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COHA

Umbrella organization represents city’s neighborhoods

BY Jora Huxaxn

STAFY WRITER

jhubred@os.homeccmm.oet

. Represonting more than half of the
s neighb ds. the Farml

ed at 11 Milo Road and Halsted, the 92-
acre property includal a m-nm. con-
taminated .

n to L st

tion th h its 1 , COHA

city's
Hills Counci} of Homeowners Associa-
tions is clearly a force to be reckoned

th,

Members of the volunteer organiza.
tion, reactivated in the mid-1880s, have
lutmed on behalf of homuuwnnrl

h t

he
auch issues as up-zoning and cellular
phuun tower placemont, Presidont Ed
streases ths o zation doesn't
ut out to stop development.

*Wo always try to maintain a good
workiag relationship with the City
Council, Planning Co: on and ZBA
(zoning board of appeals),” Spring said.
*Tho purpose is to make sure dovelop-
‘ment is compatibla with the area,”

COHA mado a splash in recent talks
lunvunrllnz thl;ﬂc::mov:ninl 11 Pines

hundreds of apartments and single fam-
ily homes, with nine holes of golf. Locat.

invited ana--tmnnt of Environmental
Quality praject specialist Steve Kitler to

W “The biggest thing about COHA Is a condult of Informa-
tion. 1 think there's been a lot of information exchanged
between the city and residents that would otherwise not

have taken p!aee."

speak at a goneral mesting held last

R oxpainb tos ot that o b Ed Spring
er e teats that D

eondnm on {Lhe Inndfill and —COHA president

3 ra'!: of queations from concerned resi-
ents.

*1 think it’s the big issues that get
people’s atteptinn. Spring said. “If
there's somethi hing really out of the norm
e Wo will 0 in support of the residenta

in the area.”
pa o closs eye on city-

wide issucs. Spring’s predecessor, Fran
Vallcly, said members contributed to
the drafting of a cellular tower ordi-
nance that elgeted officials havo touted
n3 one of the toughest in tho country.

Members alzo contributed to the dis-
cussion when city officials revised their
planned unit| dnvelopmnnt ordinance,
which nllows typea of dovelop

ment -~ like n mix of commorcial busi-
nesses and homes — on one property,
Some, like Vallely, have become famil.
iar facos at council and commission
meetings.

“The biggest thing about COHA is a
conduit of information,” Spring said. *I
think there's been a lot of information
exchanged between the city and resi-
donts that wuuld otherwise not have
taken place.

Much of taat information s collected
by members first-hand. COHA repre-
serve on the Multi-Racial

Multi-Culturat Commission, Plunnlnx
Commission, Beautification C

mect with a COHA representative, who
showed them how to organize.

*I think wa're a wonderful resource,”
she aaid. *We know the rules, the histo-
ry and the ennla:u,mdwaruwﬂllulo
work with thess groups.”

Anyaone interested in COHA member-
ship has soveral avenues to contact the
organization. The last general meeting
beforo a summer hiatus wil! be hald at
7 p.m. on May 18, at the Farmington
Hills Library on 12 Mile Road, west of

Orchard Lake Road. The public is wel-
come to attend.

sion and a public safety committee. Val-
lely said involvement in meetings, com-.
mitteos and commissjons has nlso
helped promots the organization.

sl
vhlnn by-laws, water issues, cellulgr
towers nnd presentations by city staff
members. Regular roports aboit
lchooh. police nnd publi: safety shd

Past -zendu hlve included taplh
subjli-

“Cable's been a real bleasing for us,”
ahe said. “You ace a representative of
COHA speaking on the {ssues, it gets
you wondering.”

Oftentimes, neighborhood groups are
drawn to the larger organization in
times of crisia. In Vallely’s subdivision,
a development battle led residents to

issues
To join by ma!l send the association
your name and addrees, and a $35
check to COHA, P.O. Box 3417, Farm-
ington Hills, MI 48333. The group also
maintaine a web site at www, nxrml(b
org/COHA.

RECREATION NEWS '

Farmington's annual Trout
Derby will take place from 9
am. to 1 p.m. Saturday, April
29 at Shiawassee Park.

Children 14 and under can
preregister in person and pick
up fishing rules at the City of
Farmington Hills Spccml Ser-

vices Dep.

Sign up for derby

TROUT

f

This cvent is for Forming-
ton and Farmington Hxlh res-
idonts only gnd nu fishing

tion is limited to the first 600
children and will take place
unless severe weather threat-
ens.

licensa ia

Parti:ipnnu must aixn inon
the morning of the Derby at
the tent near the tennis courts
upon arrival at the park.

SPRING SALE

It’s time to mign up for the
Spring Clean-up Sale on Satur-
dny, April 28 at Horitage Park
Day Camp Buildi

Call 473-9570 for more infor-
mation,

OPEM GYM

The Costick Activitiea Center
Gym in F: n Hills offers
the following activitics and
times: Adult Basketball, 7:30-
9:03 p.m, Thuradays and 9-11
a.m. Sundays; Teen Bukctbml.
3-5 p.m. Saturdays and 1.
Sundays; Adult Volleybnll ll
a.m. to 1 p.m.; Family Gym and

Swim, 12:03-3 p.m. Saturdays.

The cost to participate for resi-
dents 17 and under is $2 and $4
for non-rosidents, For 18 and
over residents pay $3 and non-
residents pay $5. For more infor-
mation contact the Farmington
Hills Dopartment of Special Ser-
vices at 473-9570,
ADULT SOFTBALL

New team registration is cur-
rently undor way. First come
first serve. Call 473-9670.

SAND VOLLEYBALL

Adult Sand Volleyball leagues
are now being formed.

Call the Recreation Division at
473.8570.

PUBLIC SXATING

Public skating is availabl
the following times:

Lunch skate Monday-Friday,

. EXTRA SAVINGS COUPON FOR YOU!

_u, f.xt to Kroger’s).

Southfield
(248) 569-1572

Any Single Item

DRESS BARN

Misses & Woman Sizes 4-24

wther offer vr 0
priot Lywwars

ook Your Best...For Less'
Sizes 4-24

Vest 12 Mile Rd.

ADULTS...'45%*
CHILDREN 6-12... 19"
CHILDREN 5+UNDER
ARE FREE

0427900 X7103

. For Resenations

v m——

11:30 a.m.~ 1:20 p.m.; Tuesday
end Friday, 7-8:50 p. Satur-
day, 11:30 a.m. - 1:20 p-m.; Sun-
day, 4-6:60 p.m,

le at

tiastey 1

BAKERIBIIIMINGHAM FURNITURE, FABRIC. AND ACCESSORIES
. : '34300 WOODWARD AVE 148.593.9608



