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"A ROMANCE
: By Louis Joseph Vance

‘B fllnstrations by Ray Walters

of 1t to you, Katheriae, 1f T could even
think it safe, I-would lle—I'd Ye with
« clear consclenco and tell you it wag
1 who Killed Van Tuyl. I'Ve take

‘| time to think It over and I've tried

to think stralght, to think the way that
would be best for you, mld e s
Well, I've come back.”

“But wby?" sho repeated abruml)‘
“Why? What good can you do? Can
you litt this welght from my heart,
can you right the wrong to yourself,
by being here? Can’you bring Van
Tusl back to life or make my—the
man I marrfed less than a mur
derer—?2"

“1 came to proluct you; you were
alone and friendless.”

“He would not harm me,” she sald
in an uncertain volce.

“Do you belleve that?! Do you ex-
pect me to belleve it when I have seen
the marks of his brutelity upon your
arm?”

“He dfdn't mean i, Garrett. e
bas his temper and—and sometimes he
forgets and doesn’t realize his strength
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CHAPTER XV.—(Continued.)

1t was as it she had been expecting
him; she seemed not at all surprised.
Bul there was po 1lght of welcome in
her dook, nor any trace of welcome in
Ber greoting &s he stopped before her,
hat'in tand and heart in his throat..
with something In bis bearlng that
<alled to mind n child conviéted of
transgression and pleadlog for suspen-
sion of judgment.

‘I catne out here to think,” she sald
~“at least to try to think. But I
hoped that If you saw me you would
fotow."

“I'm glad,” be sald; “thoughl} didut
knaow you iwere here. It's bardly like-
Iy we'll have so good a chance to talk
rgain,”

“Yes,” she admitted simply. There

was a llitle catch in her volce and he

fancied her lips quivered like the lips
of a tired child as she looked away
from him, secking agaln the sight of
the sea as if she drew from It some
solace, some sarely needed strength
against fier telals. “We must talk, ot
‘ course. . . . 1 have been trying
all’ pight to think

_. but every-

thing seems 0. .. .
She feft the sentence {ncomplete,
raising ber bands_ to press them

against her temples and then dropping
them wlth~a gesture of utter wearf-
“ne; :

0b,” she eried, “why 4l you come
“Lack? You promised, you went away.,
2nd \—I was gorry for you and prared
vou’ might find ‘happiness, Garrett.
You gromised, and—you came back—
came back like a ghost to haunt me
~witk memorles and regrets.” GHer
volce rose to a pitch of wilduess.
“Sometimes, last nlght, I thought that
:surely you must:be a ghost—that you
‘had been txecuted, kitled and burled,
:and were, come back to be his punlsh-
‘ment and mine, and mine!”’

“His punishment—his?" he echoed.
-“phen, Katherine, then you ' do be-
JSieve—!" I

“Ab, how.do I-know? What do I be-
“lleve—vwhat can| I “belleve? I dom't
krow. & can’t think right; it's all 50

—go terrible” Her tone fell’td d
Jow pitch of fatigue, dejection and be-
wildermenl. Shei leaned': ‘heavity
:agalast the wall, Vunlﬂllug the sullen,
fnterminable succqssion of the Hurges
.wYou sowed doabt in’ my-mind
‘fear in any heart when you badé me
~welgh what'I onc&knew of the good
3n you againat what I have learned of
um. 1 trded—so hard!—to ~ do so
Justly aud still ‘belleve you the guilty
Youl swept the.ground
th arguments, your
explanations; .’ and
your unsupported

attitnde, your*
though they - we
words. . . - Tinever knoew you to
lic to me; Garretf,” and -1 couldn't,
cin't pellevo you would :bring me a He
to- torture: me, just for revenge. . . -
You «wade me think, apd—at times. 1
fegred I should go mad, and then
again 1 was afrald I wouldn't: . - "
.She.mrneu puddenly to him and grasp-
3rg his xrm. lifting frantic, piteous
<yes to. b ¥k, Garrett, Garrett!™
nhr,.p]e:déd Bl hysberlmlly, “tell me
syou Hed, teil lt {sn't true,’ tell me
Ut was you-
. He shool-his; head sorcowfully, and
jth 4.sbort dry sob she released him
mn&_iell{!wk agu.lnst the wall, shoken.
o tromblingT | "¢
L 41t He eall nlow'lyr"l! 1 thougat
it vquld mike.ydn hnppy, {t-1 belleved
#hat apy good of any sort could come

1e is bilad, w xlmh«: operator and has
« stadlon there. Coast {nforms her hat
10 Tourdarn Van Tt
B oc ' \some Chinamen
They fize at him, but he
gets him
and there he res .
sooret serviee

—but he would never do worse. It
it's true—and, oh, I know it must be>
—that he did—what you were accused
of—it has been a lesson to him. I'm
sure it has. He—"

Garrett shook his head. “Then what

made you write that message last
nifht?" he asked.
“What do you mean? On,

1 don’t know. [ way afraid . .

“And T was afraid,” he said vra\ely,
“and still am. That's why I couldo’t
stay away. The only man ¥ou could'
turn to in case of nced was gone

“Mr. Power?
startled look.

“How did you know that yesterduy?i
And how did vou find anotfier man to
take ‘his place—his name, and every-
thing? So that )ou dnrml come here
in his stea .

“I found it o\ll bercre T left the'
island yesterday morning,* he enld

She flashed him a’

slowly. wonderlng how much he dared
tell her. ¢

It scemed needlessly cruel to shock
ber Wwith the story of the murder on
the island at that- time; some .hours
must surely;elapse before Applesard
could returd; Indeed, Coast did not
expect him till the evening. And un-
til then matters must stand as they
were;_ pothlng must be allowed to
bappen to rouse Blackstock’s suspt-
clons.” But if sbe knew that Power
had been assassinated—could existing
conditlons continue to obtain? Would
she be able to continue to bear herself
toward Blackstock ‘as she bad thereto-
fore?

He declded to keep ber in the dark
as long as possible. He contlnued:
“There were.iwo of us ashore, you
know—my companlon £g well ag my-
sell. It scems he stumbled upon the

overheard a part of Power's final quar-
rel with—with Blackstock. ‘Then he
—learned"—copst slurred the ex-
planation, but'she forgot to aquestion
it—“that o mon named Handyside
was to replaco Power. S5b we thought
it over and decldod 1 was to be Hundy~
side.”

Ste was facing him squarely now,

eyes wide with jnterest and alarm.
“But—but bow- can you? ‘What do
you know about the wark? "The mine
ute he” (she could no lomger name
Blackstgck| intimately, it  zeemed)
“asks you:to 5end or take a mes-.
sage—"
“1 will ches_rluuy comply,
quired,”, ha assured her.: i
ktow cnough, About  the. sy wm. to
make 8 smgger at operating.: = You
forget my experlence With -tha,sigoal
corps {n'the Spnnish ‘war—that tanght
me, dorse; a.l nterested me
enough ln
spend B good deul c( oy
less room. every time I crosaed the
water. ~1 couldn’t help’ pleking up &
working ‘knowledge of-the system uon-
dor such cfrcumstances. -Don't “worry;
1"l ‘make good when the call comes.™

- “But 'this Mr, Handyside--ho . ma)

1 re-
see,

“I doubt If he ever sees tho Island,”
Coast Interrupted, émiling. “You see,
the Corsalr did run‘aground {n Quick's
‘Hole; we wero thelamateur asses that
got 1n her way.- A1d we left her there.
Now Appleyard—Shat's my companion
—hes gone back to sec, that Messs.,
Flod and Hecksher and Handyside do
nothing rash.”

“He can prevent them?"
of perplexlly salhcxcd
brows. “How

“He'll mnnngn somehgw;
clever, Appleyard 1s—"

“But he must hi goine plan,” she
countered quickly; “and you would
know it. You'rp keeplpg something
back. What' fyz t> What does it
mean?” .

“Ill tell you In 2 moment,” he tem-
porized. “But first I'll sask; some
questlons.” !

Still puzzled, she held hls eyes in-
tently. “I can't imaglne what you
mean. But goon” - |

“You told me that he—Blackstock
settled here to work on his inventions.
Do you think he has | accomplished
much, that way, since you came to the
island?” b

She shook h héad “slowl “Not
a great deal. ﬂ?’l cyes bave bampored
progress, of course.”

“I thought as much. . . Agd
do’I understand that no one ever vis-
its'the island except your weekly boat
rom New Bedford?”

“No one. . That 1s, sometimes,
fishermen—'

“For what purpose?”

- “I don't know; there was once qulto
a settlement of them down there, you
know; and I understund they stlll use
some of the bulldings to store drled
fish in. I'm afraid that never iater-
ested me much.”

“You never watched them—?2"

“No: generally’ they come lo an-
chor after nightfall and are gone be-

A pocker
between her

he's very

bungalow in the fog and accidentslly |’

fore daylight the nest morning. Some-
times he has gone down to the beach

T4l Telt You in a Moment," He Tenporized. i

to-talk to them, but as a rule Mr
Power went with him.” .
“Thelr visits are fairly regular?”

“f think so; the schooner comes
about once o month, I should say.
But—"

“And ucmv»»n whiles smaller boats
Y

call?”

“Now and then, yes.”

"Do you recall when the schooner
was here Jast?

“About 2 :-onth ago, [ think.
Garrett—" \J

“Just & minute, and then I'll exp]aln
what I'm driving at. . . . oW
Isn't 1t a fact that Blackstock and
Power were bustest with the wireless
ags a rule for a few days betnre the
schooner showed up?’

She nodded thoughtfully. 1 mever
connected the two; but it was so. How
dld you know? .

“I merely guess, Now I'm golng 0
guess again, In amother ' direction.

You didn't tnherit much (rum
yuur aunt, did )au""

“Wby . . . fow ' keepsakes
only. You sge, she dlsuppruved of my
engagement’ to 3fr. Blackstock, Gar-
rett, and when' [—was’ stubborn, she
changed her will, jist a little while
before she dled. She lelt overything
in trust to''me, it I was to recelve
nothing until 1 divorced my: husband,
or he died. ..The house i3 :mine, but
not to ren‘l -pr-sefi, nor may I llve in
it except'al e or with & woman com-
panfon only’

“I thought—something of the sort. |
Your private fortune wasn't
lm'ge, was it

“Not Jarge—hatwéen. Xty nnd -sev-
enty thougnad- dollara.”? - i

“And yo:]let Blrmks'mck take‘
of it?” .

“Ot course. He was my busband, I
loved and: triisted | Mm--then.”| 'rnw
Iast word fell: with & Difter accént.

“And while - abroad—he gmnbled
nretly extensively?"

. (T BE CONTINUED.)
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Particilarly the Ladies.

Nol only pleasant and refreshing (9
lhe‘!ule. but gently cleansing and sweet-
ening to_the system, Syrup of Figsjand
Elixir of Senna is particularly adapted
to ladies and children, and b:n:ﬁc
all cases in which a wholesome, strength-
ening and effective -laxative should be
used. Itis pcrfccdy safe at all times{and
dispels col es and’ the pains
ca“”dﬂb d effectivels :lha the
promptly an ectively that it is the

perfect family lasative which gives
facunn to all and is ncomm:ndcd
tillions of families who have used it!

who havc personal lmawledge of it ex-

cellén:

Is wondexful po(ruhnty. hcwevcr.‘ has
ed unserypulous dealers to. offer_imitas
tions which act unsatisfactordly. Thete-,

effects, always note the full name of the

Company—California Fig Syrup Co -
plainly printed on the front of cv:ry
package -of the genu.me Syrp of Fip
and Elixir of

Forsalebyall lcadmg druggists,

50 cents per bottle.
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