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State ought to look at Ford Motor’s better Internet idea
o my way of thinking, the most

-i consequential thing that hap-

. poned in Michigan during the

20th century was Honry Ford’s real-

Jzation carly on that the gaina in pro-

ductivity arising from tho new assom-

bly lino techuology were ao great that

he could afford to pay hia workers the

todny’s buzz word, a small innovation
“got to scale” within 50 years.

Now fast forward to today, the first
year of the 21st century.

‘The information revolution now
taking place ls, if anything, even moro
profound than the application of

That’s why the docision Ford Motor
Co, took carlier this year to provide
home computers, software and Inter-
net accesa to all ita 360,000 employces
for $5 per month is a good candidato
for the most consequential thing that
has happened in Michigan so far in
itaa

tion in enlightened public policy. If
the state of Michigan can afford to -
give o $2,500 :cholarship to kids who -
pasa the MEAP teat, it can cortainly !
afford to subsidize a computer and
Internet accesa to every family in .
Michigan that signa up for training on

essombly line technology at the dawn  tho 218t century. Why? B A Iniversi ’
! "grrd :;:;"3;:"85 %‘" d“{ of tho 20th contury. Tho question is way to ovorcomo the digital divide by the n Victual L H
ired !‘:'f:l d 8 b Y A “"’d also fig- not whother this rovolution will affect ~ offering a way to got to scals in infor- Al the talk about a computerin
u . ; o well by I‘:l ng good. At $5 our economy nnd socicty ns profound-  mation technology. svery clasaroom missea the point.
a ay, hio was P“Y";g s workers ly 08 tho Industrin] Revolution did in First, 350,000 Ford omployees isa ~ What makes acceas to tho information
onough g0 w“’ °°“r lﬁ:ntuully the 18th and 16th centuriea. Plainly,  lot of people, many of them located revolution ubiquitous ~ just like TV
mmnz::f‘ng?o?d':reon? "::nﬁ':: were making a lot of monay, enough it will, Rather the issuc ia whother right hero in Michigan, Second, given  and tho telophone - is to get comput- |
practices tun:n od out to bop:n impor- for thom in timo to move up from tho gains in productivity and humnn the Nght labor muﬂws and how ers and Internet connoctions in overy :
fant siemont af his markoting strato-  WOTKIng clasa to middlo class, A prot- potential arising from ey “::r:Im“z ecrul!:ml.her home, where they becomo part of the

ty good definition of a middle class information technology will be °°“'

P standard experiense of ordinary fami-;

! . family at mid-century was ono that fined to o small elite at the top of the compnnico aro going to follow suit, 1y life rather than something
 The im;:ict of Ford's innovationon 00 3 41.oir own home. And begin- social and educational pyramid, Delta Airlines has already done so, abatractly available once the digital
wero drawn from all over the country ning in tho 1850a and continuing for a Somo worry that tho “digital and I wouldn't be surprised to sce divide is croased. :
Yo sock thia oxtraordinary woge, The  Sceade, Detroit bonated more owner- d:ﬂ:‘s' s;)!m:'rntmg '-Ihm t‘;l:\o nn;, tech- ;m‘.:] big empl]uye;tulud: as GM and :
occupied homes than any other big nalogically literate from those who nimlerChrysler following soon.
g::g: :{.‘ngl;%v’:: ﬁl r\‘vll';:::‘;mal?tﬁ:yd city in America, avo not could become as great a'chasm  So thero ia a pretty good chance %P h"{““ ower is d‘“""“l‘v":” ”:’T
production made Michigan tho “arso- So what started out ag a small but 98 tho gop soparating working clasa  that aubsidized access to L wn eiwork Inc.,

;-ml of democracy” and drow thou- profound change in rates of pay at folks from the middle class at the turn tochnology is golng to become a stan.  the company that owns this news| :

Ford Motor Co, wound up decades of tho contury. dnrd emplayne benefit for Michigan per. He welcomes your comments, :
g:::;? ffamilies, malnly from the Iater by changing fundamentally the Put eimply, the qi is wheth That's a good way for an cither by volce mail at (734) 953-2047..
" Moveover, theso warking familics _80cia] structure of Michigan. Using and how the inrurmmion rovolution  cntiro society to gt to acale, ext. 1880, or by e-mail at :
: ¢ can be brought quickly to scale. Bo now i3 tho time for an innova- ppower@homecomm.net :

Patlents first, bottom line second should be new health care mantra

ealth care reform has men, and a poverty rato twico B Health care l' ber of workers paying the prone, collecting premiums :
H never been a more as KI.‘OBI, unreimburaed health eommodlly nota Medicare portion of the income  from all but the very poorest nf

urgent concern for care costs take a bigger share tax, due to early rotiroment our citizena,
‘Americans than it is today, of older women's incomo, profit-driven 'f“ MAar  qd the declining birth rate, W d L Sl'
with the large out-of-pocicot almost one quarter, on aver- kot has demonstrated The imbalance, a ratioofonly oy © now spen tr:‘e:'l“dz .
connumor expanses, tho vast age. Women are Medicare's that It Is Incapable of two workers per Medicare riilion @ year on care, |

; much of it eaten up by expen- !

-numbcr of the uninsured (an most vulngrable population, enrollee, will prove deadly. .
‘estimated 44 million), and the providing quality care sive advertising, inflated
3 . Since the Balanced Budget  at a price Amerl: Suggestions for “fixing” laries, and other admini
hhigh cost to employers of price Americans
‘employees’ health insurance Act of 1997 made Medicare can afford Medl:am abound: increasing tive costa in the private imm-
omp s : f  HMOs availablo to Medi * co-paya and ance sector. Health care ia not |
‘premiums, In this clection . e o
K H recipients, millions of women dedu:ﬁh]eu‘ raising the ageof  a commedity, and the profit-
ﬁ::l’ g‘;m ‘:; is vo:&:: :‘:;1 VIRGINIA mcoii] have enrolled in such plans in all health during their poriods eligibility: increasing the Medi-  driven free market has demon-;
:can didates nlil’:;:‘. an effort to pare u\fl'of-pocket. of ™ u‘ po caro tax on wages: or, mast mnud that it is incapable of ©
B 45 to health care is womon. In every ago group, i:r:x;‘zca. Women in mansged unlikely that this effort of all, pr ng g quality care nt a
«  Accel vo groater access to ser- the program through a system pnce Americans can afford. It |
important for all Americans, women outnumber men, until, vices not covered in original between Medicaro and the pri- of vouchers cuphemistically {s time that we joined the rest .
:but it presenta epecial pmb-. at ago 85, there are twico as Medicare, including routine vate ingurance indqntry will be termed “premium eupports.” of the indunlnai:ud world and!
‘lems for older women, who many women 28 snen in the phyai:als: vision and hearing ablo to doliver quality care All theso changes would be offered our people the national,
‘have difficulty cbtaining health E:s::ia;u‘:m? L:i:gz n:m care, and generally, some pre- while containing costs. harmful to women and are universal health care pmgrnm
insurance in their own right. a ndgth oy have m:m: ch roni‘r;: ' scriplion coverage. Managed Medicare is solvent for the opposed by the Older Women's  that they need,
Hel}.lth[iurnimcl? clél l.h;_sl?m‘m- L y have m care plnn:hhnvrr Ix;tn molr; - {xmo;\t.&ut fam:hugadygb- League, :
try is closely linked to full-time fTecti an traditional fee- ems in the years ahead. By .
‘employment, with only n ﬁ&:ﬁ?ﬁ:&ﬁ?ﬁ: c]:.n"l'h o for-scrvice ones in coordinating  the year 2030, there will bo an Medicare has pmved its Virginia Nicoll is president -

mmunculo number of women in
‘the 5564 age group able to
'obu:ln it through thia channel,
:Not until they reach age 65, do

longer a woman lives, the more
likely she i to suffer from pro-
longed chronic illness. Nino in
10 women over age 65 report

hcalth services and in identify-
ing certain diseascs at earlier
stages when they are more
amenable to treatment.

cstimated 76 million people
enrolled in the program, more

than twice the current number.

Concurrent with the increase

worth and its efficiency. We
could *fix" it by extending the
coverage to the entire popula.
tion, spreading the risk across
young and old alike, the

of the Farmington Chapter of -
OWL, the Older Women's .
League. She lives in Farming
ton Hills with her husband of

‘the majority of older women on or more chronic conditions, Howover, Medica: in Medicare recipients, there " 59 years, Ron, a golf instructor.,
y re HMOs " M healthy, as well as the illncss-
hu::‘ w“&‘" "O';\cﬁ t:ihcnllh d and three out of four have two  suffer from ‘the same deficien- will be a decrease in the num- )
.zvm?n‘ly |?::¢g:y qu‘;li;;l;'g;-m or more chronic ailments, cies as do all managed care
:Social Security or thoy *buy in® Women pay more visits to "::::a h:lri‘fr\‘:mt‘iwn?:nup{p.c:}-
‘at a cost most can't afford, doctors, have moro procedures, 1o xl:el:nonz}l; ! and
Wlth the hugo gaps in Medi- spend more timo in hospitals, d P Ps,
nmculty in goining access to

‘eare coverage, women must
‘still purchaso supplemental or
‘Medigap insurance to cover
‘their most basic nceds.

+ Of the 34 million older Medi-
:care recipients, 20 million are

and take more preacription

pecialists, Research shows

drugs. B of their long

ty, they nced more long-term
care and more assistance with
activities of daily living. With
incomes only 56 percent that of

poorer outcomes for seriously
ill patients in managed care
than in fee-for-servico plans,
‘Women disenrolling from
HMOs report a decline in over-
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THE IRON HORSE OF OUR STABLE,

» 17hp Vanguard Briggs & Stratton® OHV engine
+ Pressure lubrication and spin-on oil filter

T

TORCY Baoriacsiay

810:731-7240

HOURS; Mondny & Thurs

Best Selection

Aoy 8:30-0:00 » T-W-F §:30-5:30 + Saturday 9:00-4:00

248-471-3050 |

horsepowar motors world.
Emorson has hunn mnking tho
bos! coiling fan motars for over

100 rsnrn and ate abla lo.offer
a Itolimo wumnw m nl Promier

: s

i|  The Toro" Wheel Horse® 17-4HXL Tractor o 10 otochon of calig fa
: With t front axle and powerful engine, this could be

' the I:sclalfl\;;o{:nclur you'll cvg:’ need, Test-drive one loday. Pﬂco

ELECTRICAL
. 3T4D0W. Seven Mda Road « Livonia, M1 48152+ (T34) 484-2211

: + Hydrostatic transmission | Whoad B
": ::Rccyclu' mowing deck standard When yeu want it dese Highth

! -WEINGARTZ-

: North America’s Largest Outdoor Powsr Equipment Dealer Lightlng Fistures, Lamps, Celling Fans, Mirrors, Are Work,

: Utica Sinco 1845 Farm ,ng'o n Hitls Clocks for Every Decor

: 46061 Van Dyke Best Price 39050 Grand River Bnns on. Tuse., Wed. BaL £:30.4:00
172 Mile North of M-59 Best Service East of Haggerty Thurs., Fri 9:30-4:00



