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nao in the audience at Farm.
i#;tan City Hall. “You saved my

Overcoming great

apply |

adversity )

With tho status, tho famlly can
one year for a greon
cakd and then, in 2005, can file
for pcm\anuntu .8, citizenship,

.. According to Dadismnn, had
I)m failed to earn tho cherished
asylum atatua ond was forced to

- return to Kosovo, “sho would ba

porsecuted and in fear of death,
This isn't abaut cconomic oppor-
tunity, or living the good life, It'a

.nbout survival®

- One member of the city council
who particularly took an intercat
in helping Dia was Mayor Bill
Hartsock, who noted that the
happy cnding only cnme sbout

~ Betause of the effort shown by

maby since publicity in the
spring of 1999 nbout how the

.immigrants feared for their fam.

ily and worried about potential
deportation.

Lator, Hartsock said the
Vllasaliua “bucked all of the
odds® in getling asylum status,
which means they would not be
persecuted il thoy ever returned
to Kosovo; other family members
cannot bo put in peril.
+“Tho whole saga of them turn.
ing to peoplo for help and being
misled, lied to and bilked out of
their money ... they persevered,”
Hartsock said, “E‘ortunnte]y.
thoy were able to get the help

Their nightmare began shortly
after arriving in New York City

. on July 4, 1996,

Dadisman snid the family
spent about $12,000 with thrco
{ndividuals they entrusted to file
!ﬂr u'lylum lut\:‘whh the U.S,

an
Service. Those people did not
come through, and the one-year
deadline to file came and went,
‘That was one reason the Vilasal-
fua worried about potentin)
departation,

. But in March 1999, a letter
about that unfortunate experi-
ence was hand delivered on the
{amily’s behalf to U.S. 8en. Carl
Levin from Hartsock and then-
Farmington Mayor Mary Bush,
currently atill on the city council.

A groundawal) of community
support followed, including “vol-
umes” of mafl from concerned
citizons, Dadisman said.

Dia, in a March 28, 1999,

Farmington Observer article,
alao showed her concern about
the aafety of her family loft
bshind in Kosovo, with the
bombing nf her homeland immi-
neat. “I have family thero ... my
dad, everybody. I'm afraid. What
can 1 say?”
. Thera wero large odds against
the Vllasaliu family in the queat
for asylum status, Dadisman
said. But the community support
had a "tremendous impact” on
thelr recelving a fair hearing.

Usually, there is o 28 percent
chance of asylum atatus being

BTAYy PuoTo KY BILL Exraxs
Flnally: Dia Vllamlm receives an American fla,

U.SS. Rep. Joe Knollenberg, The flag flew over t
Capito Iu signify her freedom.

B 'The whole saga of them turning to people for
help and being misled, lled to and bilked out of
thelr money ... they persevered. Fortunately, they
were able to geot the help they desorve.’

Bill Hartsock

—Farmington mayor

10 chance in cases

=of her attorney continued, Dia and the

rest of her family surely would

Dadlisman emphnsized.

they deserve.” granted, but there {3 only n 1-in- Without asylum status, the havo been deported.
CITY OF FARMINGTON CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 315585 ELEVEN MILE ROAD
BTUDY SBESSION FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48336-1168
(8ummary) (248) 474-8118

. Mayor Hartsoc!

- Mitchell.

and funding of i to the Ci

+ A speclal meeting nf thc P-rm[nﬂan City Council was called to order by
H k 0 p.m., on Monday,
Chambers, 23600- leeny Htreet, Farmington, Mleh!nn Notice of tho
* moeting was poated In complinnce with Public Act 267-1!

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Bush, Campbell, Hmmk, McShane,

COUNCIL MEMNERS ARSENT: None. ,
OTHERS PRESENT: US. Represantative Joseph Knollenberg.
Councll met with Representative Knnll!nber[ to dhwu fzdar-l legtslation

April 17, 2000 in Council

Maoting adjourned at 7:69 p.m.

Publiak: Apeil 33. 3000

o the Farmington-Evergreen Bcwer s,-u m; ummunl ty vacloymcn& block

t funding; funding for reconstruction of Parmington Road; federal

E:‘:lluan to regulate the cabls television {ndustry; and to hear upd-l.u on
p‘mlin' federa! leglalation in other areas.

8. HARTSOC!
PATSY K. CANTRELL. City Clerk/Treasurer

K, Magor

Tho City of Farmington jlilla Purchasing Division will sclicit sesled bids
during the next thirty (30] days for the following products and/or services;
Pavement Management System

- Speelfications may be obtained by contacting the Central Services
Department. All blds must be submitted in sccordance with the bid
wpecifications.
The City of Farmington Hills reserves the ri h“nlcclptnrnjxtuvnrlﬂ
bids, either in part or in whole, to walve any f: e and to accept
bid which it believes to be in the best interest of the Clly.

KATHRYH A. DORNAN
City Clerk

Publisk April 29,2000

(A7
CCC NEWS
’l‘ha Oakland Communuy Cnl- results of the ulluluun, rank-
lego Board of Trustee: ing Tt as
the long process of evuluntlnx averago to ubovq average. The
Ch Jlor Richard Th n unanimoualy voted to
;ece'l!ly in a closed -enlo:. ;ive the chancellor a 3.6 percent
the

a
meeting be held behind closed

'ﬂu vote concludes a

doors, as he is allowed to do
under the Open Meetings Act.
At the conclusion of the ses-
sion, trustees returned to open
sossion and announced the

cess of revising the :hnmll’:r":
evaluation process. A subcom.
mittee, han been orking the

evaluation process since last
year.
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$25,000 +

5.25%
$10,000- $24,999 5.00%?

Park your motey whese great rates and total liquidity
give you a cear savings advantsge.

Rates available for new deposiss enly.
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—

Hilla « 1700 N. Woodward, Sulse B (248) 258-5300
Farmiagten Hills » 31335 Nonhwestern Highway (148) 737-0444
Plymouth + 186 S. Main Serees (734) 4597800
Nerthville » 39901 W. Eight Mile Read (248) 735-0775

1-800-758-0753
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- B3 We Have Southeast
R %.| Michigan's Largest

Selection of Quality
Patio Furniture!

Come In and be Surprised

« Patlo Furniture
+ Patio Accessories
* Swimming Pools
» Pool Accessories

Cornwell Pool & Patlo carrles

the nation's most elegant
brands and models of outdoor
furniture like Winston, Homecrest, Hatteras,
Woodward wrought Iron, Lioyd-Flanders
wicker and aluminum and morel!

ANN ARBOR
3500 Pontlac Trall
{734) 662-3117

PLYMOUTH
874 W. Ann Arbor Road

(734) 459-7410
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