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Farmington Hills offers its taxpayers,
including those who live — willingly or unwill-
ingly — on gravel roads,

But tho city council Monday again voted 4-3
blish a special district to

: pay far dust control on gravel roads — all
! approximately 22 miles of them,

Again, and wisely, Mayor Nancy Bates and
Councilwoman Vicki Barnett opposed gravel
rond homeowners paying an additional cost

. for calcium chloride to restrict dust on these
. roads. In his first year on council, Barry
: Brickner also opposed the asacssment.

The overriding issue hero is disagreoment

: on & philosophical issue. Is dust control an
o3 . 2

! t or
The homeowners are right. Like fixing pot-

* holes or working an shoulders, dust control on

" ity d ronds is

1t's pure and

- simple.

Any argument that gravel roads are used
only by those residents is unrealistic. There

- are paved subdivision roads that lcad to grav-
+ ol ronds. In other words, the gravel roada get

: public use, not just use by those residenta who
: have particularly chosen to have a gravel

. roand, or those who have no choice because

: they cannot afford to pay for paving.

The city's policy to nsscss gravel road prop-

‘Whose road is it?
. City should pay for dust control

o'll say it again, Maintaining city
. roadways should bo part of what

H The city's policy to assess gravel
road property owners for $59,410
arnually - for four applications ~ Is
setting this group of residonts
apart from the rest.

erty owners for $69,410 annually - for four
applications - is setting this group of resi-
donts apart from tho rest. These residents,
fike alf others in the city, pay taxes that
include road maintenance,

Council 8 must also be
that gravel ronds are a part of the city. In fact,
many of the gravel roads add a certain charm
to this medium-sized metropolis where con-
crete is god.

Interestingly, resident S8y Kornicky who
lives on Power Road - the gravel part —spoko
with concern about the health and safoty
aspects of caleium chloride. Not only is the

s And

.| ehemical destructive and corrosive, but there

is some thought that it might be a
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according to Kernicky, Web sites that address
calcium chloride say o8 much,

Hmmm. Perhaps city officials need to check
this out before they start the applications and
charge homeowners for where they happen to
live.

Drain renaming is a good idea

. drain by any other name may mdccd
: smell sweeter, ly to of

the hardworking Fnrmmgton Hills

. Beautification Commission.

Members' efforts to rename 11 brooks,

- crecks and streams, whose names now cnd in
: the word “drain,” may be viewed by some a8

: inconscquential. After all, why bother renam*
. ing something to which many people may not
: pay attention?

An answer lies in the fact that any commu-

nity is about pride. Believe it or not, Farming-
. ton Hills has plenty of waterways — drains or
* otherwise - running through it.

Lot's face it. If you call something a drain,
it's just a drain and that’s all it ever will be.
Call something a creek, brook or stream, and
different, more positive images - than a drain
—come to mind.

Pcople just might take more pride in these

waterways if renomed. But something called a
cereck, stream or brook might also get more
attention and loving care than most people
would give a drain.

The idea is something akin to dressing up
and your demeanor and behavior improve to
match what you look like.

Right now commission members are looking
for historical and cultural information about
these waterways, such as the Caddell Drain or
Pebble Creek Drain. Keep in mind, these
waterways were not always so named.

If you have information that could help the
beoutification jssion in their
procesd, give Marie Donigan in the Hills plan-
ning office a call, (248) 473-8643.

Read and learn at the library

t's called the digital divido, the gap betweon

the information haves and have nots,

between those with computers and those
without.

The front lino effort to nasrow the gap is
being waged at your public library. This week
is Natifonal Library Weok and the theme is
*“Read! Learn! Connect! @ the Library,”

The public library has always been on tho
cutting edge in providing information to every-

one.

Until relatively recent times, Jibraries were
the personal preserve of the rich, The vast
mudorhy of people were illiterate and many of
those in power would just as soon hoep thum
that way.

But others saw the need to educate every-
one, to make them moroe productive workers,
yes, but also to make them better citizens,

In the 18th century self-made multi-million-
aire Andrew Carnegio gave away a large por-

- tion of his fortuno to create public librarics all

acrosa the country. His‘'example and his condi-

“tion that communitiea raiso taxes to continue

the work of the library helped make libraries -
an casentia! institution in any forward looking

_community,

Now, another rich patron is giving a large
shure of his wnnlth to librarica. Bill Gates
lyhasab in providing
grants for computers, but he is elso contribut-

" ing to tho dissemination of information to

- makes access to o

- everyone, The Bill and Melinda Gatea Founda-

tion is.supplying billions of dnllars worth of
and ing to librarics,
ospcdully those in leas prosperous areas, Qur

. area libraries will receive somo of this largess.

Computers and tho Internet have created
an information explosion in recont yoars that’

The library has always been a source for
people to improve themselves through knowl-
edge, Public Jibraries have given us all access
to thousanda of books from self-help drivel to
classics of world literature. Now the library ia
the place to goto learn about and use the
Internet.

“Wo are in tho b
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Vindictive remarks

a“Man of the Cloth,” I can’t shake off my

mbarrassment at the vindictive nature of
tho language used by the Rev, Brian Brewer
in his very public sermon to Aldo Vagnozzi of
March 23,

As a nation we are increasingly concerned
about our violent society and to read such
inflammatory language coming from a minis-
ter of the Gospel calls into question the man's
ability to truly lead.

For 28 years, I have been privileged to bo
both pastor and friend to Mr, Vagnozzi. I have
never met a public person so dedicated to
being of service and 8o willing to put himself
on tho line in seeking justice in Farmington
Hills and far beyond, If Rev. Browor’s inten-
tion is to demean Mr. Vagnozzi by implying
guilt through asaociation, it won't wash.

1 can only hope Rev. Brewer will find some
peace born of the good God whose Goapel he
preaches.

Rev. Jim Wright
Our Lady of S8orrows Catholic Church
Farmington Hills

Good Judgment

8 a parent of two Farmington elementary
tudents, I read with great interest the
articlo on the front page of the March 12 edi-

tion of the Farmington Observer,
R The article titled “Shooting troubles dis-
of quality tricz d " explained how Bill 8mith the
and lifalong learning,” said Ann Long, presi- ipal of L El tary handled the

dent of the American Library Association in a
releaso on Library Week, “There has been an
oxplosion of information, not all goed or reli-
able, Librarians are informaticn experts who
can guide people to quality resourcea whether
that's a book or n Web site.”

In recent months, public libraries have been
under assault by self-appointed censors who
800 tho Internet as accesa to a cesspool of
pornography that is corrupting the youth of -
America, These same censors have long
attacked the book selection policies of public
libraries aa well.

Libraries and library associations have gen-
erally stood firm against censorship while
working with genuinely concorned parents
and educators to make the Internct a poaluve
rather than nogative source of inft It
{s through their efforts that tho most rural
and most poverty stricken sections of tho
country are achioving ever wider access to the

b,

It is through their efforts thnt pre-school
childron and eoniora are al learning to becoms
experta at navigating the information high-
way.,

Good libraries are also providing the kind of
training and guidance that makes the Internet
mora than a jumblo of useless public relati

news of the shooting that occurmd in Mt. Mor-
ris early in the week.

Mr. Smith alerted his staff, and prepared
thom in the event that atudents began to dis-
cuss the shogting, But he felt it was the par-
ente’ responsibility to irform their children if
they so chose, As a parent I commend Mr,
Smith and his insight, and show of good judg-
ment at keeping this information from being
introduced in the school.

Lot me tell you how another Farmington
public clementary school handled the shoot-

ing. My children are in the 4th grade and
kindergarten at Flanders Elementary. On
Wednesdny every class was informed by their
teacher about the shooting. Why were we s
parents not allowed to make the decision as to
what information, if any, to share with our
children? As a parent I had decldcd nul‘. to
share this infc fon with my

There is no reason that my 5-year-old necded
to know about the shooting.

In the article Mr. Rice, a psychologist states
%At gix, he (meaning the shooter) doean’t know
what it means for someone to be dead and
buried in the ground. As a psychologist, I'm
talling you he has no idea of the full impact of
what he's done.”

If the boy pulling the trigger does not com-
prchend this, lhun how ia a 6-yoar-old going to

d? dmini ion at Flanders
has put itself in the position of making
parental decisions on behalf of our children.
The damage that the school has caused by
doing this cannot be undone. Children should
not be exposed to violence, whether it is on
TV, or discussed in the classroom,

Earlier this same weck, a second and and
third grade class was told about the suicide of

n Farmington High School ati:dent. The 7-and

8- year-olds were given detailed explanation
about the suicide. The parents of these chil-
dren were not informed until after the class-
room discussion. Onco again the adminiatra-
tion at Flanders has completely disregarded
the rights of the parents.

These are both very serious adult subjects
that most parents would not want their ele-
mentary- age children exposed to. The Farm-
ington Public School District needs to be more
awaro of what its building administrators are
doing. I never dreamed it would be necesaary
oan pmnt to have to request tho school

my children from the d fon of
such serious adult subjects, but apparently
not all building administrators possess the
good judgment as demonstrated by Mr. Smith
ot Longacre,

Patti Kohnert
Farmington
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Good librario- provide a

an 1 part
of participation in tho political, feand

d with clear desti|

social life of the community, Children who
don't Jearn how to uas computers soon find
theugw)v(u far bohind thelr peors.

The thome of this year’s library week eays it
all, Go viuit your library and “Read! Learn!
Connoct @ the Library.” .
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— Philip Power




