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Ambassadors advance .

It didn't como easily, but the Com.
puware Ambassadors survived tho
first test in their quest to repeat as
champions of the North Amorican
Hockoy League by beating the USA
NAHL Team two games to one in
their best-of-three sorica last weckend
at Compuware Arena.

‘The Ambasandors sdvance to play
the Danville Wings in a best-of-three
NAHL scmifinal Friday through Sun-
dey at Compuware.

All three games againat the UBA
squad wero decided by a single goal,
with two of them going to overtime.
Compuware trailed 2-0 in the sories
opener last Thursday but rallied to tic
it at 2-all with goala from Andy
Burnea and Mark Cannon. Michael
Smith's goa! 7:31 into overtimo won it
for the Ambassadors.

In the second game, it was tho USA
Team's turn, Joo Pomaranski got the
game-winner late in the sccond peri-
od, and goalie Steve Belanger made it
atand up in outdueling Compuware’s
Craig Kowalski. Ryan Lesancau
scored a powor-play goal for the
Ambansadors,

Tho deciding third gamn also went
into OT, and Luke Wright completed
his hattrick by getting the game-win-
ner at 17:26 of overtime. Ryan Con-
nelly also scored for the Ambassadors,
who scored three times in the final
period with Wright's second goal of
the game giving them'a 3-2 lead with
48 scconds left beforo USA tied it
with 30 seconda left.

Wright's performance earned him -

NAHL Player of the Week honoss. In
38 regular-scason games, he had aix
goals and aix assists and led the
league with 357 penalty minutes.

Defenseman honored

Andy Burnes, a defenseman for the
Compuwaro Ambassadors, was the

North team leader: Replacing state champion Brad Jaffe at No. 1 singles on the North Farmington

HTAFY PUOTOS BY BILARON LEMMIY

tennis team, senior Chris Erickson assumes the role of top player for the Raiders this year.

Defending champs expect
another successful season

@ North Farmington won't
give up its Western Lakes
and regional tennis titles

. Wf}x‘;ly Jhuuu- fﬁ“’ :ho team honored in

Burnes was named to tho first
tenm; he acored soven goals and had
22 nssists in 65 regular-scagon
games, The Ambassadora finished
first in the NAHL's Enstern Division,

Mercy wins golf match

Farmington Hills Mercy’s B squad
tied with Bloomficld Hilla Kingswood
in girls golf Monday, 181-181,

The filth scorers for each team also
tied, which failed to break the overall
stalemate,

Shawna Currio shot 46 for the Mar-
lins, Gretchen Andersen-Wotts 48,
Maureen McFawn and Erin Swikart
49 aplece.

0CC golfers place 3rd

The Gskland Community College
men's golf team shot a 324 to take
third place at the Henry Ford CC
Invitational at tho Dearborn Country
Club,

Frank Syron (Waterford) and
Devon Dobrin (White Loke) carded
rounds of 80, Joah Bauer (Waterford)
shot 81; John Nolan (Waterford)
rounded out the scoring with an 83,

Comerlca Impressions

Have you gone to a game at Comer-
icn Park yot? Tell us what you
thought of tho Tigers' new diga during
their first home stund, which rune

* through April 20.

Lot us know what you thought —
good or bad — and includo your
namo, nddress and an ovening telo-
phone number where you can be
reached. Either fox the information to
(734) 691-7279 or e-mail tho {nforma-
tion to pbeaudry@oe.homecomm.net.

Golden Gloves tickets

.. Tickots are on sale for tha Golden
Gloves National Championships, 7:30
p.m. Saturday’ May 6, at Joa Louls
Arena in Dotroit,

The event, sponsored by the U.8.
Army, foaturos five days of prelimi-
nary matches beginning Monday,
May 1, nt the Detroit Marriott. The
aingla-elimination tournament will
fentyre 360 amateurn fightera from 30

" regiona) tonms in 12 woight closscs.
The finals will be broadeast on Fox
Bports Net.,

Tickets can be purchased at JLA or
Fox Theatre box offices, along with all
Tickatriaster locations, Ticket prices
nre $10, $15, $35, 876 and $150.

For more information, call (313)

without a fight under new
L’ Mnrk [~ N 4,

BY DAN O'MEATA
BTAFP WRITER.
domeara®@oe.homecomm.net

* North Farmington enjoyed ita best
scason in school history last year, so
what can the Raiders do for an encore
this time around in boys tennis?

Well, how about more of the same?

Don't expect their performance level
to drop much despite the loss of some
key playera, according to new coach
Mark Shenton,

*Even though they graduated somo of
their big guns, the team is so deep we
can juat fill in and not miss o step,”
Shenton said. “I don’t sce why this
team can't bo another top contender in
tho state.” .

I he's right, look for the Raiders to
win thelr fourth consccutive Weatern
Lakes Activities Association and third
strnight regional titles, There seems
little doubt thoy will be contenders,

The 23-year-old Shenton, who gradu-
nted from Western Michigan Universi.
ty in December, roplaces Rick Jones,
who is now the principal at North.

He inherits o program that was
ranked No..l in tho stato and finished
second in the Division 2 state tourna-
ment last year,

While in college, Shenton coached
tennis ot Battle Creok Ponnficld High
Schoo} for three yoara and played at
WMU, A 1984 graducte of Trenton
High, he played No. 1 singles for the
Trojans. Ho's o substitute teacher in

Farmington's No. 1: With a year of varsity experience, 80 homore

Chad Moore takes over the first singles position for the Falcons.

Farmingtan and Trenton at present,

Senior. Chris Erickson movea up from
No. 2 singles to replace 1999 state
champion Brad Jaffe in the top spot.
Hoe was the WLAA and regional cham-
pian nnd a state quarterfinalist.

“He's just coming off shoulder trou-
b, 80 ho's starting to got back into it
with serving,” Shenton said.

“The firat part of the year he'll be
working into game shape. But I expect
big things from him aa the season pro-
gresscs, because he's just going to get
atronger.” :

Junior Joy Berman, who reached the
state semifinals nt No. 1 doubles nlong
with Mark Frankel, takea over at No, 2
singles, He and Frankel also were

Whalers take series lead
by beating Spitfires, 2-1

BY C.J. RISAK
-BTAYY WRITER
cirisak@oo,homecomm.net
Yap, back on track ~— but it was no
fast-paced vide for the Plymouth
Whalors in Wednesday's Ontario Hock.
oy Leaguo playoff game againat the
Windsor Spitfires, E
Once again, the Spita sloweu the
paco as much as possiblo in an attompt
to keop thn high-scoring Whaler offonse
from assorting itself. And the tactic
worked, limiting Plymouth to just two

goals.

But unlike Mondoy’s game (s 2-1
home-ice win for Windsor), tho Spit-
fires’ offenso waa unable tu crack the
Whaler defense, Tho result was a 2.1
trivumph for the Whalors, giving thom a
2-1"edgo in this best-of-soven OHL

Western Conferonce semifinal.

| HOCKEY

*“It was ugly, but we'll take it,” said
Whaler coach Pete DeBoer, “They wero
running Intorference and it alowed
things down, It was playoff hockey.”

The Whalera never trailed and,
despite tho tight acore, thoy were in
cantrol of the play -~ when they were
{1l strength. From the game's begin-
ning, it woa apparent the Spits were
going to try to push and intimidate the
Whalors, .

That, too, scemed to work. Plymouth
camo into the gnme with tho three top
point-producers in tha OHL playoffs:
Shaun Fisher nnd Stephon Welss
totaled 15 pointa and Justin Williama
had 14, with a loague-beat elght goals.

Ploasc soe WHALERS, C8

WLAA and regional champs.

“He definitely has the ability and the
talent to do very well there,” Shenton
snid.

Junior Chris Copeland, who played
four singles at Dearborn High and did
well in the state tournnment, ia the
naw player at No. 3 singlez In place of
Justin Street.

The Raiders also lost Brandon Finkel
to graduntion at No. 4 singles after a
nice poat-scason run in which he fin-
ished second in the state. Junior Steve
Jaffe, who ployed doubles lnst year,
steps into that position.

“He worked on his game a lot in the

Picoso Ao TENNIS, C2
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Farmington High continued its fast
atart in the 2000 baseball season Mon-
day behind the superb pitching of Inh
Pardonnet.

hitter us the unbeaten Falcons blanked
host Westland John Glenn, 6-0. He
struck out 10 and walked two ove?
seven innings. -

‘The victory improved Farmington's
overall record to 6-0; the Faleons are 1-
0 §n the Western Lakes Activitiea Assa.
ciation Lakes Division. ;

] BASEBALL

“{Pardonnet) mixed it up well; he had
all three pitches going,” Farmington
coach Pete Finn snid. “We know Glenn
could hit the ball, and lan did a nico
job of keeping it low, He's a smart
pitcher. -

“We nlso did a job good of shitting
down the running gnme. We threw out
two runners and kept them off bal-
ance.” -

Farmington junior Kyle Burcar had
two doubles and two RBI. Senior
James Clarahan went 2-for-2 with o
tripta and an RBI bunt singlo; he also
acored three runa, Junior Brad Barenie
had two hits, stole two bases and
scored two runs. - :

Jeff Mitchell was the losing pitcher,
giving up three runs over throe
innings. Glenn is 0-1 and 0-2. :

Hawks humble Mustangs
Pitching wnen't a concern for Farm-
ington Harrison in its season opener
Monday. .
Junior Tim Doig saw to that. Doig
-scattered five hits as the Hawks mer-
cled visiting Narthville in six innings,

2-2. -
“He struck out five and walked just
one, g0 I thought he did a real good job
for so enrly in the year,” Harrison
coach John Herrington said. *We were
going to lct him throw 85 pitches, and
he threw 77.°

The Hawks ended the game with an
eight-run sixth inning that gave them
the necessary 10-run differentinl to
invoke the mercy rule.

Doig, Lou Hadley, Marcus Mencotti
and Kent Taylor had two hits apiece in
the 11-hit Harrison attack. .

Jim Kny hit a two-run single; Doig
and Taylor also had two RBI, including
a run-scoring double ench. )

Harrison led 4-2 entering the sixth
inning when it scored eight runa with-
out giving up an out.

Vikings defeat Raiders

An inexperienced North Far
ballclub battled in ita season opener
Monday but fell two runs shy ngainst
Walled Lake Central, 6-4.

The visiting Vikings scored single
runs in the top of the fith and sixth
innings to break & 4-4 stalemate,

Central took n 4-1 lead with a fouf-
run fourth, but North ticd it with three
in the bottom of that inning. :

Joff Vieder hit o basca-londed triple
to keep the Raiders in the game. Paul
Kammer and Zach Leasway went 2-fore
4. Roas Patterson added a double and

Pleasa nee BASEBALL, C4

Playoff actlon: Eric Gooldy of the Whalers gets pushed into the
, Windsor net to the displeasure of the Spitfb'

- “
BrAr? PIHOTO Y PACL HLLKIDWAGE

res’.Craig Mahon,  :

The junior right-hander threw a one- .



