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Thoro's some-
thing to be said
for , word-of-
mouth.

I firat heard
about the 8an
Francisco-based
quintet Train
from a friend of
a friend, who

BTEPHAN!
;A CASOLA happons to be a

¥ atrawborry

farmor living somowhore in
Florida. *If & band called Train
over comes here, you gotta ace
om,” he said to mo in a amoky
Ferndale club more than a year
ago. For some reason, the conver-
sation stuck {n my mind.

That's basically how the
Southern folk-rock band has
rison from status as San Fran.
cisco Bay-area darlings to regu.
lar radio rotation. Together
since 1994, vocalist Patrick Mon-
ahan, guitarists Jimmy Stafford
and Rob Hotchkiss, bassist Char-
lie Colin and drummer Scott
Underwoed have done it grass
roots style, touring incessantly.
Train didn't want to bo a onc-hit-
wonder. Though the second sin-
gle off tholr self-titlod 1998
debut, *Mect Virginia,” has since
catapulted the band to platinum
status, the musicians nover
intended to be the “Meet Vir.
ginla" band.

But hey, I'm just going by what
Jimmy Stafford told me when he
called April 11, over a weck into
tho headlining tour sct to stop in
Dotroit Thuraday, April 27. *We
just pulled up to the venue in a
van,” said Stafford, calling from
what sounded like a tempera-

M ‘They are really dedicated. | have a lot of

_respoct for them.'

- Chris Johnston
19 Wheels

Bay area, it took constant work
to spread the word. High profilo
tours with tho likes of Counti

at a time. *I think {t's working,”
said Stafford. “Our fans are the

Crows, Dave Matthews Band,
Hootie and Tho Blowfish and
Ben Folds Five helped. But Fern-
daolo veaident and 18 Wheels
frontman Chris Johnaton
romembera the very first time
Train went on the road, *We
went on the road with thom,”
said Johuaton, calling from
Boston, while 19 Wheels was on
tour. “We had a record on Aware
the same time they did, Thoy
had a deal that took them to
Columbia (Records)."Johnaton

said not only is he a fan of

Train's music, “they'ro a good
bunch of guys.” The last time
Train made it to the metro area,
they performed at Ferndale's
Magic Bag and hug s chance to

g Wo get hundreda of fan
lcttera a day. We're not a band
that's going to go away tomor-
row”

Johnston said ho's happy to
soe Train succeed. *I know
they'va dona it the hard way,” he
said, predicting the band will
have a long carcer. “The songa
have done woll. It's really the
amount of touring. If you watch
tho charta, thoy've never roally
been in top 1D record sales.
They've just had steady, steady
sales.

“They are really dedicated. I
have o Jot of respect for them,”

Chugging along non-stop since
January 1898 in support of the
Elb}m‘hnsn't been ensy. “In the

stop in at the W d Avenuo
Brewery, which Johnston owna
just n fow doora down from tho
club*Thoy have really good food
and stuff thero,” recsllc
Stafford of the brewery. He snid
he was looking forward to seeing
his 19 Wheels fricnds.

Now headed back to Michigan
as the final act to take the stage,
Stalford could hardly contain his
enthusiasm: “We're really excited
about this tour,” sajd Stafford.
“I¢’s the best-looking tour and
the best ding tour.”

mental cell phone h n
Sacramento, Calif, He was far
from the starting point of the
tour - Marquette, Mich,

*The Marquette show waa at a
college, in an aren we hadn't
played before. We flew up there,
A show like that is kind of out of
the way; it's a really good place
to start, to get over the first day
Jitters, Actually, it was one of the
best shows. The crowd was out.
standing.”

It wasn't always this way.

. Wlllllle Train won over o strong

g in its birth the

Stafford admitted that it still
took time for radio and MTV
audiences to eatch on to songs
li]k‘:;l-‘rec' and tho latest single,

“That waa partly intentional
and partly the way our single
was released. Our plan with
Columbia Records was to devel
op tho band slowly. We didn't
want to be an overnight, smash
hit. Those fans buy your records
up fast and forget about you."

So Train took the long track,

Lasten!P

Are you hip 1o the local scene,
into supporting Matro orea music?
Send us a photo of yoursell and a
(st of your top five CDs from focal
bands, complate with band names.
‘Then, Include your list of the top
five local bands to see tive In the
Motro aren, Tho Observer &
Eccentlc will publish entries In our
Entortainment section on
Thutsday, as spoce provides.

M SEND entrles with your full name
ond ¢ty of residence to:

36251 Schoolcraft
Livonis, MI 48160

W Or FAX to:

(734) 53172759

W Or £:MAIL to:
scasola@os.homecomm.net

building a core fan base one city

it was fin ing,ina
van playing in front of 30 people
every night. But it grew and we
felt it grow.”

The strength of Train's music
lies in the way it reaches people.
Stafford said one of his favorites,
the sentimental ballad “Blind,”
“somehow hits a apot” “I Am' is
another song that really touches
a nerve,” he added. *It's o goose-
bumps song.” Train is currently
working on o video for “I Am.”

The focus now turns to a fol-
low-up album. “We recorded a
new record on our time off,” said
StafTord, “It's exciting to have
new songa. Every night thero's
more energy for the show. It's a
reolly diverse record, a littlo bit
of something for cverybody.
We're pretty much playing the
uptempo, exciting stuff off the
new record. It's a hint of what's
to come,”

Train worked with producer
Brenden O'Brien (Korn, Pearl
Jam, Rage Against the Machine)
on the CD, which should hit
stores by this fall. The werking
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Tracking down Traln: From left, Scott Underwood, Charlie Colin, Rob Hotchkiss,
Jimmy Stafford and Pat Monahan are Train, a sublime San Francisco quintet
headed to a station near you.Train performs Thursday, April 27, at 8t. Andrews

Hall in Detroit.

title is “Something More,” reflect-
ing what Trnin fans have been
thinking for about two years.

“(Brenden) is o drenm come
true,” said Stafford. “He is the
rock producer of the day. Every-
one wants to work with him,
including the Stones. He was our
first choice. We weren't seriously
going to ask him., Then we found
out, he's a Train fan! The timing
was right. He's got great ideas.”
A month and a half after going
in, the album was recorded,

Long before ita scheduled
relense, the only way to hear new
Train material is to eatch the
band when the bus rolla into
town next week.

And Train's Jooking forward to
this stop, “Detroit {a actually
going to be a lot of fun for us,”
said Staflord.

My advice? I'm certainly not a
strawberry farmer, but I know
this — a band called Train is com-
ing scon. You won't want to miss
the show, Pasa it on.

Catch Train with guests Gar
Giant, 8 p.m' Thursday, Aprit 27,
at St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. All .
ages. $15 in odvance, call (248}
645-6666. .

Stephanic Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for
the Obscrver & Eccentric News- |
papers. She can be reached at
1734) 953-2130 or e-muoil at sca-
sola@oc. homecomm.net. To send
a fax, dial (734) 591-7279.

STAY TUNED

Women aloud: Aretha Franklin is among a host of
female artists on the newly released CD, “A Woman's

More Mitch Rydor you
asked? Well J-Bird Records hns
answered with the scheduled
release of seven solo CDs by the
former frontman of the Detroit
Whaeeols. Fana can get online
Mny 30 and order “How I Spent
My Summer Vacation" (1978),
“Naked But Not Dead” (1979),
“Live Talkies™ (1881), “Got
Change For A Million” (1981),
“Smart Ass” (1982), “In The
China Shop" (1886) and “Red
Blood and White Mink” (1988).
All previously unavailable in
North America, Ryder's solo CDs
were the result of an alliance
between his Seeds and Stems
tabel and Germun record label,
Line. Cheek it out at www.j-bir-
drecords.com.

What would you say is the
definitive women’s anthem?
*“Respect,” by Aretha Franklin,
or maybe Gloria Gaynor's disco

about Dolly Parton’s “1 Will
Always Love You,” brought back
to life by Whitney Houston, or
possibly Patti Smith'’s "Because
The Night," Don't forget that
shoulder-shaking '80s hit *We
Belong,” by Ms. Pat Benatar.
They've all made it to CD, with a
hest of other evacative hits by
Etta Jamos, Gladys Knight,

Patsy Cline, k.d, Lang and
more. Universal Music Group
hns released "A Woman's
Volce,” to celebrate some of the
greatest songbirds of the Inst
four decndes. Forget the Spico
Girls, get your girl power from
the divas who truly count.

—Stephanie Angelyn Cazola
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