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Reporter enjoys pit stop in Laptop Lane

e I writo

ateamed ot

wandoring

72 {1 counted
them) bedrage-
gled, sunburned,
tired tourists
heading back to
atill-cold Michi-
H gon from thoir
“spring vacations here in Florida,
‘the Northweat ticket agent could
‘barely muster a amilo.
i No problem, It was indced o
isurly crowd. I smiled back
ibrightly enough for both of ua. I
iwas heading homo after n tough
iweek on tho road for business.
:So what if the line at the Tampa
‘airport was surning mean? I
wasn't going to get mad. 1 would
soon be home.
i7 “All 1 necd is a boarding puss,”
snid, indicating 1'd be cartying
n luggoge and his jeb would be
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asy.

:* *You'll need more than that,
‘gip, Your flight was canceled.”

© Ho booked me on a 10:36 p.m.
:flight because, he said, tho air-
ort up in Dotroit had boen

- OMNIBUS, the online pro-
Jiram that enables students to
arn three degreca in four years,
is accepting npplications for fall

Northwest. After
through a lino of

closed becnusas of Friday’s rains.

Why don't I believe himi?
Closed?

*That's what we're told, sir.”
The lino behind me was getting
angrior by the mninute. Word had
spread and most were also head-
ing to Detroit.

So, taking the boarding pass,

now with five hours to kill, hero-

1am in Laptop Lane.

It'a n comfortable cubicle
equipped with a speedy Internet
port to which my laptop is now
connectod, a Nortel telephono
that I can use to call enywhere
in the U.S. toll free, n FAX
machine, a Pentium desktop
with a nice 17-inch moniter and,
Tony, my “Cyberspaco
concierge.”

Really, that's what his buai-
ness card rends.

If T have any technical quea-
tions, any difficulties hooking
up, just holler, ho saya. I didn't.
I'm attached and online in under
three minutes. [ hear him holp-
ing other customers though, get-
ting their AOL ts to log

top Lanes that have opened
across the country, including
Detroit. I found this one from o
catchy. sign in the hallwny.
“Peace, quict and a T1 Lino,” it
promised. Looking at ol the
angry people walting at the gate
for o plane that won't leave for
four hours yot, I shuffled in,

lcast one p [
mail per month from a co-work-
er. Ono in three corporate work-
ors said thoy apend 26 minutes
or more each day using the
Internct for porsonal reasons.
Much of thot time is upont
a,hoppinx!, with the most pop’ulnr

handed Tony my Amex card and,
for abont $2 for every five min-
utes, arn comfortably ensconced
in my quiet littla cubicle.

It will cost me close to $25
bucks for an hour.

T'd blow that much on dinner
at the nirport restaurant down
the terminal hallway. I decided
to settlo for the peace, quict and
T1. I'll eat peanuta on tho plane.
And write this column,

But maybe it was meant to be,
‘This is a protty nifty discovery.
Laptop Lane, I like it.

‘Moanwhile, here’s what's been
happening on the Net thia week,

Goofing off

A new study saya workers are
tealing y time to surf

on. Showing them how to config-
ure their notwork connections.
He's protty good. I could uso him
as a guest techio on my radio
show.,

There are a dozen other Lap-

“The program clearly reflects
tho revolution in education,”
said Jeanne Boaner, Schoolcraft

2000, A collab ion b

= =Schooleralt College and Madon-
na University, the Onlino Multi-
degrees in National and Interna-
tional B}minc;u program grants

Collegu associate doan for liberal
arts, ind dent and di
learning. “Wa sco record enroll-
meonts for Web-based couraes.
Evon law and nursing coursea
have gone online. There is no

the Web for fun, checking atock
prices, porno sitea and passing
slong company secrots to out-
siders by e-malil.

In addition, nearly one out of
fivo rospondents received at

OMNIBUS collaboration offers

significant difference in the
quality of the inatruction a stu-
dent receives on campus or at a
distance.”

The OMNIBUS program
places emphasis on four areas,
developing one during each of
tho four years of atudy: Effective
communications and decision

atl sites for

at Florida airport

lateat flap atema from tricky pro-
gramming tactics in the latest
voraion of AOL's software l};_nt

Ible for

cause: The current turmoil in
the finoncial markets. You'd
think they'd be hiding out of

makea it all but imp
users to accons rival Internet
Service Providora (ISP's).

A suit filed carlier this month
chargea that it's an attempt *to
climinate compatition in the

and S ploycea report
worse behavior among thelr eol-
leagucs,: Nearly one in 10
respondents say they have scon
co-workers acceasing adult sites,
whilo ncarly one-third say thoy
have scen co-workers job hunt-
ing on the Internet,

The rosult? An incronsing
number of companies are limit-
ing employce c-mail and inati.
tuting sophisticated eavesdrop-
ping and surveillance policies to
monitor just what it is workers
aro doing when thoy log on to
the Net, The survey of 600 users
from difforent corporations was
commissioned by Elron Soft-
ware, which makes ¢-mail filter-
ing software.

AOL tactics

America Online may be the
world's biggest commercial
online gervice but thero’s a lot of
people who think its turning into
the Net's biggest bully, too, Tho

Service Providor Mar-
kot® by ing the existl

ombar But not so.

Now thay’re using the mailing
lista they collected during tho
helght of last yoar's Y2K worriea
and telling thelr former follow-
ora to hold on to their freezo-
driod food atocks ond keop gnso-

y L ¢
dinloup :nl“ngl of othor 1SPs"
cuatomera, There *is no legiti-
mate busi {ustification® for

line in the becauso the
market crash ia going to trigger
the mother of oll economic

auch actfon, sayn the suit, which

*ia being supported by a half-

dozen ISP's around the country.
And that’s just the latest com-
plaint about Version & of the
AOL software, Other class action
suits have been filed nceusing
AOL of maoking it intentionally
difficult to uninstall ita software
and having adverse eflccts on
other Internet programs
installed on the hard drives of
AOL subscribera, AOL claims it
has received few complaints but
when problems do occur, it's the
fault of the user, not the soft-

© ware.

Y2K alarmists

Just when you thought it was
aafe to open your e-mails, the
Y¥2K plarmists have found a new

online 4-year degree

making; global citi hi d

fundabl 12

feo of $120,

an
diversity for international devel-
dj for i

which is applied toward tuition.
Appli muat furnish tran.

tional change; and tomorrow's

leaderahip for world organiza-

tion.
Orientation

new
OMNIBUS stud heduled

for
is

seripts, nchievement teat resulta,

a letter of intent and a letter of

5 fon. In additi

there are computer and software
i s y

for Sept. 9-10, There is & nonre-

q must ful-
fill,

What's thoir anglo? Greed.
They're trying to get peaple to
invest in colns and speculato in
gold as a protection against dot-
com mania, Toss their spam in
the trash. These peaple have no
credibility.

That's it from Laptop Lune.
Till next week.... 73,

Mike Wendland reports about
computers and the Internct for
NBC-television stations coast-to-
coast, His “Net News Daily”
Internet reports are on WWJ,
NewsRadio 950 Monday-Friday
at 6:26 p.m. and his “PC Talk”
call in radio show is heard every
weekend on TalkRadio 1270,
WXYT. You can reach Mike
through his webaite at
www,pemike.com

programs

For more information, contact
the Schoolcraft College Distance
Learning Office at (734) 462.
4599. Schoolcraft College is
located at 18600 Haggerty Road
in Livonia, between Six and
Seven Mile roads, just west of I

an r's and mns-
ter’s degree with one application
procesa and for a sct feo.
OMNIBUS is dosigned for
working ndults without college
degrees who have nchioved a
measure of succoss and made
the decisian to move forward in
their career.

"+ Tuition remaina $190 per cred-
it hour, including all fees, books
and course materiala. It is guare

- ‘ginteed for the entire four-year
firogram and totals $29,000 for
the three degrees.

- OMNIBUS students do their
“work, team projects and commu-
‘nication online. The program
gtrosses: Core business skills,
information retrieval from clec-
‘ronic as well as traditional
‘zources, akills in mannging work
“lsing information technology,

Apamwork skills, and global
‘management and leadership

Ils

 The first OMNIBUS students,
o0 began their studies in 1997,
“will receive their master’s degrea
in July 2001. Of the 16 students
.studying now at Madonna, 11
placed on tho dean's list for tho
fnll semestor.

from page D5
" *Individuals sccking changes

in thoir enting patterns have
»fnund'lhnt the one week wfth

:and the opportunity to expori-
once the really delicious low-
choleaterol cooking made mak-
.ing changes quite casy,” said
.Weaver,

. .The Better Living Seminars
-Health Camp is ataffed by vol-
untoor professionala. The all-
incluaive price is $426 per per-
.son or $800 por couple. For more
information, contact Weaver at
(248) 849-6683 or c-mail:
aweaver@webbernet.net

UGLY .GROUT?

{THE STUFF BETWELN THR TILES)

. Tired of moldy, missing,
: {: dirty, cracked grout? We
Tiean, seal, repalr, regrout
! & staln/change colorl

FREE ESTIMATES
The Grout, Doctor:
pA48-358-7383

PRETTY TILE, |

WXe've

2000 Chevy™ Impala®
36-Month Lease AsLow As

$259, moms:

mp
E:ymanls total $9,324, Mal

lessea I8 i
1-800-950-

51,434 Duc at Lease Signing

(Tax, title and License are exra.)

*Example bazed on wmnh

k by 51/00,

2000 Chevy Malibu®
36-Month Lease As Low As

o L

$1,759 Due ar Lease Si

evrolet Malibu with MSRI
and select count
ba higl

Deposit Requi

No §

(Tax, titke and licensc are extra.)

CHEVY

allo

WELLBE THERE"

Each dealer zets Its own price. Your payments may vary. Impala payments
u payments are for 2000 Ch
valier Coups with MSRP of $14,445. 36 monthly 'mymums total $7,164. Urllon to purchase at lease en
approve lease. Avallable only to residents of Mi, MN, Wi
from participating dealer stoc
Is for all unpaid monthly payments, Payments may
2438 or chavrotet.com

of $17,315.
es in IL, IN, 1A,

igning
4

6 monthly
KY, MO, NE, NY, NO

Lease Now, And We'll Waive Your Security Deposit.

2000 Chevy Cavalier® Coupe
36-Month Lease As Low As

199, moms:

$1,].98 Due at Lease Signing
No Security it Required

(Tax, title and license are extr.)

ayments total $7,524.
for an amount fo be

5y SEE YOUR CHEVROLET* DEALER FOR GREAT EMPLOYEE DEALS,

are for 2000 Chevralet Impala with MSRP of $20,012. 36 monthly
Cavaller payments are for 2000
be determined at leasa signing. GMAG must

Chevrolat

3 , OH, PA, SO and WV. You must take retall delivery
Mifeage charga of $.20/mile over 38,000 miles. Lessee pays for malntenance, reﬁalr and excass wear. if leasa terminates earty,
f]

her in some states. Not available with customer cash olfers, ©2000 GM Corp. Buckla up, Americal =

o




