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Challenger
drops out of
school race

BY TIM SMITH
AFP WRITKR
tamlth@oe.homecomm.net

Mark Morgenor thought “long and
hard® about running for the Farm:
ington Board of Education and even
filed a nominating potition.

But the Farmington Hills resident
ultimately decided against being a
candidate and dropped out before the
4 p.m. Thuraday denadline to withe
draw, Mergener's withdrawal means
incumbents Priacilla Brouillette and
Gary Sharp will run unconteated for
a pair of four-year terma. The elecs
tion is Monday, June 12,

Mergoner's letter of withdrawal to
Cheryl Cannon, assistant superin.
tendent for business and operations,
stated ho filed in the first pln:q
“beeause of my concorns over a m;
nd of luuu that need '.o bq

d rolating to
hlmtion conduct, and tho presenta.
tion of appropriate materials in th¢
clasaroom.

“Theso aro issucs requiring reapon.
sible and accountablo behavior, M;
candidacy would focus on the n
address theso issucs.”

But, Mergener'a lotter continued,
he ultimately decided that his viows
would be “decoived or diatorted as a
‘grandatanding’ atrategy for an agons
da that would serve one’s political
ambitions. I have no political agendn
and do not wish for my messagea to
be distorted or misconstrued for any-
thing other than what they are ...
genuine concerns for the safety, dig-
nity and prot dperity af our children.”

Asked Fridoy to olaborate on hia

om}gql}l_t'

Opening: Qzuzno s Subs,
325615 Northwestern
Highway, will celebrate
with a ribbon cutting cer-
emony at 10 a.m.
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Looking for a new job?
Find a great one that’s just
right for you in the
Employment Section of
today’s
HomeTown Classifieds
]
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Road rage

KAREN Hills fumes over =
AUSTIN t . b . l l i
oveeongs | T0OTOT carrier bill..
W The Farmington Hills City Council is o
CHILDHOOD putting pressure on state legislators for ml

ort of a bill that could cost thousands of
ars in fines that go to the city.

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFY WAITXR
JjhubredOoe.iomecomm.net

Farmington Hilla City Council members put tho screws to thmr
stato lawmakers Monday night, preasing them for support on a
legislative measure that could seriously impact the city’s mawr
carrier enforcemont program.

“One of our mudur concerna h that for the first time over, tho
stato of M has interfered with the local g 's bud=
5;;, said Ml;yl;r Nancy Bates. o

at's just entirely inapproprinte.”
)  the vasmt 2 ‘Onoe of our

s

. Austin said, “but she never -

Bates referred to the passage of o i
bill thet would ;e—u!l;mxw fines col-  major cosncernsis -
. lected from tickets issucd to com- !
HER STORY 1S OF mercinl vehicles within the city. that for the first N
HOPE AND HEAUNG Since 1996, all thoso dollars have time ever, the .
. gone to the city and have been used  gtate of Michigan
ASTOLD BY REPORTER to pay for a motor carrier enforce:  hag Intorfored
JON} HUBRED ment program and road improves
monts. with the lecal gov-
— Accarding :; Tori Arbenowske, ernment's bud-
ore than 35 years later, 1 think she know about the abuse,” Senate nn::l:n:u:;;ypmmd a b,“‘:,, get'
Karen Austin ltlll vividly | Austin said of her mather, ‘bnt she folt split funds 70/30 between cities and Nancy Bates
remembers do she had to stay married to h libraries, Even though the city —_ uyor

The smell of rubblng
aleohol. Tho clank of the implements her
father gnthered in the bedroom.

his advances.

The way ;
the bushes snagged at her clothing as she
ran through the woods, trying to escape !

Austin found a way to cops with the ‘

painful memories of childhood abuse in a
Journal, # after sho entered tharapy
at nge'34. A'few yoars later, she turned
her jowrnal inta n docu-nr.wnl called "Bl{nd
Truat; A child

‘wanted” !o wrlla’if Bécatiso T'had n
protty clear memory of what weat on,”
Austin said during an interview at her
Farmington Hills npartment. "I wanted to
write it from a. child’s point of view
bau:‘\;n.e they havo o skewed view of the
‘worl

{
i
|

Both her parents wnrked but never
scemed ta havo enough mouay to properly
feed and clothe their children. Still, to the
outaide worl2, her father scemed a cbnrm-
ing man, dovoted to his only daughter,
and her mother eppeared to care for her
children, always kocping them close by,

Their family secrets remained behind
cloged doors. Some family members knew
nothing of the abuse until Austin’s book
was published,

“On the surface, to socioty, it dldntlo_o'l;

“like i dysfunctional nome ™ Avstin said

was the good kid in the funuly w [ was
afrald to be anything olae.”

Keeping a secret

The only person who may have suspect-
ed abuse wos the doctor who repaired the
Austin’s father did.

Medical reports

While her first recollectiona
begin at uround ago 9, medical
roports Austin has seen indi-
cate she may have been
abused ‘oven as an infant. £he
describaa her father as charm-
ing and very god locking, but -
severoly alcoholie, He died at
age 48 from cirrhosis of the

ver.

*My mother was' over-zeal-
ous in her religious bellofs,”

ks’
Blind Trust

o chibi) fgacy,

"deseribes hor mother’s rage at

Py

would get the lion'a share, the situa.
tion is complicated because
incrensed enforcement has appar-
ently led to a decrease in violations,

Hills officials initially spent $150,000 to equip a special
enforcement vehicle and train on officer, with the goal of making
roads more safe and improving road conditions. Without ade-

It'sagofor -
area merchants

Every 80 often, scar tisaue BY ‘T Surmt :

bulldz up in her urethra - a ?ﬂhm‘nmmuu R

condition that etill requires

trontment today - and D Far h carlier this month dmdcd

bo stretched. uniting with Lhe chamber of commerce would be the best way to
In: her book, Austin mako sure their needs are being sufficiently addressed.

The merthunta. who in Fchruury re-formed the Downtown

accidents. Thll time, her
mothar wasn't concorned
about the mess. She had one

saw tho love of God.”

‘Instead, Auatin and her three brothore
wore raised with the wrath of God, ns
their mother adhered strictly to the belief
that the father was the head of the house-
hold and, therefore, was not to bé ques-

thing on her mind:

“You'vo got some explaining to do, The
doctor said you've boen aticking things up
youraelf and causing damage to your
inaides. Now [ want to know what you'vo

a doctor's about Farmi to have a voice in pertinent
the cause of Karen's jllnessea, issues such as the Fnrmmgtun Area I-‘nmlly Fest, nvnrwhclmmg-
Becauae urination was 20 Iy ngn:cd to become o said

painful, sho fI 1y had Deb Watson, owner of Deb’s Crafts,

That prcpc:ul was made by Cnrlcixh Fluhurty. president of lhu
Hills Ch of C , who met
wnth merchants on March 29 at Fun with Plaster to exp]am tha
pros and cons of being a sub-committee. After several days ‘qf
mulling the proposal over, they decided becoming part or tha
chamber wauld be better than ing aa an ind;
entity.
“I think it's a very good move,” Watson said. “... Our main goal
is to promote downtown and that's what most of the Lusinesscs

tioned or ;hul.lenxod

m Ploase sco LEGACY, AB

Plcaso sce MERCHANTS, A5

Area artists strut their
works at annual fest

BY TRACEY BIRKKNHAUER

STAFY WRITER

Only onca a year do s0o many Farm-
ington-area artiata got to showcase
their talents in one place.

From April 30 to May 7 tha fifth
annual Fostival of the Arta will draw
thousands of art enthusinata to enjoy a
variety of paintings, music and chil
dren's activitiea, all ot the William
Costick Activitios Gentor.

*This ovent i» important hecauso it
gives everyane a chancoe to sec what we
have available culturally in Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills,* said Ellen
Kondall, chairwoman of the Farming-
ton Community Arts Council, the
group sponsoring the event. “There are
n‘surprlslng varioty of thinga avail-
able.”

Last yoar Kendall romembers a poem
about a painting, accompanied by
music,

*Thia s tho ouq placo where thoy can
mix mediuma like that,” Kendall said.

‘When you enter tha Costick Aetivi-
tiea Contor, Kendall aaid tho first thing
you will nutico in tho bcuul!f\ll art, s

community tool to showcaso its many

Festival of the Arts
2000

Y
ARTS COUNCH, |PBOGKAM
that hits you as ynu walk in the door,”
sho said.

The unique aspect of this cvent is
that it features many arts groups in
the area that normally don't interfhee.

*Thore will be a wholo community
worth of art in one apot,” said Nancy
Coumoundoures, the Farmington Hills
cultural arta coordinator. “To have thiz
calibor of art pmnmnd in this small
aroa ia phonomenal.”

The festival is never the samo from
year to year.

*“As interest in the arts grows in the
community, this festival gaina more
:‘nd move lmportnncn.

Move: Work
on the emp
Farmer Jac )
store contin-
ues that will
allow
Damman
Hardware to
move a few
doors over,
while a new
store will
take the
hardware's
place.

Dollar Castle to take
over Damman’s space

By T SMITH
BT,

AFF
tamjthOoe.homocomm.net

the dollar stare” is ready to step in
an soon a8 Damman relocntes to
another spot in the Downtown

ar gton Center. D is
expeeted to, in June, take over the
20,000 nqunre~fool space formorly
occupicd by Farmer Jack. As scon
as the current Dammuan store

The Dollar Castle intends to treat
Farmington customers liko roynlty
after moving later this year into the
mtail space soon to be vacated by

d sald, *It's an

in moye than
“You'll just bu impmued with the art.

makes the very short move, Denhn

T Pleasc seo DORLAR, A8

Owner Eddic Denhn last week
announced that his “supermarket of

Home Delivery: 734:5



