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Memorial

vents that many Americans would pre-
for to forgot. But when your child lost his
1ifo in that conflict, forgetting is hard to do.

Some, such s Helen Robertson and Roy
Willinms Sr., parents of the late 1867 Farm-
ington High grad Roy Kenneth Willinms Jr. —~
killed in action in 1989 - have no intention of
lotting their son, or othor parents’ sons, be for-
gotten in the dusty pages of history.

And rightly so. The war may have been
unpopular to many Americans, but the death
of so many sons and daughters should not be
forgotten, especially in a homotown.

And so it secems Kenny and other Vietnam
veterans will get some measuroe of recognition
in this yoar's Farmington Memorial Day cele-
bration.

Initially, Kenny’s mom was asked to wait
until next year — to give all attention this year
to tho 50th anniversary of the Korean War.
There's nothing wrong with that except that
including Vietnam on the acknowledgement
list does not in any way detract from Korean
War veterans. Sacrifico and heartache have
no boundaries, .

A regional representative for tho American
Legion has thankfully stepped in on behalf of
Vietnaw voterans.

Following tho Memarial Day parade, a Viet-

?o Viotnam war has long been on a list of .
©

ay

‘Honoring Vietnam vets is right to do

] RECOGNITION

nam veteran from Waterford will escort Helen

Robertson to a post-parade ceremony in which

she will place a wreath in Memorial Park.
The recognition — as small as it may bo —is

tdeserved and a long time in coming. And it in

no way dotracts from the efforts and sacrifices
by Korean War vets.

We hope that such a small elfort of recogni-
tion will gon long way in helping heal the
wounds that hava been left in the American
socioty by the Vietnam War and the contro-
versy that surrounded it. .

Helen Robertson's voice was loud and clear
in her attempt to get some form of recognition
for her son and ather Vietnam vets, somo of
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are to be shared: We welcome your ideas, that's why we offer this space for your

whom also want to forget. But r for Opini
their efforts and ifice are well-deserved
and tho ity should pay

‘Wo hope that the American Legion plan-
ners of next year’s Memorial Day parade will
honor Victnam vets in the samo mannor in
which they plan to honor Korean War vots
this year.

It's only right.

Parents have choice with video

xists for their children, Today kids aro
faced with adult topics, such as learning
about sexual harassment.
Two videos, one for first and second gradars
titled “What to Do,” and “When You Should Tell”
for fifth graders, have caused concern and con-

Fhu world most adults grew up in no longer
[

H The school board has offered the
hest of all worlds to parents, espe-
clally those who are concerned
about the subject matter of the
videos. .

troversy for parents and the Farmi Board
of Education.

‘The films are part of a bonrd of education-sup-
ported and state-mandated “Respecting Myself
and Others” health curriculum.

Tho schoo! board has offercd the best of all
worlds to parcnts, especially those who are con-
cerned about the subject mattor of tha videos,

First, tho board has allowed tho decision to
show the video to remain with the individual
achools, not the school board.

Second, parents, nonetheloss, still have an
opportunity to withdraw their children from sec-

Third, those parents who believe their children
should aco the videos may mako that choice.

The beat example is Hillsido Elomentary
where Principal Janice Colliton decided agoinst
the fifth grade video because of parontal con-

grade video, as approved by parents.
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Better for it

is ia my family’s second achool year here at
Farmington, Wo have children in the fifth
grade, third grade and kindergarten. All of their
teachers have been excellent. Wo moved to this
aroa because of the reputation of the Farmington
School District and, specifically, Flanders Ele-
mentary School. Our children have greatly bene-
fited from the love, care and instruction they
have received at Flenders.

T want to publicly praise the entire staff for all
thoy do, We nppreciate Flanders’ emphasis in
reading, the high standard for children to pro-
duce quality work, and their ability to incorpo-

H hi hods to ol

rate
varied learning styles,

This staff is professional and experienced. Qur
family thinks thoe staff is doing o great job and so
do many other people. Keep up the good work.
Our children aro better for it.

Michacl Mansfield
Farmington

(] P to get involved with
their childron's ed: ion, par ly on theso
touchy subjecta. Parenta should view tho videos
befure thoy make a cholce to allow their children
to see the videos, or not to see the vidcos.

The achool board has made the wisest choice it
can. It offers parents and schools a choice - both
to keep your children away from the videos or to
allow your children to view them,

It is ~ scnsitive and sensible choice, To do oth-
erwise would put the school board in tho busi-
ness of, 88 membeor Gary Sharp said, “banning
boaks, banning choice.”

Bill protects trucking induétry |

- o struggle between tho state legislature
and local governments continues with

H In additlon, revenue generated
by truck code enforcement would

Profound effect

8 a community, we must do something
bout the tragic death of Daniel Lee, who
was a sophomore at Harrison High School.
Our son was a classmate of Danicl’s and this
terrible accident has had a profound effect on
everyono at Harrison High School and East
Middle School.

1 think there aro measuzes that can be
taken to prevent future accidents. As we all
know, the traffic on 12 Mile between Orchard
Lako and Middlebelt ia dangerous. The cars
and trucka travel too faat, and I know by expe-
rience that it is difficult to turn right into Har-
rison High School, and almost impossible to
turn left into the achool, Posted speed limita
must be enforced and a green arrow at the
light should be installed, so turns can be com-

The school district should also reinstate bus
sarvice to'our children. The present policy

to be bused only if they live

i Sonato pussago of o s bil packego on | bo split with 70 percent going to Lkt chontd
The bills wero passed unanimously, 360, | 1ocal units of government and 30 i
on April 6 and ropresent a compromise percent to librarles.
b a for more ictive House S allows child

and the position of most local officials,

Undor current law, local police enforce
motor carrier codes on local roads. Local gov-
ernments collect 100 percent of rovenue from
finca lovied. ‘o

truck code enforcoment 4will effectively reduce
needed enforcement against trucks that aro
overwoight, causing damage to roadways, or

The trucking industry has long complained
that local enforcement has been overzealous
and that thoy have been subjected to being
ticketed several times on the samo day in dift
ferent jurisdictions, .

The new bills would limit the number of
tickota that can be written by local police for
minor truck codo violations, Officers would ~

as speeding or ignoring a signal. But only one
truck code ticket could be issued in a 24-hour-
period. . L .
In addition, revenue generated by truck
code enforcement would be split with 70 per-
cent going to local units of government and 80
percent to libraries, ' .

Under the state eanatuuﬁbn, libraries

e, PRI

1994, g were d |
izod and mado clvil fines with revenuo going -
to local unita of government to pay tha cost of

roceived any revonue an truck code viol

have d saflety deficl such aa
bad brakes. ‘

Tho Senato bills correct the more aggres-
sive House measures, The compromiso allows
regular polico officers ta atop trucks for viola-
tions, whilo the House bill apecified only
moter carrier officors could make stops; tho
Sonate bill retains 70 percent of the fees to
1ocal govbrnment, while the House gave the
feea to libraries, courts and road improve-
menta, L. .
The trucking induetry has made a good case

'{ about the unfair and inconsistent enforcemont

of the truck code and thosoe parts of the bill
that correct thoso probloms are worthwhile,
The Senate bill ropresents n useful compro:
mise b the all or ing approach of
the.House and the “don't chango anything”
desire of local govornmenta: But still we quea-
tion the necessity for such sweeping legisla-

tion to protect the tricking industry, especial-

ly since wo have inveatéd so much money in

|| road

The current rash of state législation to lih‘z{ﬁ

that local gov

ness interests. . o
. Local government and police officials arguo

' We find ourselveo agreeing with Farming-

.ton City Manager Frank Lauhoffthatitls -
{ “sad if we have the Legislature wanting to
adjust traffic laws to make it casior (for truck- .
‘| ing cownpanies asid others) ta viclate the law

at tho public's exponse” . .-

moro than 1.6 miles. It doesn't matter if there
are no sldowalks, or if thoy have to cross busy
streots or dangerous intersections.

As n result of this policy, many parents and
siblings drive the students to school. That is
why thero is so much traffic and congestion at
the schools, and on top of that, the high school
and middlo achoo! have the same starting
time, which adds to the confusion, Everyono i3
in a hurry to get averyono to school on time,
and also to get to work. Bus service could
climinate or ot least reduca traffic and solve
tho dilemma for many parents who havo to got
two childron to two different schools at the

same time,

8o, 1 encourago our leaders to plenso
address these problems, so our children can be
safe whon going to school, My prayers and
thoughts are with the Lee family. Daniel was
an intelligent and gifted young man and his
death has been a great loss to all of ua,

‘Maureen Kuelo
Farmington Hills

Won't be pretty

&4 Cities. league wark to maintain home
rule” cought my eye laat weekend as 1
have been keeping a close cye on this iasue. 1
am somewhat disappointed in city officials
and the MML that thoy are exaggerating the
conaequences of this issue out of proportion.

All citizens deserve atability in both their
communitics and their businesses, and while I
support home rule on most issues, cities have
tried to legislato far too many things that go
beyond “hame rule.” It is time for the legisla-
ture, MML and local officials to stop the non-
scnse and sit down and discuss rationally
what are truly “home rule” issuca.

Clearly an employer’s pay scale and beno-
fita are not home rule issues, nor is talking on
a cell phone, yet these are the kinds of Isaues
we are trying to put into law, To further com-
plicate the issue local officials continually ask
to be *held harmless® every time on {ssue is
presented that may require belt tightening.
This ecema out of lino to me eince I cannot
recall any local unit actually cutting their
budget. They all say how they are balancing it
and how we operate at such low millage rates,
(not mentioning all the bond issuca we have
pasacd), but I don't-see efforts to strecamline
and actually cut cast. I will say that it could be
that I am not that close to the budgoet process,
however, usaally public officiala do like to
brag about such cuts,

Further, I hope voters will think hard and
long about a Super Majority for budget items
affecting local control, The conscquences may
juat be a Legislature unable to pasa any
spending bills. It takes bi-partisan support to
pass most bills up in the state House, and
most pasa with alim margins. The possibility
of getting a Super Majority is unrealistic. .

Sounds like this is going to be “the” isauo of
this olection cycle, and for tho voters it doean’t
appoar it's going to be pratty,

Linda Jolicoeur
Farmington Hills
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