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Thrills and
chills mark
Opening Day

his new baseball stadium called

Comerica Park is going to take

somoe getting ueed to, But it
prohably would be unfair to give it the
thumbs up or thumba down based
solely on Opaning Day, whon there
were 80 many “kinks” in the place
that [ swear Ray and Dave Davies
were in the capacity crowd,

I intend to give it the benefit of the
doubt.

First ohaervations were that the
beautiful ballpark itsslf is everything
they said it would be, but with too
many long lines and too few musf
dispensers for those $2.76 hot dogs.

“ No vendors, sither.

Opesing Day turned out to merely
be an OK experieacs, one that didn't
quite match expectations that my
brother, Chris, and I had when we
planned to attend tho official April 11
unvoiling of the Detroit Tigers new
playpen. Driving down the Jeffries
Freeway from my brother’s Redford
Township home, wo were virtually
busting with anticipation.

So what if it was blu3tory and cold,
with temperatures in the 30s. This
was o historical event, the start of a
new chapter in the storied historv of
the Tigers. We weron’t going to let
some bad weather get in the way.

My brother and I loved Tiger Stadi-
um and hated to see the coxy confines
go. But, we grumbled, it is the 21st
Century and progress is progress,

Thae first order of business was to
find suitable parking. For 25 years, I
drove down to Tiger Stadium and
know all of the ins and outs of that
particular area, Certain parking luts
and travel routes were innate. 1t was
routine.

A discovery

With Comorica Park, however,
evorything obviously was going to be
a discovery. .

But on Opening Day, with the
whola state converging on Woodward
Ave., the thought of navigating
through gridlock and a maze of one-
way streets for parking spaces did not
seem enjoyable. Thankfully, we heard
a radio commercial for Trumbull
Parking, a lot just ncross Michigan
Ave. from the rusty old stadium that
marked the spot of Tiger bascball for
o century.

For $10, we parked and took a heat.
cd shuttle bus to a drop-off point at
Grand Circus Park. Instructions were
simple: Come back for tho return trip
anytime during the ballgame, the dri-
ver said. Fans staying until the end of
the game, however, wera told to bo
prepared to wait 46 minutes for the
bus to arrive.

Home on the range

On this wintery day, it waa doubtful
many would watch a full inning let
alono a full game.

At 10:45 a.m., just 16 minutes
beforo the gates opencd, thousands of
eager-eyed fans of all ages crowded
the main entrance, adorned by large
photographs of Hall of Famara Georgo
Kall and Ernie Harwell.

Onco inside, we took it all in. The
prairie-like field, the delicately
detailed statues of Al Kaline and

Greonberg, the so-called decade
bats, featuring old photos and replica
memorabilia such as an enlarged
1988 World Series ticket stub. And
hey, Steve Komp's picture adorned a
banner representing the 1970s, indi-
cating that true baseball fans will
enjoy this place as much as the
carousel-riding kiddies will.

:* Up, up and up we went to the upper
. level, with Section 339 our destina-
tion. On the way up the ramp, wo
caught a glimpee of the large kole in
the ground that eventually will
become Ford Field, Alsa within view
was Hockeytown Cafe and the Fox
Theatrs, two other good reasons to
- drive to downtown Detroit.
- Next stop, at about 11:30 a.m., was
. tho cuncession stand for a hot dog and
. s to drink. We waited in line
for about 15 minutes and finally made
it to the counter. Unfortunately, slow-

| Officials from Farming-

ton and Farmington Hills
athered at Glen Oaks last
ursday to honor a spe-
cial volunteer.
BY MARY RODRIQUE
STAYY WRITER

Phyllis Howard was honored as the
Voluntcer of the Year at the 33rd
) Annual Farming-
ton Areca Jeycoos
community leader-
ship prayor break-
fast Thuraday at
Glon Oanks in
Farmington Hills.

Tho longtime
Farmington Hills
residont was hon-
ored for her work aa director of tho
Farmington Early Childhood Centor
and Neighborhood House.

Rebeccn , & nurse with the Head
Start program and co-worker of
Howard, listed dozens of social pro-
grams the extraordinary volunteer has
initinted, expanded and supported ovor
tho years.

*In the four years I've worked with
her, sho has continually shown a great
passion for her work,” Gea said. "She
has a great compaasion for the econom-
jc and socially disadvontaged in the
community.”

Howard has alae worked with the
Farmington Goodfellowa, toiled as lial-
son wixth the Salvation Army and othe?

to oliminate duplication o

services, and with professionala in the
community to got free or discountad
health care services for her clientele.

“She has worked countless hours
with the Muscular Dystrophy Aasocia-
tion, Enster Scnls and is a supporter of
Animal Rescue,” Gee anid, *She ia o
creative, outstanding leader who shows
concern and compassion.”

Howard modestly nccepted the
Joyceos plaque from president Mika

arbone.

*“No volunteer works alone,” she
noted. *I want thank you. I am truly
grateful. And while I have your atten-
“tion, the Neighborhood House is in
need of more volunteers.”

Keynote speaker Dr. Audrey Bros.
nan, an adult religious education

leader at Our Lady of Sorvows Church
in Farmi w e audi to
“renlize life as you live every minute.
Find tho real purpose in life - reach
out and care enough to do something —
inatead of becoming engrossed in the
details of buay achedules. Take time
out to live life. Take a pause to cantem-
plate. Sce where you can be compas-
ajonate.”

Minister Jefl Slater from the Church
of Chriat made the invoeation prayer
and Rabbi Daniel Nevins of Adat
Shalom Synagogue gave a benediction.

Farmington Hills Mayor Nancy
Bates, James Mitchell, mayor pro tem
of Farmington, and stats Rap, Andrew
Raczkowski, R-Farmington, gave
Howard proclamations henoring her
volunteer work.
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- Congratulations: Phyllis Howard accepts kudos from State Rep.
Andrew Raczkowski as Mike Carbone, Farmington area Jaycees
president, looks on. At left, Howard's plaque and flowers.

Mercy students shop for community serviceﬁ

BY MARY RODRIQUE .
BTAFY WRITKR
mrodrique@oe.homocomm.net

To mark National Volunteer Week,
Mercy Righ School invited over 20
metro arca organizations to its Farm-
ington Hills campus last Tuesday to
offer opportunities to students seeking
community service.

*It’s a good time of year with

teer di and event i ation requir Many hairball
“It gives the girls ideas, especially the extra hours, Atchinson noted.
younger students.” Michele Akers, manager o'f public

and cats.” o1

It was the ninth annual

fair and many organizations had been
1o the school before, sha added.
Between 500 and 600 students visit.
ed the fair, which stretched along two
main corridars of ‘thc school. Mercy stu-

not far off,” said Pat Atchi

denta must at least 25 hours

volun-

of service as part of gradu-

p or the
of Science in Bloomfield Hills, enticed
tho students with an interesting little
jcebreaker placed on the table in front
of her: an owl pellet.

*It's bones and fur the owl regurgi-
tates from the menl it just ate,” she
told a group of three atudents. “It's like
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Volunteer falr: Georgia Neubrecht and Elizabeth LaForest, RSM of Peace Action of Michigan,

recruit Mercy volunteers,

Two of the girls actually knew what
it was. The third looked grossed out,
but all three took the time to hear
Akers talk about the volunteer oppot;
tunitics available at Cranbrook. -

“We nced help in the nature center,
with exhibit maintenance, doing cleri-
cal work in the office. And next week is
Eco Week and we need volunteers at
the muscum,” she said, handing out
pamphlets.

Hospice opportunities

Rek Lange, vol
tor for VNA Hospice in Oak Park;
noted that this year, eight University
of Detroit High seniors “did a beautiful
job working with us and we'd love to
expand that.”

Opportunities range from offering
respito care in the home, helping out in
the office, even setting up a memorial .
seyvice.

Joft Ferreri, representing the Lon-
gacre House community center in
Farmington Hills, was looking for stu-
dents to help with the summer camp
program.

“The eamp has reinvented itself this
year,” said Ferreri. “The focua is an cul-
ture, the arta and kids. And there are
pleaty of dilferent camps ~ fine arts,
commercial arts, performing arta and
variety arts like juggling, magic and
clowning.”

“We're aiming for broad exposure
and fun.”

Sophomores Rochelle Hughes and
Beth Rutkowski already have volun.
teer jobs = Rochelle at Huron Valley
Hospital and Beth at Our Lady of Vic-
tory School in Northvillo - but were an
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Commemorative flags available for sale now

ing the 50th i

niat aggression en the Korean p

Flags y of
the Karean War are now available for purchase
from the Farmi; Chamber of C Th
cost is $50.

Tho 3-foot by 5-foot colorful nylon flags nro a
aymbol of the unified effort of the U.S., the
Rupublic of Korea and our allies to stop Commu-

The words “Freedom is not Free™ were added by the veterans who, more than
anyone clse, know the great price of liberty.
The flag is in both English and Korean (Hangul) Innguages. In the center is the

“Taeguk” symbol from the South Korean flag, familinr to many as the symbol for
the philosophy of Yin and Yang. In Korean, known ns Eum and Yang, the symbol
stands for peace and harmony. South Korea lias ndopted this ns its official com-

.

flag.

la 5O yeara

ago, .
The 22 stars ropresent the 22 allied nations
that fought aide- by-side to save South Korea.

Friday, 9 o.m. to 5 p.m.

Moke checks puyable to the Farmington Memorial Day Parade Committee, The
Chamber of Commerce is at 33000 Thomas St., Suite 101. Hours are Monday to




