Preppy look
resurfaces

as country
club chic

Ever have an urge
to ditch the tight lit-
tle black numbers in
your closet and buy a
Izod polo shirt and
pair of madras
pants?

Well, here's your
chance. Ready or not,
the preppy look is
once again hip. And,
for lack of a botter
label, this timo
around it's boing

. catled country club
chic.

The look is somewhere botween

. what you might be wearing on a golf
course in Charlevoix and year 2000
vérsions of Rob and Laura Petrio
from the Dick Van Dyke Show,

Nautical motifs, polka dots, ging-
ham prints, clam diggers, flat-front
Bérmudas and golf-inspired shoes all
are in the forefront of the look, an
eclectic one suitable for both men and
women to wear day and night.

Of course it can be worn to the
country club and on the golf course.
More importantly, the trend has no
limits and makes for casy dressing
for all locales and occasions.

Like 803 prep, the shopes are tai-
lored and simple. Unlike ita predeces-
gor, though, country club chic is far
from monotanous and conservative,

From young, club hip-hoppers to
the classic, distinguished set who
nover stopped wearing the look, poat-
modern preppy can be worn by any
age group.

To keep it fresh, stay away from
pink and green embroidered ladybugs
an your lapels, knee socks with
loafers, and sweaters over the shoul-
ders. (They're signs you're stuck in
803 prep mode.) .

¢ trend scores big on the comfort
scale. Best of all, it's cnsy to incorpo.
rate your own individual style and
porsonality into country club chie,
Think classic clothea, Armani for
example, and kick it up a few degrees
with picces or ncccssories that have
sex appeal.

For him, kliakis are essential, and

: REAL DEAL

those with a slimmer leg and no |’

pleats are the most recent dosigns.

Men's shirts hug the body, much
like they do in women's wear,
although there is a renewed empha-
sis on button-down shirts in textured
plaid and modern surf prints,

Among the trends highlights for

women is a revival of the blouse.
Cropped, cap-sleeved peasant tops
and shirts with men's styling have
been fashioned in feminine, pastel,
sheer silks, na well as, polka dots and
madrag prints in cotton and shdn-
tung.
Button-front shirts are back, too.
Tacked in, left out or tied at the
waist, theae clnssic shirta couldn't bo
mbre sexy when buttoned low and
paired with a pair of fitted, ankle-
grazing khnkis,

Also back in style ia the shirt dress.
This time around, however, the fab-
rite are cool and laid-back. And,
denim and stretch poplin are excels
lent cholces.

] like the shirt dress: worn fitted;
without all the buttons done; and
both with or without a skinny belt,
Pair the dreas with flat sandals, open-
toe shocs or flip-flops,

‘While I'm suro you have something
hanging in the back of your closet to
get you started on the country club
chic look, hore's an A to Z list of
stores where I spotted key pieces:

B AX Armani Exchange, the Somer-
et Collection in ‘Troy, for cap-sleeved,
casant tops R

® United Colors of Benotton for
madras panta .

M Tha Gap for polo shirts (Hey
gitls, try a boy’s polo shirt in siza XL;
thby’re cropped and fitted for a third
of the adult size price.)

B Imoldn's Closet in downtown
Birmingham for Kandnhar golf shoes
without apikes

@ Kmart for Dr. Scholl'a und flip-
flops

= Lochmann’s for gingham button-
down shirts with ruffled sleoves

B O!d Navy for ankle.grazing, flat.
front khakis

@ Ralph Lauren dopartments at

o »

, arpa department storea for ginghom

print pacts in silk and tops with
polka dot printa.

Cari Waldman is a free-lance writer
and stylist who lives in West Bloom-
field. Pleasc send your style and shop-
ping questions to Cari ot OERe-
alDeal@aol.com. . .
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Misslon possible: Marie Masters searches for slimming and attractive swimsuits at Hudson's at the Somerset Collection in Troy.

The suits will be featured in the June edition of her Internet fashion magazine for women who live in the Midwest.

Fashion and geography

Web site aims to put Midwest style on the map

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
SPECIAL EDITOR
natafford@oc.homecomm.net

Dressed in a simple ivory suit and coral top - a
measured aplash of the scason's hottest color ~
Mario Masters has come to the Somerset Collection
with many missions.

A free-Jance writer, self-described clothes horse
and Troy resident, Masters' concrete mission is to
find a slimming bathing suit to feature in the Junc
edition of her Internet fashion magazine Midwest
Waman,

Launched in March with a target audienco of
women between the ages of 30 and 66, the quarterly
publication’s motto is fashion for America’s heart-
1and. Tho “O-Zi{l. also puyge closf ultj.enliunju Mid-

And, while Masters is taking a “real clothes for
real peoplo” approach to her web publication, unit.
ing women in the Midwest with functional fashion
is only one of her larger misaions.

“It's more than just fashion. It’s the whole
lifestyle,” she says. “It'a a celebration of women liv-
ing the four-season lifeatyle) i

In Masters’ opinion, Midwestern women's fashion
needs and wants differ from their counterparts on
the East and West consta, .

Yet, “wa’re kind of dictated by West Const and
East Coast fashion,” she contends.

True, it's not clear which force — fashion trends or
lifestyles ~ is more dominant and defining in
viromm's cloacts, but there’s undoubtedly a connec-
tion.*

Ono clothing category that's significantly impact-

western i and will

“We'ro Jooking for a Miracle suit today,” says Mas-
ters, making her way towards Hudson's, the retailer
she hopes to feature because it's based in the Mid.

od by geography and lifestyle is cuter wear, says
Masters. For example, women who live in the Mid.
west must havo at least a winter coat, pair of boots
i , given the season changes, Transition

west. Tho bathing suit will be ph phed for a
feature on figure-flattering awim wear.

and
clothing, picces suitable for wear between seasons,

. req impact their sh
oll image and clothing budgets.

are other essentlals,
While Midwestern women are well aware of their
wardrobe necds, they may not realize how such
i ing decisi over-

Most importantly, Mastera would like to sce
women from the Midwest take charge of their fash-
ion destiny and have influence over clothing design-
ers, much in the same way fuller-figured women
have in recent years. “I think the trends have kind
of been handed down to us, I wauld like for us to
export something,” says Masters. “And, if we haven't
established a atyle, 'd like to sea us do that”

Such a process will be on-going, as well, she adds.
Since women's lifestyles are constantly evolving,
*fashion haa to evolve v ‘th us,” says Masters.

Thus, her job will be w continually tap into “what
women want,” she says. *“My gonl is to make women
feel good about themsolves.” .

Midwest Woman {s located at www.midweat-
woman.com. :

Collectible compact exhibit stops at Neiman Marcus

It's boen said

fragranco and art {s Eateo

good thinga come
in small pack.
ages,

Somotimes, the
packages are just
aa special as the

Lauder's traveling, museum-style
exhibit of perfume compacts, on dis-

making a five-city tour in the United
States, a master craftsman will be on
hand t> demonstrate how a one-of-a-

d perfi is creatod. The

play now through May 8 at Nei
Marcus at the Somersot Collection in

Troy, .
Tracing Esteo Lauder’s long history
I “IB lak thc

contents, ‘And,
that's often tha New era: Este
cnso with fra- Laider’s mil-

e

grancos, particu- Jop i com.

0]

exhibit containa nearly 100 of the com-
pany's designs, including several from
privata collectors,

kini p

rocces, including concoption, typleall;
faku about three months. 4

Also, six compacts designed by Estoe
Lauder for Neiman Marcus will be
available for purchase,

Esteo Lauder has offered limited-edi-
tion porfume compacts during the holl-

Exquisite display

What: Estee Lauder's oxhibit
of nearly 100 hand-crafted solid
perfume compacts created over

e decaden
When: Now through Monday,

ny 8
Whore: Neiman Morcus, the

larly compacts b il The hand-mado compacts, which con-  day season for more than 80 years. A Somerset Collection in Troy, first
dogigned to hold pactisavail- . t5in'a pot of olid fragrance, refloct a  distant cousin to the more ubiquitous floor
solid perfume, | able for pur- brond range of atylos, from traditional powder compact, the glamorcus per- - Contact: For details, call (248)
Blurring the chase at the cameo designs to Art Deco, ', . fume vessels, have attracted a follow- 843-3300
boundaries gxhibit. In addition to the exhibit, which is  ing of colloctors in recent years.
Rotall, stylo and special storo events are list. OUTDOOR CLUB DAY

Collecti:

ed in this calendar. Please send information to: Malls

& Mainstreets, c/o Observer & Eecentric Newspa-

pers, 805 Eaat Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009. Fux:

(248) 644-1314, Information must be received by &

' p.m. Monday for publication the following Sunday.
SUNDAY, APRIL 23

MODEL AIRPLANE SHOW )
Livonin Mall at Middlebelt nnd 7 Milo roads pro-
sonts o model airplane show featuring radio control
air showa, exhibita and other demonatrations
through April 30, noon-10 p.m. Air showa are slated
10 a.m.-9 p.m. April 28 and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. April 30,
For detalls, call (248) 476-1160. '

.- MONDAY, APRHIL 24

Livonia’s Wondorland Mall hosta the Livonia Parks
and Recreation Department'a Nasty Sneakor Con.
test with prizen for tho worst aneakers, noan, Food
Court stafe, For more information, call (734) 522 -
4100, : ' P

SHOE MONTH CELEBRATION . X
Maxwoll men's clothigr, 118 N, Old Woedwardin
s Birmingt lak shoo month with

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

a display or.dcsigner shoas such as Ferragamo, Den-

Eastern M in Sports, tho S
in Troy, a[l"en‘: 20 percent discount on all in-stock

of ouldoor
p.m. For additional information, call (248)

10 a.m..
816-8681.
SATURDAY, APRIL 29

ald Pliner and Bacco Bucei plua 826 off|
through April 80, For dotails, call (248) 842-1966.
o WEDNESDAY, APRIL26

MAKEUP EVENT . .
A repr {va from Christian Dior From
the Runway to Your Way, an avent designed to holp

h tako ad of current makeup trends

PP 0 g T
through April 29, 10 a.m.:8 p.m., Cosmetics and Fra-
grances, firat floor, To schodule an appointment, call
(248) 643.9000 ext, 466, :

THURSDAY, APRIL 27
CAROLINA HERRIRA SHOW
Saka Fifth Avenuo, the Somerset Collection in Troy,
hosts Carolina Herrera's Fali 2000 Collection with
informal mudoling through April 28, 11 a.m.4 p.m.,
l‘?'o:igg; 5 Salon, second floar. For details, call (248)
14 g .

CLUB MONACO SHOW
Club Monaco, the Somerset Collection in Troy, pre-
sonts a trunk show of their spring and summer col-
lections, 2-5 p.m. For dotails, call (248) 849-2666,
ART VAN CILEBRATES
Art Van Furnl| tha 16th i Y
of their clearance centers with in-atoro entertain-
ment, food, refreshments and special savings, 2-4
.m&, locations in Livonia, Novi, Waterford and West-
and, .
' SUNDAY, APRIL 30 *

The Troy Marriott, 200 W, Big Beaver, hosta n bou-
tique show featuring uniqua ¢lothing, jewslry, toys
and gift itoma through May 1, 11:30 0.m.-8 p.m. on
April 30 and 10:30 a,m.-6:30 p.m. on May 1. For
additional information, call (248) 661-6740.

»




