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- School within a school

Kp({s start hz,gh school on the right foot

E.!‘rvh_”l"mw,mmg urnm nppnrnntly is making
{ad . o atrides, althcugh Farmington

’ High S
Ninth grode was never like
I b i

A cluster of 66 Farmington
Hjgh School freshmen are .in
whiat almost is a “school-within-
a-school.” They attond the samo
chasaea together and even take
figld tripa to Mackinae Island,
which they are ach:duIEd to do
May 10-21.

d¥'s. catled the Fronhman

performance.

School Principal John Bar.
rott said it ia too early to detor-
. minae fust how much of an impact
it in making on actual clussroom

The academy waa croated, in
part; as the answor to rosearch
{dono-locally by independent
evaluator Susan Wentz) thot
high achool freshmen have a dif-
ficult timo making the transfer
to'ninth grade. The ncndnmy
also is onc of the recommenda-’

tions of a district transitions

ndnmy. and the first-year pro-
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I someone you love I In rieed of extra Iovlng
«care, but not a nursing home, that's when you

& should consider the comfort of assisted-living
“at the Farmington Hills Inn.

The Parmlngton Hill lnn offers Asslstcd
Living Accommodations as well as a 24 bed
Alzheimer'syDementia unit in our spacious

- and moderately priced, single level structure.

. A full and active lifes Ie awalts someone you love
. at the Farmington Hills Inn.

. Built to Federal Life Safety Code Specifications

. e Licensed and inspected by the State of MI
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committee, of which Barrott ig o
member. :
Other major transition-easing

endeavors so far have included o -

“moving-up day” and a get-
acquainted picnic in Iato Auguat.

“Wa don't have all the statis-
tica in,” Barrett said this wook.
“Right now, there is an indica.
tion that the academy is making
some difforence.”

According to Barrott, there fs a
basic reason for such transition-
al activities, "Middle schools are
difforent than high schools. High
schools are a lot more complicat-
ed. We find kids are struggling
that first year.”

A.Ilhouuh Bnmtt dnd not have
data itis ght that

went on fleld trips and do stuff

together that's fun®

Of course, having o good time
lsn't the main purpose of the
academy, The neademy, mado up

of randomly chozen students of -

all academic lovels, i3 a self-con-
toined transformation unit of
sorts, taking insecure, approhen-
sive eighth graders and ylolding
confident young adults ready to
becomo top achievers and lead-
ora in the high school setting.
Compriaing the academy's
instructional ataff are teachers
Katy Lloyd (civics and eoco-
nomics), Jennifor Qoshorn

- (English), Kelly Boyd (health)}

l\nd Mnry Sholtrown (physical
). The quartet ments

hetter grados and a roduced
drop-out rate are two major rea-
sons freahmen are being ensed
inta the high schoo! setting.

If student happiness is the
gnuge to determine whether the
Freuhman Academy is uucc:cd-

woekly to plan future Jessons
tnvolving tho 86 freshmen, and
to compare notes on various
kids, whether or not they are
-truggling in ono area or anoth-

For required classes, nmdenu
in the d attend

B‘[A.;IPMD ¥ BaL Brruza
Frosh start: Farmington High School teachers (from
left) Katy Lloyd, Jennifer Goshorn, Kelly Boyd and

Mary Sheltrown plan upcoming lessons and activities

for the Freshman Academy.
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lopo,” said Lloyd, k

N .

'ing that she would like to sco
even more participation among
those studenta that both teach-
ors ond parents concur might
have more difficulty moving over
to the high school, “There's o lot
more we can do with this.”

Expanding the program is one
possibility, But, the toachers
said, udditional planning time
duljgnnud specifically for the

idor ponitive feedb
from ninth graders such as Eric
Gau. He sald the sot-up has
holped him with his grades,
which “were a lot lower at the
beginning of the year, and now
I'm getting oll As and Ba,”

But improved grades have just
as much to do with being com-
fortable in the high school envie
ronment and meeting poople
than hitting tho books harder,

Transformations

“When I came into ninth grade
it was hard to know anybody
excopt for the kids from last
year,” Eric snid. “And I met a lot
of people through this ... We

taught by Lloyd, Goshorn, Boyd
and Sheltrown, But, noted Bar.
rett, they also attend “outaide”
classes involving other subjects.
As for as Eric is d, the

would need to bo built
into their schedules in order to
m:]xlmlzn the program’s poten-
ti.

'Wa ve seen auccnn (among

high school chose the right
toachars to launch the academy,
“good teachers that undorstood
how hard it (is) to moke the
transition.”

Trip talk

All are onthusiastic about !.hu
ucademy, which Barrett and the
teachers said they would like to
sece expanded in 2000-01.

“Now that we have our feot
planted, I'd like to push the
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” Boyd aaid,
“But for what wo would ulti-
mately like it to be, wo'd dofi-
nitaly need more plunnlng time.”

Sheltrown added that it would
bo a plus for teachers from other
academic Jnareas to bocome
involved in*an expanded vorsion
‘of tho academy.

“But studenta aren't the only
ones benofiting from the pro-

gram,

“I think tho academy is a won-
derful idea Goshorn safd. “Its &
wonderful woncept. We have a
ways to go, but I certainly think
wo'ro better off for having start-
ed this, What I learned from !.hia
is the value of

During a recent wookly plan-
ning acasion, the toachers dis-
cussed the need to inform stu.
dents and parents of what the
Mackinac Island trip is all about,
1t hardly will just be a recre-
ational pursuit:

To that end, thore probably
will be an infurmational mesting
for studenta on Tuesday, Mey 9,
during SMART time (Student
Managed Academic Resourca
Timo), with a parent session per-
haps later that day. .

“Tho purpose (of tho trip) ia to
explore the academic curriculum
in an outaide sctting,” Lloyd
said. “For physical education and
health, they will bike ride
around the island.”

Thoy'll also study what they
eat and what thoy do te burn off’
the calories.

For the economie strund of the
program, students will inveati-
gato Jocal tourism and even
interview the owners of island
shops. And they'll write their
observations down into a jour-
nal, for the English component.

When the kids come bnek. the

smong my peers.”
Keeping tabs

Gosghorn; Tor example, might

wd about the same stu-

talk to Llo;
dant; dotailing where progress is
or hm't being made, What's hap-
poning in one classroom might
impact the approach taken in

hers joked,
membera might want to find eut
where to sign up.

*I think the enes who ara not
in the academy are jenlous,”
Boyd said. “There's obviously
something positive coming out of
it because more kids want to be
part of it

12-Month CD

iWith a 24-Month Guarantee!

6.80"

$5,000 minimum CD deposit, plus savings or
checking account with $10,000 combined balance

- 6.65%

$5,000 minimum CD deposit, plus savings or
checking account with $2,500 combined balanee

e 1

~ 6.55%

$5,000 minimum CD deposit

" Lock in one of these great rates now for 12 months, If
you leave your finds on deposit at maturity, we'll roll aver
| your dcpom for another 12 months at the same great rate!
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