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Kids learn tricks of movie-making

By T BMrm
HTAFT WRITZR

not

scones, thanks to the wonders of
technology. lrthgroupl of four,

Tricks of the movie-making ’

trade were shared with studenta
during on all-day assembly
Wednoaday, March 29 at St,
Paul'a Lutheran School in Farm.
ington Hills.

*“Lighta, Camera, Actlon,” pre.
scnted by Nicole and Shane
Wright of Redford-based Mobile
Ed Productions Inc., cnabled
youngsters i grades K-8 to aam-
Ple overything from trick special
offects to Mlming n music video
and public sorvice announce-
monts,

“It's to sce how TV and the
computer make life so much
moro intoresting,” said St. Paul'a
kindergarten teacher Irene Sut-
ter. “It's to soa how you ean loarn
from it and understand TV. Look
at the al] the tricks you can do.”

Suttor’s class took part in the
firat of Wedneadoy’s four 46
minute assombiies, cach one
with different features and
twiats.

For the firat scaston, kinder-
gartnors and first graders
watched how their bodies could
be auperimposed over actual

d water skilng
linos and jumped up ond down,
pretonding to be battling the
‘wavces.

“You guys are Jucky b

W ‘Whenever you make
a movle, you draw pic-
tures first.’

Nicole Wright
—Mobile Ed Productions

you won't have to put bathing

suits on,” noted Nicole, who with
computer technicien Shane
takea the Mobile Ed nssemblics
to schools throughout tho Mid-

west,

Bofore tho first group waa dis-
missed, Nicole gova each student
a piece of paper with square
spaces, with a film-strip border,

“Whenever you make & movie,
you draw pictures firat,” she
said, handing out the papors.
“You can design your own
mavie.”

Flying high

During the second assembly,
sccond- and third-gradors wore
treated to more apecinl effects,
Youngsters wero shown upaide
down, or instantancously ewitch-
ing places with each other, Their
akin turned blue in what was
called “the Smurf effect.”

And, i{n another, sccond-grader
Daniclle Sheppard played a
Superwoman-like role, shown on

[ finally |

t Sk

video waving her arma and
appoaring to bo fiying through
tho air. But her classmates knew
that Daniolle really was laying
on her stomach, on a green box,
in front of a green screen.

That special effect is called
chroma key, where images from
two TV monitora effectively are
merged into ono scene. Nicole
Wright explained the process
this way: a color (in his canc
groon) ia solected to by erased
via computer from the back-
ground; whatever remains is
then superimposed over the
image on the other monitor,

Subscquent assomblics fen-
tured the filming of public scr-
vice announcements for the
Michigan Humane Socioty and
the videotaping of weather
reports and commercinls,

During the break between the
first two scssions, Nicolo talked
about the benefits of the pro.

Film-making
fun: Nicole
and Shane

d:
based Mobile
Ed

Productions
Inc. provided
an array of
cinematic
tricks.
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rosarzr

gram, put togother to help stu-
dents cxplore the latest techno-
logical breakthroughs.

“For the older kida, it's o
chance to start considering what
thoy want to be for the rest of
their lives,” sho said, “I know
when I was in eighth grade that
1 wanted to bo o theater techni.
cian,

“But we also puah the ides
that not everything you see on
the screen s real. Tho monsters
aren't real.”

That apparently is an eye-
opener for the younger audience
members.

“Some have asked what they
do with the dinosaurs in Jurassic
Park when the movic's over,”
Nicole explained.

“Lights, Camera, Action” also
was featured on Saturday,
March 25, at Nardin Park

Farmington Hills

:}oecial effects enable people to be su
ifferent scencs as shown on the

Church in Farmington Hills and  Elementary School in the Walled,
Friday, April 7, at Commerce Lake District.

Tricks: Students at St. Paul's Lut

heran School stand
in front %’ a greesi screen as Nicole Wright shows how -

erimposed over
monitor at right.

HOURS: MOX-TKUX 10 3, M.-8 .M.
TRI & SAT 10 AM,-6 P.AL, CLOSED SUNDAY
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JANE SUHAIL
Saturday, April15: 2:00 p.m.

Join Planterra Tropical Greene
houses, Inc’s Jane  Subail,
teachet of master gandening and
horticultarist, as she speaks on
fist aid for houseplants and
growing glorious orchids. Leam
how 10 diagnose various  ail-
memts  besetting  houseplants,
Then leam how 10 keep an or-
chid in bloont for as long as pose
sible. Free Admission.
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