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Meet: The Farmington
Hills City Council will
meet at 7:30 p.m. The
Exchange Club; repre-
sented by Paula Boedner
and Frank Grady, will be
the featured civic organi-
zation.

Gone fishin': Farming-
ton’s annual Trout Derby
will take place 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. April 29 at Shi-
awassee Park. Children
14 and under can prereg-
ister in person. Registra-
tion is limited to the first
500 children.

Gala: The third annual
Festival of the Arts Gala.
with silent and ljve auc-
© tions presented is slated
for April 29 at the
William Costick Activi-
ties Center in Farming-
ton Hills. Cost is $20 per
person, or $35 per couple
and includes a gourmet
dinner buffet. For addi-
tional information, call
478-32566. Black tie
optional.
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Northwestern solutions expensive

8l Consultants presented alternatives under considera-
tion for resolving traffic and safety problems at a number
of intersections along Northwestern Highway. The total
package of solutions could cost tens of millions of dollars.

BY JON HUBRED
BTAFF WRITKR
jhubredOoe.homecomm.net

No ono has nny trouble identilying
the traffic problems in the ";ﬁ“hh
b 1 gh-

-6 _ant
way in north Farmington Hills.

A study of the area found major
rush-hour delays where Haggerty,
Drake, Farmington and Orchard Lake
roads intersect with 14 Mile and Weat
Maple ronds. Crash rates at those loca-
tiona are slso higher than normal,
according to reporta filed with the

Michigan State Police.

Solutions aren't quite as easy to find
and could coat in excess of $50 million,
A committes consisting of officials from
the city of Farmington Hills, West
Bloomfield Township, the Road Com-
mission of Oakland County and Michi-
gan Departmont of Transportation
have boen working for more than a
year to identify a construction plan.

“It will likely be o combination of
altornatives,” principal plannor Jeff
Purdy of the Royal Oak-based Lang-

worthy, Strader, Lz Blanc & Aasocintes
told.a handful of iaterested citizens at
n meeting Wednesday night.

Officials in both affected communi-
ties aro bullding on a 1896 fensibility
study regarding traffic congestion and
safety in the project area, Their nim,
Purdy said, ia to assess social, econom-
ic and environmental impncts, ensure
residonts in bath communitics are sat-
isfied with the ultimate proposals and
identify sources of funding.

1ts time to find a bargain
in today's
- HomeTewn Classifieds!
.
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] d man: Red Crown Body Art co-owner Ken
Rekiel says his business will offer artful tattoos.

Anticipation: Heather Brown looks
stoic as artist Jesse Walker adds to
a design in the small of her back,

Body art
shop owners
make mark

Businesa partners Ken Rekiel and Todd
Davis would like to have settled quictly
into the mall at the aoutheaat corner of

* Orchard Lake and Twelvo Mile roads in

Farmington Hills,

Thoy're about to open e business that
will cater to an upscale clientele, Both are
family men who have lived and worked in
this area most of their lives,

Stil), they understand the talk among
porents and concerned officinla, the articles
and letters in local and daily newspapers.
It's not everyday a community gets ita first

Floaso sce OWNER, A5

County proposes’
new tattoo rules

Regulating businesses that offer body
art and plercing is pretty much like reg-
ulating any other busincss ~ good opera-
tors welcome health and safety stan-
dards, bad onea don't.

The problem in Oakland County ia
that regulations simply don't exist, Nor
is there any atate law governing tattoo
and piercing artists, save r ictd
about serving children under age 18, or
16 and 17 year olds with parental con-
sent,

Enter County Commissioner Eric
Coleman, a Democrat from Southfield.

Ploase sooc RULES, AS

The first thing yt;u notice when

toos in Livonia is the smell of anti-
. septic. .
Wait. That may bo the second

wall that eays, "Caution: Tattoos
may be addicting.”

you walk in tho door of Etornal Tat.

g,
The firat would bo the sign on tho

human skin,

Allow voteran artiat and busincsa
awner Terry Tramp to explain.
“Once you get a nica leoking tattoo,

Tattooing business strives for quality, artistry

Addicting? How can that be? Tat-
toos mean needles, and noedles
may cause pain whon applied to

“What elsc” includea a scemingly
endless array of sizes, styles, colora
and designs, some pre-drawn and
applied with a tracer sheet, some
sletched freehand, While the body
art business once offered staples
liko military insignias and sinking

you start to think about what else

youcan do,”
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Balloona, banter and lots of popcorn
were highlights of Tucsday’s Grand Re-
Opening of Farmington Public Schools'
TV-10 Studio at North Farmington
High School.

Under a plethorn of Male-Richardson
spotlights, which are standard for the
industry, guesta watched with interest
as students and apecial guests marched
up to the podium to publicly beam
about the finished studio, which cost
$800,000 to complcte — much of the
money came from the successful
Scptember 1997 bond isaue.

“This is n learning laboratory for our

dy to be effective visual
nicators,” anid Pegyy Schmidt, director

Please aco TV, AS

share their
own stories

BY JoN1 HURRED
STAF? WRITRR
Jhubred@oe.homocomm.net

One of the more literary offeringa at
this year's Festival of the Arts in
Farmington Hills kicks off at 12:30
p.m. on May 1 at the William B.
Costick Center, with a blend of humor,
drama, poetry and prosc.

Members of the Ridgewritera will
read selections from their own works -
novels in progress, poctry, non-fiction
and short stories. Club spokeawomnn
Betty Monson said listeners will hear a
little bit of everything.

“We will also have a cozy corner,
which is a place to sit down and read
some of the group’s work,” she said.
“We'll have photographs from the dif-
ferent activitics.”

Mombera get together on the first
Wedneaday of the month at the Spicer
House Welcoming Center in Heritnge
Park. They ahare their works in
progress, na well as their experiences.

For Brion Murphy, the encourage«
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At long last; Kosovar family receives asylum

BY Tk 8urm
8TAF? WRITER
tamith@oe.homocommunet

* It hasn't beon easy for Sevdije
Vllasaliu and her family since thoy
immigrated to America from Kosavo in

1895,

Not only did the family nced to face
getting bilked in this country from peo-
ple thoy trusted, they worried about
what might happon to the aafety and
wolfaro of family mombers left behind
in their homeland.

But ﬁnislly. with crucial help from

4-year-old son Arti.

attorney Doug Dadisman of the Arch.
diocess of Detroit Legal Services, com-
munity members, local nowspapers and
legisintors, the Vilasalius - co-owners
of Grand One Hour Cleanors in Farm-
Ington - aro safe both hore and abroad,

Monday night it was announced at
the Farmington City Council meoling
that asylum had beon granted to the
Farmington Hills family, which
includes Sevdije and her husband,
Selim, S-year-old daughter Mrika and

It was granted dur-
ing a March 29
hearing in Chicago.

*I'm very happy
becnuse wo have
froedom, nobody
cnn bother you,”
Sevdije, nicknamed
Dia, said following
a prosentation at
the beginning of
tho meeting.

Dia Vitasaliu

Dadisman was present at the meet-
ing, ns was U.8. Rep. Joe Knollenberg
(11th District), who presented Dia with
the American flng that flew over the
U.S. Capitol "on your behalf. It was
flown to signify your success.”

Knollenberg also congratulated Din
for displaying great patience in over-
coming her family's plight and rench-
ing the first atep toward U.S. citizen-
ship. *Welcome to Americn,” he snid.

*Thank you cverybody,” Dia anid to

Please nec DIA, AT




