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7 In the end, the Ply
Wlulou prvvod too fast and wn
neop for the Windsor Spitfirea.
»# Tho Whalera clinched tho boat-
‘of-saven-games serics with a 4.1
:triumph Saturday in front of
‘2,109 fans at Compuware Arena.
‘it was tholr fourth win in five
games against the Spits and
‘their oighth in their lnst nine
layofl es,
E ;’){oymm now advances to the
Dnurio Hockey Loague Westorn
Conference finala against the
‘winner of the Erie/Sault Sto.
‘Marie sories; through Tuesday,
‘the serics wns evon at threo-
games nploco.
- Tho Whalers open tho confer-
onco finals at home at 7:30 p.m.
Baturday.
‘= Goals by Damian Surma and
‘Juatin Williams got the Whalera
started Saturday ngnlnlt Wind-
-#or, Surma scored his fifth play-
‘BIT goal 6:01 into the opening
‘period, with aasists going to
‘I‘omn: Kurka and Jarsd Now-

- lelhmu made it 2-0 ot 10:42
-vith his ninth goal of the play-
‘offa, nssisted by Newman and
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““3It was the logical move to
‘make. So tho Dotroit Rockers did
it, agreoing to play 16 of their 22
regular-season home indoor soc-
cor gamen noxt soason at Com-
puwaro Arena. The Rockers have
signed a three-year lease.
- *It's a good fit for us,” anid
.. ‘Rockora’ gencral managor and
~part-ownor Dave Woodrow. “I
-thmk it's golng to work out well.”
Mike Vellucci, building super-
‘viunr for Compuware Arena,
iagreed. “They went out to the
Palace (of Auburn Hills), and
:that was too big,” he sald. “This
iu a more intimate fnmlity for
-them, with 4,600 seats.”
It doea, mdeed seom the right
<plnm for soccer. Compuwnm sits
in the middle of the state's
:biggest seccer pocket, with Ply.
‘mou!h Canton, Livonia, Farm.
-ington, Northvlllo Novi and
* Brighton all within a 20-minute
.drive. In tho last decade, most of
.the atate's best prop soccer
;teams have come from these
arcna.
. The move began to take shape
when Miko Ilitch, owner of the
‘Dotroit Red Wings and Datroit
-Tigers, decided to aell the Rock-
‘ers last year. That forced the
+team to leave Cobo Arena for the
' Palace.
+. But that proved toc big a
-fnrum for this still-growing
~upurt *“Our product s bettor
. uulted to a smaller orena,” said
- Woodrow,
{* Enter Compuware, According
:to Woodrow, the Rockers’ owners
were npprunc.hed by three other
~arenna in the nrea, but sattled
- un Compuware.
¢ “There were two reasons,” ho
.lald. “The groater Canton-Ply-
.mouth-Livonia area is much
\more conducive to cur domo-
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from the OHL playofts
In: rvn gamea.

Libor Ustrnul. The Spita closed
the gap to a single gonl with a
power-play marker by Vince
Grant with 5:39 loft.

But that was all Windsor could
manage ogainst Plymouth and
gonlio Rob Zepp. The Whalers
had a commanding 38-21 ahot
advantage,

Randy Fitzgorald made it 3-1
with a power-plny goal — his
cighth of tho playoffs — acored
at 2:53 of the sccond period.
Shaun Fisher and Willioms
asaisted. Kurkn's empty net goal
with 1:14 left in the game fin<
ished the scoring.

Zepp atopped 20 of the 21
shots he faced. Mike Loighton
had 36 saves for Windsor.

Fitzgerald honored

Randy Fitzgerald, a left-
winger for the Plymouth
Whalers, was named OHL play-
er of the week for the period end-
ing April 18 after acoring four
goals in four games to help the
Whalers climinate the Windsor

Rockers to play games
at Compuware Arena

- graphics,”

Also, Compuware could guor-
anteo Friday-Saturday-Sunday
playing dates. The Rockers will
atill play six home games at the
Palace, -

The relocation haa cortainly
been grooted with enthusiosm,
According to Woodrow, scason
ticket sales have *“already
exceoded lust year.”

One good reason for that are
prices. “Tho overall tickot prices
will go down, from $16 to $14,%
said Woodrow, Other spocinl
events, like Sunday Brunch with

o ers — g package featur
ing a family brunch with the
team at Ginopolis (located in the
arena) with ticketa to the ensu.
ing game — aro in the works,

The Rockers will also continue
to do their camps in the area.
“They do z lot of their camps out
here already,” said Vellucei, *I
think it'l] bo a positive for the
community,

Aa for thc changes that need
boe made to handle tho now ten.
ant, Vollucei isn't overly con-
coerned. A wooden platform will
be pldaced over the ice surface
and a carpet will be laid on top of
that for the Rockers.

kers' team offices will
remain in Walled Lako and no
change in the team name ia fore-
seon, but team uniforms will be
updated.

“The Whalers get preference,
obviously,” Vellucei said. “But
with the dates, it should be no
problem.”

A faew arena sltorations are
necessary, he added. For era

games, nots that will extend into -

the stands must be placed
behind each gonl, The Whalers
scoreboard, which could present
an obstacle for Rockers’ goal
kicks, will remain as ia.

Tho owner of the Whalers,
Compuware Arcna and the
NHL's Nashvillo Predators is
Poter Knrmanoa,
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who stands 5-foot.
11 and wulnhl 174, has elght
goals and four aaaints (12 points)
in the playoffs, which ranks
oighth in OHL playolf acoring.
For the regular season, the team
coptain had 18 goals and 24
assiata (42 pointa),

Earlior Monday, Fitzgerald
was nemed the hardeat worker
and bhest defonsive forward in
tho OHL'’s Westorn Conforenco
in a coach's poll.

Ambassadors ousted

The Danville Winga defented
the defonding North American
Hockey Longue and national
champion Compuware Ambas-
sadors in two gamos in theie
best-of-threa NAHL aemifinal
series last weokond at Com-
puware Arena.

Danville won both games by 2

3-2 score. On Friday, Dan Knapp
scored twice for the Ambas-
sadors in the third period to give
them a 2.1 lead, but the Wings
came back with two goals of
their own, including the game-
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winner with 3:27 romaining from
Adam Wallace, his second of the
contest.

On Saturday, Ambrose Tappe
acored the game-winner 10:58
into overtimo to clinch tho sories

triumph for the Wings. Com-
puware, winner of tho last two
NAHL titles, haod a 2.0 load in
the first perfod on goals by Josh
Griffith and Alex Sawruk.
Danville trimmed it to ono on

Whalers advance tb Western Conference finals

a ﬂrltxarlod goal by Shane
Saum, then tied it enrly ln tho
third period on o goal by

Grant. Craig Kowalski hud 70
savan in goal in his last two
gamu for the Ambassadors.
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TII'ECI of Waiting?

FOI' COOllllg & Heutl IIQ SEWICG. Call ¢hie Rheem Team®, Your
time Is Important to us, We arrive O time. And do the job right at a falr price. Our customers know
they €an trust us, That's why they recommend s, Call the Rheem Team for the best {n customer care from

D vt imprn. B Promise.

United Temperature
Heating & Air Conditioning

734-525-1930

“'5: Side / Sauthern Qukland County
www.unitedtemp

.rheemteam.net

for four hours only!
saturday, april 22, 6:00 to 10:00 am

continental breakfast * $500 shopping spree  door prizes every hour
fickets are $5, available at all parisian locations and through these organizations.

proceeds benefit these non-profit organizalions.mmmc,.m,.u.m‘.‘zm

Our Lady of Victory Northville
Northville Christian School
St. Paul’s
Rose of Sharon
Prayer Chapel
St. Thomas Church
Hahitat for Humanity
Zonta Club of Novi

Bomy,

and other non-profit organizations

- CALL 1-500-434-3108 TO OWDEN AXYTINE. STORME HOURS: Laurel Park Place cpen Sun. 12-8, Mon.-Sat. 109,
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