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Imagine it: A drunken prieat
stumbles into an Irish pub,
slumps onto a stool and recounts
a journey that begins with his
aixth-grado buddies and enda
with the love of his life falling for
his best friend, o Rabbi.

While it sounds like the
promiae of a joko, no ono has
heard this one before. Touch-
stono Plctures nnd Spyglass
Entertainment's “Keeping Tho
Faith” spins an unusual love tri-
angle in modern day Manhattan.
In the directoria} debut of
Edward Norton (“American His-
tory X" and “Fight Club”), the

romnntic comedy follows three
childhood frienda - Jake, Brian
and Anna - from their carefreo
days on the basketball courts to
carcors inside a Roman Catholic
Church, a Jowish an

spins an unusual love
triangle in modern dsy
. Manhattan.

u boardroom, . R

When 12-year-old Anna must
move with her family to Califor-
nig, the three musketoers are
aplit apart. Yoara later, n sasay
and rofined Anna returns to tho
city on busincss, and manages to
charm both of her friends. Cno
look at Anna Riloy — portrayed
by tho always perky Jenna Elf-
man (“Dharma and Greg”) - and
Rabbi Jake Schram (Ben Stiller)
and Father Brian Finn (Norton)
both fall for her.

Sot againat a backdrop awash

with the vibrant lights of the
Manh Anast

yscapo,
Michos, dircctor of photography,
creates 8 place that — while it ia
80 vast — scems only to revolve
around the world of tho threo
main characters, Yet the story,
written by Stuart Blumborg,
traces a congruous subtext of
interperaonal roletjonships
between a mother and her son,
among two religious congroga-
tions, and throughout common

porceptiona of faith, .

Dealing with eerious {ssuss of
fricndship, trust, faith and love,
*Keeping The Faith" could've
beon a weighty film. But Norton
and Blumberg kept the laughs
coming with a blend of phyaical
comedy, memorable charactors
and unexpected plot twiats,

It's cany to feel for characters
like handsome, chariamatic
Rabbi Jake and Father Brian,
whoso boyish charm and seasi-
tivity appoala to evoryone. Stiller
(“Thore's Somothing About
Mary”) scoms made for comedic
roles, and runs with thia oppor-
tunity to sHow off na the confi-
dent rabbi. In his duel role, Nor-
ton provos himaelf worthy aa a
director with o viaion that
helped bring the film to life, and

Falthtully frlends: From left, Ben Stiller, Jenna Elfman
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and Edward Norton star in "Keeping The Faith.” a film
that tests the boundaries of friendship and religion.

Ho doesn't take the nows light-
ly: *Talk about a bad case of tho
third wheel,” says Brian to Anna.
“I feel like I'm on some Acron
Spelling show — Melrose Priest.”

What hoppens will restore
averyone’s faith in love nnd life.

“Keeping the Faith” also intro-
duces amusing -secondary char-
acters, including Ken Leung, as
Don the karacke salesman.

Hoping into a scene singing to
Rick Springficld's hit about jeal-
ousy, “Jesse’s Girl,” Don carns
more than a few giggles. Brian

George portrays the Indian bar-
tender that Brian confesses hia
strange tale to, with a steady
atream of goed-natured humor.
Simple sight gags showing
Father Brian setting himaelf on
firo with incense lighten the
drama.

In the tradition of must-see
modern romance classics, like
“Sleepless In Scattle,” “Keeping
Tha Faith” delights viewers with
a renlistic, open-minded, open-
hearted look at a concept called
faith.

‘98 Days’ star Bullock tackles

addiction with laughter remedy

Laugh and cry: Sandra
Bullock stars in “28 Days,”
a Columbia-TriStar Pic-
tures release in metro area
theaters now.

not nbout to follow such rules as
cloaning her room, chanting ritu-
ols, and emotional therapy ses-
slons with an interesting mix of
pationts.
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. Life 1o great for Gwen until
she ruins her sistor Lily’s (Eliza-
beth Porkina) wedding and in a
drunken state wrecks the limou-
sine, Thia earns her a Driving
While Under the Influence of
Alcohol vl:l:ium;u u:d 28 days in
court-ordered rehab. .
" Not realizing that she'has a
problem, Gwen I shocked at the
tr she rocel Sho is

ve

donies she has a problem, and
rofuses to conform. Then she

-meets Counsclor Corncll (Stove

Buacemi known for “Reservoir
Dogs” and “Fargo™. Cornell, hav-
ing had addiction problema in
tho past, forces Gwen to tako a
.hard look at who she really is,

The cynicism fados as Gwen
looks at her fellow rohab
pationta and starts to realize she
is not alone, But tho final straw
occurs when she falls out of her
window nnd injures her leg while
trying to get the pain pills she
threw away.

As Gwon acknowledgea hor
addiction, she finde horself
struggling with the past and a
mother who drank horsolf to
death, Gwen realizes that she is

afraid of ending up like her
mother. Never one to ask for
help, she finally calls upon her
sister.

Bullock is the perfect person to
play Gwen. She has thot girl
next-door image, which goes to
show that no matter how nice or
sweet & person is they can
become an addict. Bullock also
has the star power to draw peo-
ple into tho theater to soe a
movie they might not normally
Bea.

Mortensen and West portrayed
the two men in Gwen's lifo,
Mortensen docs a fine job as
Eddie Boone, the star athlete.
addicted to sex. He is able to act
as a jork, yet shows us hia sensi-
tive side. West's portrayal of
Jasper shows he can o ba
boy, yot he ia charming and sexy
enough to be a likable nddition
tothiscast, -

But it is Gerhardt, the German
strippor with a cocaine addie-
tion, who ateals the show. Alan
Tudyk of the film “Wonder Boys,*
portrays Gerhardt and provides
comie relief at juat the right
times,

Azura Skye, Michael O'Malley
and Marianne Jean-Baptiste
round out tho cast, These actors
provide great porformances and
give a wider view of the world of
rehabilitation.

Addictlon is a very sorious
matter and con bo very depress.
ing to watch, But *28 Days"
takes o look this heavy situntion.
with comedy. It docs a nice job of
oxploring the “gaod” daya and:
the *bad® in & rohab center and:
how it can repair your life, :

Sure you can always “Just Say
No,” but for those who don't real-
{zo there is o problem, it's reas-
suring to know help is out there,

Carrie Cooper is a contributor
to Observer and Eccentric News- ;
popers and a Troy resident.



