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Branklng brend: Program volunteers sit down wlth homeless people from New York
City for dinner. From left are Trac
who hails from Farmington Hills,

Gies, a Central Michi

Brenda Ringwald, also a CMU student.

What did you do on your spring break?

ian niversity student
harhe, CMU student Alayne Cairns, Stan, and

Hungty no more: Sharing a meal and a smile at Chips Saup Kitchen in Brooklyn,
N.Y., are program member Merondjie Denis, from the University of Dallas, and a
homeless boy, Vincent.

Farmington High grad uses time off to help homeless in NYC

BY TRACEY GIES
BPICIAL WRITIR

When you think of tho homeless and
impoverished in tho United Statos,
what comea to mind? Do you see o dirty
beggar on tho strect corner? Or do you
hear the slufs of a drunkard answering
imaginary questiona?

In all honesty, when faced with the
same question, theso very images and
sounds came to my mind — until the
homeless, thomselves, touched my
heart.

For the sacond year, [ traded in tho
trﬂl_l!lgnal denz Im,:uk colcfrnuon l{ur
a -

8pring Break (ASB).

An incroasingly popular option, ASB
programs allow college studonts across
tho nation to volunteer with various
non-profit organizations. And cach
year, tho positive impact of ASB proves
that college students are nct Amorica's
future, but America'’s today.

This past spring break, I worked in
Now York City 'with the Youth Service
Opgportuuities Project (YSOP). Our
team of Central Michigan Univeraity
students worked in conjunction with

_students from Grand Valloy State Uni-

vemity in Allondale, Mich. and the Uni-

Hills to
start a
Web site
in the fall

BY JONI HUBRRD
STAY? WRITZR
Jhubred@oc.iomecomm.net

It won't bo long now beforo
Farmington Hills becomes
another “dot-com” eity.

Officials havo contracted with
Sequoia, 6 networking and inte-
gration services company based
in Auburn Hills, to develop a
five-year Internet plan and
establish thae city’s prosonce on
the World Wide Web, According
to Central Services Diroctor
Michaol Lasloy, the search for n

1 involved an :

site devolop-
ment, having
hoatad sitea for
the Palaco of Auburn Hills, the
Detroit Pletons ond other
notable clients. Working with

develop a master plan, which

_ will uven%unl]y onohlo the Wob

slte for “e-commerce,” or the abil-
(ty to make paymenta and trans-
act other businosa clectrontcally.

“We'd like to include as much
xorvice as we can for residents,”
Lasloy sald.

.Bequoia Preaident Bill Murray
said the firat phase of the plan
will include a “static® Web sito,
which will act as a sort of olec-

Help: Tracey Gies spent har
spring break in New York City
helping the homeless through a
program called Alternative
Spring Break. :

versity of Dallas. Qur work group
served in two soup kitchens, a clolhlng
h and a

heods of Brooldyn.

During the wcek the 30 of us served
more than 4,000 homelera peoplo — who
in turn served us,

It did not take long to realiza that the
homeloss and impoverished look nnd
sound entirely different whon armed

B 'l also think of how Intelligent many of the homeless

were that we encountered. Some of “them” oven had mas-
ter's or doctorate degrees and most had famlly members Hv-
Ing comfortably In another part of the country.’

with names, faces and undeniable per-
sonalities.

A “homeless elderly man® ia entircly
different from Charlie, whose witty
jokes and hearty laugh were much like
my grandfather's.

A “former drug addict and seller” is
not the same ns the man who worked
alangeide us at the clothing warehouse
- the man who deapiscs the tattooed
arms that haunt him about his past and
who cried when discussing the eight-
yuur~old dnughter who waits for his
prison sentence to end.

A “homeoless chlld" in different from
tho adorable little Vineent whose affoc-
tionate father insisted that hia son's
amiling !'nco was wiped clean before 1
took my

Tha und fuct is that homeless children
liko Vincent are not uncommon. In fact,
the average age of & homeless person in

=hilds

ofton working in the pooreat neighbor-

Now York City is nine and mora than
1,000

shelter system ench month. Curreatly,

enter the NYC homoeless-

mora than 5,000 families live in NYC
emergency housing and the numbers
are growing.

So, today when I think of the home-
less and impoverished, I think of “Vin-
cents” and “Charlics.” I think of how

casily anyone could become one of

“them” and how hopeless it seoms inside
the vicious cycle of poverty. As one
client put it, "Eventually, the streot
takes ua all.’

1 also think of how intelligent many of
the homelesa were that we encountered,
Some of “them” even had master's or
doctorate degrees and most had family
members living comfortably in another

* part of the country.

As with past volunteer experiences, 1

fllt a bit guilty by the close of the week.

though I traveled to New York City to _
he!p others, it was often ambigucus who
was sorving whom. I will never forget

one homeless woman to whom I handed
a cup of juice. When I casually asked,
“How are you todny Ma'am?”® She looked
me in tho oyes and immediately
answered, “Blessed.”

1 atrongly urge all of you who are
interested in making a positive differ-
ence in the world and in yourself to seck
out programa like ASB, You won't
regret it!

Tracey M. Gies, gmdnnlcd from Farm-
ington High School in 1997 and is cur-
rently a junior at Central Michigan Uni-
vergity, ASB at Central is o student run
program nnd ls i mmcmlly aupporu:d by
are
always grcnlly npprccmu:d Checks can
be made to “United Way™ and sent to:
CMU Volunteer & Service Learning

Center, BUC 104, Mt, Pleasant, MI,
48859,

8:00 a.m,
) 9:00 am.
10:00 a.m.!
1160 &
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Introducing a cheoking account that fits into the cracks of even the busiest schedule.

Now, with Premior Chooking, you can do your banking quickly and oaslly. With free onlino

459%

banking, freo online bill pay, and a fres oheok card from Visa? You cuan also nooess your
nooount by phone, and at moro than 1400 Huntinglon ATMs. 24-hours & day. It'a bauking

@ Huntington

troaie *brochure” to get out a

T"Tlsase soc WIN, AB.

uﬂft’:"-‘-”}'-‘-f-.- ot tho spood of 1ife, Call toll-fres 1.877-480-8048 or visit «-Bruk’ at www.hantington.com Banking. Investiments. Insurance.
o
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