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tattoo and body piercing shop. .
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But make no mistake, Red
Crown RHody Art isn’t your
futhor’a tattoo parlor,

“This is our shnp, and we want
it to bo homey,” Davis said in an
intervlew Tucaday, n doy after
permit approvals cleared the
way for the shop's opening. *Wo
want people to como in here and
have a really good expericnce.”

Davls snd Rekicl looked very
much at home aa they relaxed on
a tan leathier, over-stuffed couch
in their business reception area,
Behind them, the shelves of n
tall, glass-doored cabinet stand
empty, though pertfolios fill the
storage apace underncath.

A lot of clients are tired of
going into arcna that are so-so,
and they don’t want to sit in a
shop where people are disrup-
tive,” Rekicel snid. “We want a
place where anyane can walk by
with their kids and not look into
the window and see nuything
offenaive.”

Though the partners under.
astand tho community’s misgiv-
ings, they bristle nt any negative
nssumptions nbout the wny they
do business. In fact, some of
their decisions have been
designed to rennsure parents and
city officials,

Stings possible

Hills council member Vieki
Barnett hns made ne bones
about her reservations over hav-
ing a tattoo pnrlor located just
down the road from Harrison
High Schoal,

= believe the location was cho-
sen to entice atudents who are

go to go in for
and piercing,” ahe said at a
recent council meoting.

The busincss s considored a
“perdonal service® and is allowed
under the city's existing zoning
ordinance. However, as city
attorney Johin Donohue pointed
out, officials can't “zone out” cer-
tain types of businesses.

“Under the zonlng statutes, we
are required by law to give them
a Jocation in the city,” he said,

Barnett has recommended a
city policy that would include
“sting” operntions wherein Hills
polica would send in under-age
decoys to try and obtain services.
Chief Bill Dwyer said his depart-
meont is looking at all state laws
applying to tattoo and piercing
buasineasea,

Police will probably take the
same appronch as with business-
esg that sell liquor or tobacco,
Dwyer said, Decoys are used pri-
marily when officlals receive a
camplaint nbout under-age cus-
tomers, he added.

*You nlways get concerncd
anytime you have a new busi-
ness that has any potential to
attract undesirables or cause the
youth of tho community to be in
violation of a city or state law,”
Dwyer said. “Certainly, if wo
think there nre any violations,
it's our reaponsibility to enforco
the law.”

However, Hills police may not
have to wait for n call from a
concerned citizen.

No loitering N

Davis and Rekiel said they
aimply won't provide.services to

Just ike home: Ken Rekiel and Todd Davis have decorated the reception area of Red
Crown Body Art to create a “homey” feel, The blank walls will soon be filled with
framed art. Rekiel is pictured with employee Jerry Duchene.

anyone under 18, even with o
parent’s permission. Every cus-
tomer will be asked to present
identification to the receptionist
and the tattoo or piercing artist
before the first needle is freed
from ita scaled, sterilized, one-
time-use package.

Those who can’t prove they’re
of age won't even bo allowed to
stay inside Red Crown Body Art.
‘The partners safd they'll expect
their customers to treat the busi-

ness with respect.

“We've worked awful hard to
get this place where it's at,”
Rekiel enid. *If someone doesn't
conduct themselves in a mature
manner, that's a reflection on

ua”

Davis sajd the partners chose
the Hills bbcause both havo lived
in this arca all their lives, and
they wanted a *high traffic® area
with a more upscale

an hour carlier than allowed in
their lease ~ 9 p.m. inatead of 10
p.m. - so they're locked up for
the night before the pizza and
subway shops in the somo mall
close,
“This isn't going to be a local
hang out,” Rekiel said. “We will
call the police, if necesaary.”
Classy rlients
With just two artiats working
i only - on any

In fact, they've decided to closo

by
given day, Red Crawn probably

won't genorate nn abundance of
traffic. Davis acknowledges the
occasional “goofball” might show
up, but steirt zolicies nbout loi-
tering, business hoors and the
general atmosphere ~ including
security cameras — will likely
keep most away.

*Our number one clicntele we
love to do businese with is per-
manent cosmetics,” Davis said,
defining the “target markot” as
women agea 20-40, Tho process
can algso help cover up scars.
Some of Rekicls’ clients have
been referred by a physicion.

Rekiel shows ofT a portfolio of
work he's done to correct badly
done tattoos. He has nlso helped
out folks who may have gotten a
tattoo years ngo they no longer
want.

In fact, he himself has a few
tattoos he now regrets,

*I was extremely young when I
was f(irst tattooed, and [ regret a
lot of what I did,” he admitted,
displaying the skull tattoos on
one forearm. “I wish I would
have given it some more
thought. Now I'm more into spir-
itunl things, and things that
reflect an laner peace.”

Anyone considering getting a
tattoo won't have a chance to
make a hasty decision at Red
Crown. The artists will encour-
age their clicnta to give it 8 lot of
thought, and if they do go ahead
with the art, to select o design
that reflects something impor-
tant to them.

“You should definitely think
before you ink,” Rekiel said.
*“Because once it'e on, it's on.”

Ru les from page Al

Plenty of talk about the new popularity
of tattoos and piereing got him wonder.
ing what was being done to protect the
pubtic.

“I found out we had nathing to govern
the anfety of this in Oakland County,”
he said. “After a serics of meelings with
concerned tattoo parlor owners, we
came up with a resolution that was pre-
sented ot a public hearing”

The initial resolution, which set rules
that would be enforced by the public

]
health dcpnm}nent. was d, but is

itimate ownors, ke Ken Rekicl

in the process of revisions based on
what commissioners heard at the hear-
ing. Coleman expects to see it come
before officinls for final approval in
carly May.

He said lh(:lbill‘s primary componcnts
protect custofera. Regulating body art
and piercing parlors will mean licensing
operators and inspecting facilities on a
regular basis, to ensure safety and
cleanliness.

L

and Todd Davis of Farmington Hills'
new Red Crown Tattoos, believe in reg-
ulating their business.

*“I'm all for that,” Rekiel snid. *I would
love to see them impose some restric-
tions. I think everyone should be doing
it right.

*Here, cverything's sterile, and one-
time use... I go to greater lengths than
some doctors and dentists,”

Rekiel participated in the develop-

ment of rules for shops in Wayne Coun-
ty, which went into effect lnat yeor.

Coleman said the rules are designed
to weed out the characters who are
piercing and tattooing in their own
homes, in barrooms, or out of the backs
of trucks and vans. .

“With body piercing, you have some of
it going on in beauty shops and nail
salons,” he said, noting those are some
of the more “tame” locations. “You would
never believe some of the places we've

found that are doing body picrcing.”

Or some of the people. Coleman said
officials know sbout an 18-year-old girl
who has been tattooing customers in the
basement of her home.

“Legitimate owners have gone
through the necessary training,” he
said.

“We have heard from a number of
jegitimate owners {who support the
rules). The reason is, frankly speaking,
it protects their business.”
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Your purchase
when you open a
new Home Depot

Consumer
Charge Card!

Offer good from now
untit April 30, 2000.
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