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Our  bird
bath  has
been a con.
atant source
of entertain.
ment since
wa gat it.

We hnve
all enjoyed
watching the
antica  and
intoractions
of birds using
the bath, It

‘alio asoms
very reminiscent of people
bathing.

Firat of all, many times
thero is a line for the bath,

Birds may be waiting on the
edge of the bird bath, on the
ground near tho bm. orona
branch nearby, Only one tub
means that some muat wait,
This reminda mo of waiting in
Line for a shower at the camp-

ground. .

In the bird world, bigger
birds get to bathe firat,

If a small house finch is
bathing and a robin arrives,
the finch makea a hasty
departure. Fortunately, a bird
bath does not take too long, so
the finch can return in a short
time to finish.

Watching a bird bathe can
be very entertalning. Some of
them really get the water
splashing with wings, tails, or
both, Othors seem more
sedato when bathing.

I've nlso enjoyed watching
the sequence of bathing. Somo
birde will wag thair tail and
rump in the water, then move
on to do one wing and then
the other wing.

Washing a wing generally
involves dipping tho wrist into
the water, rolling the water
back onto the wing and then

Feathered friends
need to wash, too

Mapping the wing in the
water. Somotimes they squat
down in the water and open
thoir wing alightly to make
lll-lre water geta in the wing
plt.

People certnlnly know how
impertant it is to wash that
area thoroughly.

Double wing Mapping whilo
squatting, rocking and rising,
is another techniquo that is
frequently used. This really
gota the water churning and
splashing into all those hard
1o get to places.

Once the bath in finished,
then it's time to dry off.

Drying often atarts with a
good hardy shake, In the early
moming when the sun is low,
water drops fIying from the
fenthora reflect the aun and
creato a bird in a “bubble”
offect.

Then, just like people run '

their hands through their hair
to squeegcee the excess water
awny, birds will atrcko their
flight feathers through their
bill to remove the excoas
water. 'l'hlu {s important nlnc&

VO
gy -

a bird needs to fly
a predator ahould come upon
ita bathing retreat.

A mourning dove I watched
was vory meothodieal in drying
riter its bath. In the marning
sun it raised one wing verti-
cally while aitting on the
ground and kept it up so the
wing pit faced into the aun,
Periodically, it would fold its
wing back in place and ruffie
its feathers before stretching
out its wing agnin.

It seomed liko it directed ity
wing pit toward the sun when
it changed wings.

We know how important it
ia to get those pits dry! They
aeem to feel the same way.
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One of the year's moat antici-
pated events —~ the prestigious
West  Bloomfield Half-
Marathon, 5K Run/Walk and
Kids Fun Run - is just o weck
awny,

Runners from across the
area will converge on West
Bloomfield High School April
30 for the 24th annual event.
The half-marathen, a challeng-
ing 13.1-mile race conducted
on paved roads and bike paths
amidst scenic, rolling terrain,
attracted some 734 partici.
pants lnst year. More than
1,200 runners and walkors
partook in the overall event
last year and organizers are
hoping for another substantial
turnout in 2000,

Tho West Bloomficld Half-
Marathon, 5K Run/Walk and
Kids Fun Run is coordinated
by Weat Bloomfield Parks and
Recreation.

“I'm hoping for a record
turnout this senson," race
director Jerry Krawchuk said
Wednesday. “We have a total
of about 600 registrants to this
point, and we're hoping for
over 1,000 runniers in the three
races, Those numbers might
not match an event like the
{Detroit Free Presa/Flagstar
Bank Internationnl Marathon)
in Detroit, but we're very
happy with that considering
the size of our department.” -

Krawchuk, in his third year
as race director, aays the sig-
nificant lovel of community
involvement is a tribute to the
event’s popularity. Major apon

WEST BLOOMFIELD HALF-MARATHON

Race director hopes
for record turnout

H ‘I'vo read quotes
from pasople who have
run in the past, and |
think renners apprecl-
ate the friendliness of
the volunteers cut on
thoe course. | think it's
recily a combination
of overything that
makes this event so
special.’
Jerr%'

Krawchuk

m« director

a.m. start. The Kids Fun Run ,
begins at 11:30 a.m. on the .
West Bloomfield High School
track, followed by the half- .
marathon at 12:45 p.m.
Roseville resideat Keith
Stopen, formerly of Farming- ,
ton Hills, clocked the second. |
best time (1:08.19) in the histo-

ry of the half-marathon last .|

year, That enabled Stopen to

win his fourth overall title |

since 1995, but there will
new champion crowned in
2000.

Su;peu has elected not to run .
year‘a West Bloomfield |

" 1M

sors for this yu-rl races

because he is
scheduled to competo at the
u.s. Menl Olymm: Marathon
Trials in P onMay 7. -

include Singh De
Ine., PizzaPapalia, Hodges
Subaru, Paddock Pools of East-
orn Michigan, Inc., Robertson
Brother's Pool Service, and
Homedica US.A,, Inc.

“I think what makes this
munlquehtbﬂtthtru}y:

“It breaks my burt not to be
there (at the half-marathon),
but I'm hoping to back next
year,” Stopen said. “I do think
the race in West Bloomfield is *
very special or I wouldn't go
back. ...The ponplo there really

event,” K
sald. “We recelve tremendoua
support from our sponsors and
from our local businesses. And
we usually have close to 200
volunteers from West Bloom-
field and the surrounding
areas, and those people do a
great job,

“I've read quotes from people
who have run in past, a
1 think runners appreciate the
friendlinesa of the volunteers
out on the course. I t's
really a combination of every-
%hma that makes this event so

pecial.”
'l'hn 5K Run/Walk kicka off
the feativities with a 10:30

don job putting it "

together, and it's a nice time of
year to go out and run 13 °
miles.

*That event gete a big ‘|-

turnout because it's special.

It’s a good activity for people to /|-

attend. It'a not just a rce, it's
an activity.”

Other defending champions
include Birmingham Marian
grad Colleen Conway in the ;
women's division of the half- -
marathon {1:26.48), Paul Rice
in the men'ss5K (16:39) and
Katie Kramer in the women's
5K (20:56). Kramer, only 14
years of age, became the
youngeat runner to ever win a
race at the cvent.
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