
ton?

The only reason it wiil be
shown is because parents at
these echools have, by and
large, not seen these videos,

The "parent preview” atten-
dance at schools other than

ingly low. I do not believe that
these parenta are willfully
neglecting their children's best
interest, but with a title cur.
riculum like “Respecting One-
self and Others,” 1 suppose
most parents trust that their
littls ones won't be exposed to
sexunl abuse videos.

At this writing, there were
still achool board members who
had not even vicwed theso
videos. They only approved the
written curriculum materials,
At the next board of education
meuting oa April 11, we can
have an opportunity to ask for
their individual approvals of
these videos. Maybe someone
will even expluin why he or she
belioves that it is the school’s
place to teach these kids about
sexual abuse on young chil.
dren.

Have our MEAP scores sur-
passed the rest to the degree
that we hava free time left over
for this garbage? One member
of the board admitted that

thesa were not the best choice. .

Will anyone with clout have
courage and stand up for we
parents who atill want to be
our children’s primary educa-
tors on matters such as sexual
abuse?

Claudia M. Taffe
Farmington Hills

Good resuits -

The service you render by
publishing the calendnr of

events is a blessi
0 those of us who are trying to
raise monoy for the benefits of
our residents.

‘We at the Detroit Baptist
Manor have benefited a good
many times, We have had good
results again this year.

. Gladys Woodward
Chairman of the
Rummage and Bake sale
Alpha Building
Farmngton Hills

Our expectations

Our public school system
‘claims we are a “just the
facts” community. When will
facts be used to either finally
change the direction of public
education or jllustrate that the
time for vouchers has come?

The state, with the MEAP,
identifies the basic skilla that
students are to demonstrate. A
Proficient rating is achieved
when approximately 76 percent
of the multiple choice questiona
aro answered correctly.

Qur district has many
rosponsive classrooms that
annually produce 80 to 100
percont of their students who
achiove the Proficient rating.

Instead of this proven 80
percent Proficient quality
benchimark, a formula is used

the lowest scoring ranges. It
continues to report mediocro
results as a quality outcome.
Tho diatrict boasts of dozens
of top candidates for every
open teacher position, Yot it
actually continues to accopt
practices that have proven to
be unresponsive to the learning
needs of the studenta in the
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